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DE  CROO,  KNOOPS  SAID  AT  LOGGERHEADS  OVER  RESPONSIBILITIES 
Brussels  KNACK  in  Dutch  Aug  86  p  21 

[Report  by  Karel  Cambien:  "Eleven  Letters  a  week;  Herman  de  Croo  and 
Etienne  Knoops  Know  About  Relations  Problems"] 

[Text]  The  fact  that  not  everything  is  hand  in  glove  within  the  Martens  VI 
Government,  which  outwardly  presents  a  tight  block,  is  proven  by  the  growing 
discord  between  Minister  of  Foreign  Trade  Herman  de  Croo  (PVV)  and  his 
secretary  of  state,  Etienne  Knoops  (PRL). 

Both  belong  to  the  same  political  family,  but  there  is  hardly  any  cooperation 
left  between  their  offices*  It  is  certainly  not  sure  whether  the  De  Croo- 
Knoops  tandem  will  make  it  to  the  end  of  the  year*  Collaborators  of  both 
excellencies  now  spend  almost  as  much  time  on  mutual  boycott  campaigns  as  on 
export-promoting  initiatives,  a  sad  finding  in  a  country  which  has  to  depend 
on  its  exports  to  a  great  extent. 

The  fact  that  a  minister  and  the  secretary  of  state  under  his  jurisdiction  are 
at  odds  with  each  other  is  really  not  anything  new*  The  function  of  state 
secretary  was  included  in  the  new  constitution  in  1970.  The  intention  was  to 
alleviate  the  minister's  very  heavy  task  a  little  by  providing  him  with  a 
collaborator,  a  secretary  of  state*  If  the  latter  considers  himself  to  be 
treated  too  much  like  an  errand  boy,  frustrations  are  bound  to  occur. 

Hence  the  tendency  to  work  on  the  expansion  of  one's  authorities*  For  that 
matter,  Etienne  Knoops  gallantly  admits  that;  "Herman  de  Croo  has  both 
Foreign  Trade  and  Transport  under  his  jurisdiction*  De  Croo  cannot  do 
everything  properly*  Then  I  say:  Let  him  map  out  the  policy.  I  will  take 
care  of  the  supervision  and  execution  of  that  policy.  And  then  the  minister 
should  preferably  no  longer  intervene,  otherwise  he  won't  respect  the  rules  of 
the  game*  It's  that  simple.” 

From  the  beginning,  Herman  de  Croo  was  not  too  happy  with  Knoops  as  secretary 
of  state,  but  the  language  balance  within  the  government  made  that  appointment 
necessary.  In  an  elaborate  protocol  of  19  December  19bb  between  the  two  of 
them,  it  was  determined  in  detail  who  had  to  do  what.  A  careful  reading  of 
this  document  informs  us  that  De  Croo  directed  practically  all  authorities 


1 


toward  himself,  and  that  Knoops  was  at  most  permitted  to  give  some  advice  and, 
when  necessary,  would  actively  come  to  the  minister's  aid.  The  secretary  of 
state  could  hardly  be  very  happy  with  that. 

A  good  b  months  later  it  appears  that  Knoops  regularly  abuses  that  protocol  by 
silently  continuing  to  expand  his  authorities.  Knoops'  tactics  especially 
include  attempting  to  present  Herman  de  Croo  and  his  office  with  accomplished 
facts.  De  Croo  really  had  enough  of  that  by  the  end  of  July  and  ordered  his 
collaborators  to  systematically  point  out  to  him  every  breach  of  protocol. 
Those  were  followed  up  each  time  by  a  written  reprimand  to  Knoops.  In  barely 
two  weeks'  time,  De  Croo  sent  as  many  as  22  letters.  An  aside:  the  two 
gentlemen  hardly  ever  see  each  other. 

Lately  the  Walloon  liberal  has  been  laying  it  on  rather  thick.  On  the  l8th  of 
July,  for  example,  he  sent,  completely  on  his  own  initiative,  a  letter  to  Mark 
Servotte  who  is  temporarily  in  charge  of  the  management  of.  the  Belgian  Service 
for  Foreign  Trade  (BDBH).  In  it  Knoops  stated  that  he  would  from  then  on  be 
carrying  full  responsibility  for  the  "Minister  of  Foreign  Trade's  prize"  and 
for  the  "Foreign  Trade  Oscars."  That  goes  diametrically  against  the  protocol 
of  19  December  1985  in  which  one  reads:  "The  minister  will  be  consulted 
before  deciding  on  the  granting  of  the  Oscars  and  the  selection  and 
appointment  of  the  laureates  of  the  minister's  prize.  The  minister  will  also 
preside  over  the  ceremonies  relative  to  that." 

De  Knoops'  even  goes  much  further.  For  example,  Herman  de  Croo  also  carries 
the  final  responsibility  for  the  Foreign  Trade  Fund,  Copromex  (the  granting  of 
interest  subsidies)  and  the  so-called  State  to  State  loans.  Knoops  has  tried 
to  act  on  his  own  on  several  occasions.  The  De  Croo  office  indeed  refers  to 
"blood-curdling  practices  which  have  to  be  stopped  once  and  forever." 

The  economic  missions  abroad  also  are  a  sore  point.  For  example,  Knoops  likes 
to  organize  missions.  Including  to  Ecuador  and  Colombia,  which  don't  fit  at 
all  in  the  framework  of  the  action  program  1986.  For  the  month  of  September  a 
BDBH  mission  is  also  planned  to  Malawi  and  Swaziland,  for  which  Knoops 
promoted  himself  overnight  to  travel  guide.  At  the  beginning  of  September 
Martens  will  visit  the  Leipzig  Trade  Fair,  but  Knoops  will  likewise  go  to  the 
German  Democratic  Republic,  right  after  Martens'  departure,  to  propagate 
Belgium.  In  Moscow,  where  De  Croo  will  make  a  trip  in  the  fall,  Knoops  also 
wants  to  organize  a  "follow-up  visit",  if  need  be. 

Etienne  Knoops  has  already  traveled  over  85,000  kilometers  in  just  over  6 
months,  or  over  twice  around  the  world,  in  order  to  find  trade  partners  for 
Belgium.  Whether  that  will  succeed  is  another  question.  Herman  de  Croo  has 
his  doubts:  "Yes,  that  indeed  presents  a  problem.  Knoops  is  not  exactly  a 
man  who  makes  much  of  an  impression.  And  I  find  that  foreign  countries  urge 
more  and  more  that  I  come  myself,  and  not  my  secretary  of  state.  That  creates 
problems."  On  his  part,  Knoops  does  not  see  what  everyone  is  making  such  a 
fuss  about. 

87UO 

CSO:  3614/133 
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JORGENSEN  IGNORES  ISSUE  Of  SP  TIE  IN  SPEECH  TO  SDP  CONGRESS 

Petersen;  SDP  Not  Serious 

Copenhagen  BERLINGSKE  TIDENDE  in  Danish  8  Sep  86  p  1 

[Article  by  Carl  Otto  Brix  and  Ole  Dali;  ^^Social  Democratic  Party  [SDP]  - 
Socialist  People ^s  Party  [SP]  in  Conflict  Regarding  Red  Majority^’] 

[Text]  The  Social  Democratic  Party  is  not  serious  about  working  for  an  SDP^SP 
government,  says  Gert  Petersen  (SP) •  Mogens  Lykketoft  (SDP)  hopes  that  the 
SP  will  be  halved  in  the  next  election,  and  Anker  Jorgensen  (SDP)  thinks  that 
the  SDP  platform  will  be  the  basis  for  a  red  government. 

’^The  Social  Democratic  Party  is  not  taking  sufficiently  seriously  the  task 
of  creating  an  SP--SDP  government.  Because  of  the  party  ^s  behavior  it  is 
becoming  more  difficult  to  establish  a  red  majority.” 

SP  Chairman  Gert  Petersen  says  this  tp  BERLINGSKE  TIDENDE  in  light  of  the 
Social  Democratic  Party -s  annual  congress  and  statements  by  prominent  Social 
Democrats  to  BERLINGSKE  TIDENDE. 

The  Social  Democratic  Party  agreed  during  the  weekend  to  continue  to  work  for 
an  SP-SDP  government,  but  Anker  Jf5rgensen  and  other  prominent  Social  Democrats 
made  no  secret  of  the  fact  that  an  SP--SDP  government’s  basis  must  be  the 
SDP’s  platform,  ’’Denmark  for  All  the  People.” 

”The  SP  has  certainly  always  said  that  we  have  a  good  platform  that  they 
would  like  to  help  us  pass.  Thank  you,  we  say,”  Anker  J^^rgensen  said. 

Mogens  Lykketoft  (SDP)  says  to  BERLINGSKE  TIDENDE  that  he  wants  an  SP-SDP 
government,  but  he  hopes  ”that  the  SP’s  support  will  come  down  to  five  to  six 
percent.  We  are  opponent  parties.  The  SP  has  taken  votes  from  us,  and  we 
must  have  them  back,”  Lykketoft  says. 

Gert  Petersen:  ’’Lykketoft  ought  to  abandon  his  dreamworld  and  base  himself 
in  the  world  of  reality.”  The  SP  chairman  adds  that  ”a  party  with  15  percent 
of  the  votes  cannot  possibly  govern  on  another  party’s  platform.” 
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SiD  [Semi-Skilled  Workers'  Union]  President  Hardy  Hansen  yesterday  maintained 
that  the  SP  must  not  consider  itself  a  natural  for  a  possible  government 
coalition  with  the  SDP.  Regarding  the  Social  Democratic  Party's  leadership. 
Hardy  Hansen  said  in  his  opening  address  to  the  SiD  congress  yesterday: 

"Anker  J(6rgensen  is  and  will  be  our  leader.  And  we  will  work  for  his  comeback 
as  prime  minister." 


Jorgensen  Apologizes 

Copenhagen  BERLINQSKE  TIDENDE  in  Danish  8  Sep  86  p  4 

[Article;  "Anker  J(/5rgensen:  'i  Talk  About  the  SP  All  the  Time^"] 

[Text]  The  Social  Democratic  Party  chairman  apologized  for  the  fact  that 
he  had  not  mentioned  the  SP  with  a  single  word  in  his  opening  address  at  the 
annual  congress  in  Aalborg.  However,  Anker  Jorgensen  is  hoping  for  and  still 
believes  in  an  SP-SDP  majority. 

Social  Democratic  Party  Chairman  Anker  Jorgensen  regretted  much  that  in  his 
opening  address  to  the  annual  congress  in  Aalborg  during  the  weekend  he  did 
not  mention  the  Socialist  People's  Party  with  a  single  word. 

"It  is  the  SP  I  talk  about  all  the  time,"  he  said  when  after  the  conclusion 
of  the  annual  congress  he  had  to  explain  the  reason  for  the  missing  use  of 
the  letter  combination. 

At  the  end  of  his  reply  speech  to  the  many  contributions  to  the  political  de¬ 
bate,  Anker  Jorgensen  said;  "Other  parties  than  our  own  are  not  the  subject 
when  we  hold  an  annual  congress,  for  this  reason  I  did  not  mention  the  SP 
possibility  so  often,  and  the  situation  can  also  be  first  clarified  after  an 
election.  But  I  believe  in  and  am  hoping  for  an  SP-SDP  majority.  It  must 
not  be  a  closed  majority  but  must  turn  out  toward  all  progressive  forces  in 
the  Folketing." 

Anker  J?5rgensen  also  had  a  suggestion  for  the  group's  members  regarding 
expressing  themselves  with  "fairly  good"  unity  when  they  say  something. 

"If  we  wear  ourselves  down  in  little  divergences  we  are  finished  being  a 
major  party,"  he  said. 

The  Social  Democratic  Party  chairman  said  at  a  press  conference  after  the 
annual  congress  that  it  is  not  a  coalition  with  the  SP  that  there  is  disagree¬ 
ment  on  in  the  group,  and  that  he,  for  that  matter,  could  not  recall  areas 
in  which  the  group  disagrees. 

Auken  Appeals  for  Unity 

Copenhagen  BERLINGSKE  TIDENDE  in  Danish  8  Sep  86  p  4 

[Article;  "Svend  Auken;  'We  Must  Fight  for  the  Party,  Not  About  It'"] 
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[Text]  "Detrimental  to  talk  about  people  and  internal  relations  in  the 
Social  Democratic  Party,"  Vice-Chairman  Svend  Auken  said  at  the  annual  con¬ 
gress  in  Aalborg,  and  at  the  same  time  cautioned  against  "closedness"  in 
an  SP-SDP  coalition* 

"The  great  deal  of  talk  about  people  and  internal  relations  is  only  detriment¬ 
al.  We  and  the  people  are  dead  tired  of  it.  Real  Social  Democrats  want  to 
have  people  of  trust  who  will  fight  for  the  party  and  not  about  the  party." 

The  Social  Democratic  Party’s  vice-chairman,  Svend  Auken,  with  these  words 
urged  internal  solidarity  in  the  party  when  he  spoke  yesterday  at  the  SDP 
annual  congress  in  Aalborg. 

In  light  of  Sunday’s  poor  Gallup  figures  for  the  Social  Democratic  Party, 

Auken  asserted,  "that  if  the  Social  Democratic  Party  does  not  make  progress 
then  this  country  will  not  get  a  new  government." 

"The  Social  Democratic  Party  has  put  on  work  clothes  to  win  the  next  general 
election,"  Svend  Auken  said,  and  regarding  the  style  of  an  SDP-^led  government, 
he  added; 

"The  big  social  problems  require  cooperation— not  confrontation.  It  would  be 
a  fatal  boner  by  a  new  Social-Democratic-led  government  if  it  copied  the 
non-socialist  government's  closed  style— only  with  the  opposite  sign.  One 
stupidity  must  not  be  answered  by  a  new  stupidity.  We  must  not  revenge  our¬ 
selves  on  Industry  because  the  non-socialists  have  kept  out  the  labor  movement. 
On  the  contrary,  we  must  invite  industry  and  all  positive  forces  to  take  part 
in  developing  the  new,  free  welfare  society.  We  would  like  to  have  the  SP 
as  a  partner  in  a  new  government,  but  the  price  must  not  be  closedness  and 
a  predilection  for  narrow  solutions." 

Svend  Auken  attacked  the  present  government  strongly— and  Foreign  Affairs 
Minister  Uffe  El lemann- Jensen  (Liberal  Party)  got  a  special  "nod^’; 

"A  lot  can  be  said  about  Uffe,  but  with  him  we  have  finally  gotten  a  poli¬ 
tician  it  is  possible  to  be  cross  about  without  having  a  bad  conscience." 

Auken  maintained  that  the  Social  Democrats  are  not  gloating  over  the  fact 
that  it  is  going  badly  with  the  balance  of  payments:  "Nothing  can  be  more 
incorrect.  The  non-socialists ’  lopsided  chance-it  policy  toward  settlement 
of  the  debt  is  a  greater  threat  to  a  Social  Democratic  reform  policy  than 
to  a  non-socialist  cutback  and  denationalization  policy.  For  us  the  deficit 
is  a  disagreeable  barrier  to  progress,"  the  SDP  vice-chairman  said. 

Union  Leader  on  Alliance 

Copenhagen  BERLINGSKE  TIDENDE  in  Danish  8  Sep  86  p  7 

[Article  by  Berit  Andersen:  "SiD  President:  SP  Not  a  Natural  in  a  New 
Government"] 
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[Text]  Semi-Skilled  Workers’  Union  President  Hardy  Hansen  cautions  the  SP 
against  believing  that  the  party  is  a  natural  for  a  possible  government 
coalition  with  the  Social  Democratic  Party . 

"The  polls  have  provided  an  occasion  for  a  great  deal  of  discussion  about 
letters,  regarding  whom  the  Social  Democratic  Party  ought  to  go  into  a  coali¬ 
tion  with  should  the  situation  arise.  I  think  it  is  much  too  early  to  get 
going  with  this  letter  game.  What  interests  us  is  not  the  political  letters 
but  which  policy  is  to  be  conducted." 

With  these  words  the  president  of  the  country's  largest  labor  union,  the 
Semi-Skilled  Workers ’  Union  (SiD),  Hardy  Hansen,  asserted  yesterday  that  the 
Socialist  People's  Party  must  not  be  considered  a  natural  for  a  possible 
government  coalition  with  the  Social  Democratic  Party.  The  words  came  in 
Hardy  Hansen's  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  SiD's  41st  congress.  It  is 
being  held  in  Copenhagen  and  will  last  until  20  September. 

Without  directly  inviting  the  non-labor  parties  to  take  part  in  an  SDP  govern¬ 
ment,  and  without  actually  rejecting  an  SP— SDP  coalition,  the  union  president 
stressed  that  such  a  thing  could  only  come  into  question  if  the  SP  passes  the 
manhood  test,  as  he  expressed  it. 

"This  is  a  test  which  consists  in  being  able  to  put  one's  back  to  an  achieve¬ 
ment-creating  policy,  although  it  is  well  known  that  everything  cannot  be 
carried  out  at  once." 

In  his  opening  address  to  the  788  congress  delegates  Hardy  Hansen  also  did  his 
part  to  eliminate  any  doubt  regarding  the  chairman’s  post  in  the  Social  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party. 

"Anker  Jorgensen  is  and  will  be  our  leader.  And  we  will  work  for  his  comeback 
as  prime  minister,"  Hardy  Hansen  said. 

Clear  Backing  for  EC 

Copenhagen  BERLINGSKE  TIDENDE  in  Danish  8  Sep  86  p  4 
[Article:  "Clear  SDP  Yes  to  EC"] 

[Text]  The  Social  Democratic  Party’s  annual  congress  in  Aalborg  agreed, 
with  corrections,  to  the  statement  on  the  EC  alliance  which  had  been  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  Europe  Report,  which  was  prepared  by  a  committee  led  by  Vice- 
Chairman  Birte  Weiss.  It  is  said  in  the  statement,  among  other  things,  that 
Denmark  is  to  work  for  more  countries'  being  admitted  to  EC.  "If  the  new 
Europe  debate  in  Norway  results  in  a  desire  for  membership,  it  will  be  com¬ 
plied  with  on  short  notice." 

Several  of  the  speakers,  among  others,  the  party's  chairman,  declared  in  the 
debate  that  the  People's  Movement  Against  EC  is  dying,  and  that  the  European 
debate  is  to  be  taken. up  in  a  totally  different  manner. 
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Paper  on  SDP  Dilemma 

Copenhagen  BERLINGSKE  TIDENDE  in  Danish  8  Sep  86  p  12 
[Editorial:  ”The  Only  Way?^’] 

[Text]  The  Social  Democratic  annual  congress  was  opened  by  a  party  chairman 
who  did  not  mention  the  Socialist  People’s  Party,  and  it  was  concluded  with 
the  passing  of  a  statement  which  heralds  a  government  together  with  the 
Socialist  People’s  Party.  Anker  Jorgensen  and  the  Social  Democratic  Party 
thereby  demonstrated  the  dilemma  which  the  party  has  found  itself  in  for  so 
long.  On  the  one  hand  it  has  for  years  been  pressed  by  the  Socialist  People’s 
Party,  which  has  taken  votes  from  it,  and  which  time  after  time  has  been  able 
to  outdo  it.  On  the  other  hand,  it  cannot  say  no  to  a  government  coalition 
with  the  Socialist  People’s  Party— -much  less  so  because  the  Socialist  People’s 
Party’s  continued  progress  can  give  the  Folketing  a  red  majority.  The  Gallup 
political  index  confirms  this  dilemma.  The  Social  Democratic  Party  has  less 
support  among  the  voters  than  in  the  last  election,  and  the  Socialist  People’s 
Party  has  considerably  greater  support. 

There  must  surely  be  someone  who  is  about  to  feel  sorry  fpr  the  Social  Demo¬ 
crats.  They  would  so  much  like  to  return  to  power  in  the  goverment,  and  they 
know  that  they  cannot  manage  this  on  their  own.  They  must  have  help  from 
others,  and  the  only  place  they  can  get  it  with  certainty  is  from  Gert  Peter¬ 
sen,  who  reminded  about  this  a  little  importunately  by  sending  a  greeting  to 
the  annual  congress.  It  goes  without  saying  that  this  is  painful  to  many 
Social  Democrats  who  still  imagine  that  the  party  can  resume  its  historical 
position  as  a  government-carrying  party  which  stretches  far  among  the  people. 
Some  of  them  have  evidently  been  heading  for  murky  plots  in  order  to  achieve 
the  change  in  leadership  which  can  be  the  precondition  for  finding  a  way 
back.  On  the  other  hand,  others  seem  to  think  that  the  only  possibility  of 
restoring  the  party’s  leading  position  to  it  is  a  government  in  coalition  with 
the  Socialist  People’s  Party. 

Anker  Jorgensen  wants  to  be  prime  minister  again.  That  his  leadership  is 
being  accosted — ^^and  it  is  a  fact,  whether  the  conspirators  have  had  their 
daggers  drawn  or  kept  them  in  their  sheaths— is  of  course  due  to  the  fact  that 
his  return  assumes  continued  progress  for  the  Socialist  People’s  Party.  Those 
Social  Democrats  who  are  afraid  of  becoming  much  too  red  must  for  this  reason 
think  that  there  must  be  a  new  party  chairman.  Anker  Jorgensen  does  not  have 
anything  against  his  replacement’s  being  discussed,  but  he  would  be  finished 
immediately  if  he  drew  any  conclusion  from  this  discussion.  For  this  reason 
the  annual  congress  had  to  pay  homage  to  him,  and  for  this  reason  it  had  to 
stand  by  the  summer’s  promise  of  wanting  to  form  a  government  with  the 
Socialist  People’s  Party.  It  has  only  this  one  path  to  follow  and  the 
unwilling  will  trudge  along  because  they  have  to.  Anker  Jorgensen  is  blocking 
other  paths.  This  will  continue  to  create  unrest  in  the  Folketing^groii^and 
in  the  party  leadership.  But  Anker  J?5rgensen  will  find  consolation  in  the 
fact  that  his  old  union  has  given  him  support.  The  SiD  is  helping  him  to 
hold  down  the  boom. 
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SDP  Cannot  Accept  Policies 

Copenhagen  BERLINGSKE  TIDENDE  in  Danish  13  Sep  86  p  10 
[Editorial:  ’’Out  of  the  Bag’M 

[Text]  There  is  no  one  who  will  buy  the  cat  in  the  bag.  The  voters  will  not 
be  able  to  say  that  they  did  not  know  the  consequences  if  in  the  next  general 
election  they  vote  in  such  a  way  that  there  will  be  a  majority  for  a  red 
government.  There  is  reason  to  express  acknowledgement  of  the  fact  that  the 
Socialist  People’s  Party  has  informed  the  public  in  such  detail  about  the 
policy  such  a  government  would  conduct.  None  of  the  demands  are  ultimatums, 
the  Socialist  People’s  Party  says;  but,  however,  in  a  number  of  areas  they 
must  be  perceived  as  indispensable  conditions  for  such  a  goverment.  The  only 
thing  the  Socialist  People’s  Party  is  relinquishing  at  the  outset  is  the  post 
of  prime  minister.  It  is  only  good  that  clarity  has  thus  been  created  over 
what  the  Socialist  People ^s  Party  wants — as  an  equal’-rights  partner  in  a 
government  together  with  the  Social  Democratic  Party. 

If  the  public  can  thus  be  satisfied  with  having  received  straightforward 
information,  the  Social  Democrats  must,  in  return,  have  gotten  twitches  in 
their  nerves  when  they  read  the  Socialist  People^s  Party’s  platform.  The 
nervous  twitching  was  reflected  in  Svend  Auken’s  first  comments.  Anker 
Jorgensen  certainly  knows  that  his  only  possibility  of  becoming  prime  minister 
again  is  tied  to  his  party’s  gaining  a  majority  together  with  the  Socialist 
People’s  Party.  The  continued  more  positive  attitude  at  the  party’s  top 
toward  this  alliance  must  be  regarded  as  a  recognition  of  the  fact  that  it 
does  not  see  any  other  way  of  returning  to  power  in  the  government.  Of 
course,  this  presumes  some  compromises,  but  for  Anker  Jorgensen  they  are  to 
be  on  the  basis  of  the  Social  Democratic  Party’s  platform.  But  the  Socialist 
People’s  Party  is  not  leaving  him  in  peace  with  his  hopeful  belief  that  he 
can  become  prime  minister  and  leader  of  a  majority  government  which  can 
fulfill  his  expectations.  The  demands  the  Socialist  People’s  Party  has  made 
must  from  the  outset  almost  crush  his  optimism. 

The  Social  Democrats  cannot  accept  the  Socialist  People’s  Party’s  foreign  and 
security  policy.  They  must  be  filled  with  worry  over  how  they  will  be  able 
to  live  up  to  the  Socialist  People’s  Party’s  expectations  for  what  is  called 
economic  and  social  restoration.  And  they  must  get  the  shivers  about  the 
ideas  the  Socialist  People’s  Party  is  entertaining  regarding  involving  grass¬ 
roots  movements-'^and  almost  constant  executive  committee  meetings — in  the  very 
decision-making  process  and  in  the  exercising  of  administrative  power.  The 
Socialist  People’s  Party  is  moving  on  the  edge  of  undermining  the  constitution 
when  they  are  heralding  the  transfer  of  the  banjo  bands  from  Copenhagen  City 
Hall  to  Christ iansborg  as  accompaniment  for  the  government’s  and  Folketing’s 
work. 

Anker  J(^rgensen  has  said  that  he  does  not  want  to  talk  about  specifics  before 
the  election  outcome  is  at  hand.  He  has  his  platform  which  the  voters  must 
take  a  stand  on,  and  the  government  can  first  be  formed  when  the  majority  is 
in  the  bag.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Socialist  People’s  Party  has  clearly 
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proclaimed  what  its  goal  is  for  a  coalition  government.  Anker  Jj^rgensen 
must  tune  himself  into  the  fact  that  he  has  to  provide  a  clear  message  in 
the  face  of  this  massive  initiative.  Will  he  pay  this  high  price  for  his 
return? 
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SCHLUTER  DEFENDS  RECORD,  WARNS  AGAINST  LEFTIST  COALITION 
Copenhagen  AKTUELT  in  Danish  14  Sep  86  pp  18-19 

[Interview  with  Prime  Minister  Poul  Schluter  by  ’Grimme’;  date  and  place  not 
given;  first  paragraph  is  AKTUELT  introduction] 

[Excerpt]  "If  we  ever  have  a  Social  Democratic-Socialist  People’s  Party  [SF] 
government,  SF  will  become  the  big  brother  in  the  next  election  and  the  So¬ 
cial  Democrats  will  have  to  take  a  back  seat,"  the  prime  minister  says. 

Positive 

[Question]  The  government  has  just  celebrated  its  4th  birthday.  Will  it 
survive  another  year? 

[Answer]  I  think  that  is  very  likely. 

(Poul  Schluter  said  this  with  both  conviction  and  pleasure  and  continued  his 
remarks  with  a  friendly  smile.) 

Anker  said  in  Alborg  that  the  Social  Democrats  were  holding  their  last  con¬ 
gress  there  before  the  next  Folketing  election.  If  I  may  put  it  somewhat 
jokingly,  I  think  Anker  resorted  to  a  strange  way  of  canceling  next  year's 
congress . 

[Question]  What  are  you  happiest  about  when  you  think  back  over  your  period 
as  prime  minister? 

[Answer]  If  someone  asked  me  what  I  regard  as  the  government's  greatest 
achievement  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  future,  I  would  be  tempted  to 
reply  that  it  is  the  EC  program  the  Social  Democrats  discussed  at  their  con¬ 
gress.  The  result  of  the  referendum  was  very  important  for  the  government 
and  for  the  country  as  a  whole.  And  as  a  kind  of  bonus  we  see  that  the 
Social  Democrats  can  also  look  ahead.  I  regard  the  calm  that  has  descended 
over  the  EC  debate  as  a  very  positive  thing. 
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Standing  in  Line 

And  fortunately  there  are  many  other  things  that  we  in  the  government  can 
feel  pleased  about.  Let  me  just  mention  the  sharp  drop  in  youthful  unemploy¬ 
ment,  I  think  this  extremely  important  problem  will  be  entirely  solved  in 
just  2  or  3  years.  It  will  not  be  long  before  we  have  a  sizable  excess 
capacity  in  our  educational  systems. 

In  the  near  future  employers  will  be  standing  in  line  in  the  school  yards 
to  make  sure  they  can  get  apprentices  and  trainees.  Youthful  unemployment 
has  been  an  enormous  problem  for  a  number  of  governments  and  it  is  a  good 
thing  for  everyone  that  the  problem  can  be  solved  in  the  space  of  a  few 
years, 

[Question]  On  which  point  are  you  most  dissatisfied  with  the  government's 
efforts? 

[Answer]  Unquestionably  the  balance  of  payments.  When  we  started  out  we 
set  ourselves  two  goals  that  we  regarded  as  particularly  important.  One  was 
to  eliminate  the  very  large  deficit  in  state  finances.  We  thought  we  could 
do  that  by  1990.  And  we  have  achieved  this  result  now,  4  years  ahead  of 
schedule. 

The  other  important  economic  goal  was  to  create  a  foreign  payments  balance 
by  1988  and  that  target  will  not  be  met.  We  could  probably  do  it  but  only 
at  the  cost  of  a  sharp  rise  in  unemployment  and  naturally  we  are  not  willing 
to  pay  that  price.  On  the  contrary,  there  are  more  people  working  today  than 
ever  before. 

Dangerous  for  Democracy 

[Question]  Do  you  make  rash  statements  seldom  or  often? 

[  Answer  ]  S  el  dom . 

[Question]  Did  you  think  it  over  carefully  before  you  blasted  the  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Trade  Unions  [LO],  using  words  like  narrow-minded,  egocentric  and 
reactionary? 

[Answer]  If  I  had  said  that  about  LO  it  would  have  been  an  unfair  charac¬ 
terization,  But  I  did  not,  I  feel  respect  and  appreciation  for  the  natural 
tasks  that  the  union  movement  handles. 

A  well-regulated  society  like  Denmark  is  based  to  a  large  extent  on  having 
two  responsible  and  capable  adversaries  on  the  labor  market-— who  work  to¬ 
gether  in  society. 

What  I  said  in  the  speech  you  are  referring  to  was  directed  against  the 
organizational  power  structure,  I  was  talking  about  the  hundreds  of  organi¬ 
zations,  interest  groups,  etc.,  etc,,  each  skillfully  protecting  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  its  own  members  without  thinking  of  the  total  picture.  They  all 
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have  a  perfect  right  to  do  this,  but  if  politicians  first  allow  themselves 
to  be  intimidated  it  can  be  dangerous  for  democracy  itself  because  society 
will  more  or  less  disintegrate, 

Wage-Price  Spiral 

[Question]  The  government  has  said  that  it  will  not  intervene  in  the  con¬ 
tract  negotiations.  Do  you  realize  that  LO  doubts  this  promise? 

[Answer]  No,  I  don’t — and  I  don’t  think  it  really  does  either.  Both  LO 
and  the  Danish  Employers’  Federation  [DA]  will  be  unhappy  if  they  don’t 
take  care  of  things  themselves  this  time, 

I  can  also  put  it  another  way.  In  my  time  as  prime  minister  the  government 
has  only  intervened  once,  I  can  give  you  the  names  of  a  good  many  Social 
Democratic  prime  ministers  who  each  intervened  several  times. 

And  finally  let  me  put  it  in  yet  another  way.  It  is  true  of  both  Social 
Democratic  and  Conservative  prime  ministers  that  they  should  be  extremely 
reluctant  to  try  to  legislate  contract  negotiations.  It  is  always  best  if 
the  two  sides  can  and  will  resolve  the  problems  themselves, 

I  think  we  will  see  a  sensible  contract  settlement  and  one  of  the  reasons 
is  that  the  union  leaders  have  also  learned  that  real  wages  are  better  pro¬ 
tected  by  preserving  a  low  inflation  rate  than  by  allowing  wages  and  prices 
to  drive  each  other  up, 

Self-Destructive 

[Question]  What  is  your  view  of  a  future  SDP-SF  government? 

[Answer]  It  is  incomprehensible  to  me  that  the  Social  Democrats  would  really 
expose  themselves  voluntarily  to  the  self-destruction  such  a  government  would 
represent  for  their  party.  The  Social  Democrats  have  a  long  and  distinguished 
tradition,  but  if  we  ever  have  an  SDP-SF  government,  SF  will  become  the  big 
brother  in  the  next  election  and  the  Social  Democrats  will  have  to  take  a 
back  seat, 

[Question]  Some  people  think  the  Social  Democrats  and  the  Conservatives 
should  join  forces  to  solve  the  problems  they  agree  on.  Will  there  ever  be 
a  Social  Democratic-Conservative  government  coalition? 

[Answer]  In  the  near  future,  no!  But  of  course  that  should  not  prevent  us 
from  working  together  on  the  things  we  agree  about, 

[Question]  In  a  few  days  a  new  session  of  Folketing  will  begin  and  you  have 
said  that  one  of  the  government’s  most  important  goals  is  to  promote  saving 
and  restrict  consumption.  How? 

[Answer]  Our  generation  of  Danes  has  learned  that  it  pays  to  go  into  debt. 

We  are  used  to  inflation  eating  away  a  large  part  of  the  debt  burden.  And 
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for  many  years  we  had  a  tax  system  that  encouraged  borrowing.  Now  we  are 
headed  in  an  entirely  different  direction.  Delayed  consumption  will  no 
longer  be  penalized  and  debt  will  not  be  rewarded. 

For  many  years  almost  everyone  has  spent  every  cent  he  earned.  It  is  easy 
to  understand  why  those  with  the  lowest  incomes  did  this.  They  had  to.  But 
all  the  others  have  done  the  same  thing  and  this  has  meant  an  enormous  con¬ 
sumption,  if  not  overconsumption.  From  1983  to  1985  alone  consumption  rose 
by  12  percent. 

[Question]  The  question  of  how  to  do  something  about  this  was  not  really 
answered. 

[Answer]  We  will  make  it  less  tempting  to  borrow  money  unnecessarily  and 
make  it  rewarding  to  save  money  and  pay  cash.  I  will  not  go  any  deeper  into 
this  today. 

Problem  of  Poverty 

[Question]  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  distribution  that  we  have? 

[Answer]  By  and  large  one  can  say  that  we  in  Denmark  have  a  more  even  in¬ 
come  distribution  than  is  the  case  in  almost  any  other  country.  We  have 
relatively  few  rich  people  and  relatively  few  poor  people.  Most  working 
Danes  belong  at  least  to  the  middle  class  economically,  compared  to  France 
and  England,  for  example. 

We  still  have  the  world’s  highest  social  standard,  but  that  has  not  prevented 
a  new  problem  of  poverty  from  arising  in  the  last  decade. 

There  are  groups  that  do  not  receive  adequate  help  in  spite  of  the  many  well- 
organized  assistance  systems  we  have.  The  number  of  people  seeking  cash 
assistance  has  declined  but  there  are  groups  we  do  not  help  enough.  I  am 
thinking  in  particular  of  young  people  who  have  never  worked  or  received  any 
further  education  after  they  completed  school.  We  must  put  a  lot  of  effort 
into  helping  them  in  the  years  ahead. 

Upper  Limit 

[Question]  Let  us  look  at  another  group  that  has  an  incredibly  hard  time — 
refugees.  The  government  has  been  accused  of  making  the  refugee  problem 
even  more  serious  than  it  is  already  in  order  to  create  a  basis  for  changes 
in  the  law. 

[Answer]  I  have  been  and  still  am  a  warm  supporter  of  taking  care  of  our 
part  of  the  big  refugee  problem.  But  if  we  want  to  treat  the  refugees  we 
accept  well  and  provide  them  with  a  proper  education  so  they  can  move  easily 
into  Danish  society  there  must  be  a  natural  upper  limit  to  how  many  people 
we  allow  in. 
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[Question]  How  would  you  feel  if  you  had  definite  proof  that  a  refugee  we 
turned  away  had  later  been  executed  in  his  homeland? 

[Answer]  Naturally  I  would  feel  rotten,  terrible,  but  such  things  cannot 
be  ruled  out  even  if  we  do  everything  we  can  to  help  people  whose  lives  are 
threatened  for  political  or  religious  reasons . 

Referendum 

[Question]  Allow  me  to  move  to  another  important  area.  What  would  you  do 
if  a  popular  referendum  approved  mandatory  distribution  of  profits? 

[Answer]  If  a  majority  favors  mandatory  distribution  of  profits  through 
central  funds  I  will  hold  a  referendum  on  the  matter,  if  I  can  get  a  majority 
to  support  such  a  referendum.  Why  would  I  do  that?  Because  the  opinion 
polls  strongly  suggest  that  the  Danish  people  do  not  want  mandatory  distri¬ 
bution  of  profits  through  central  funds. 

[Question]  I  didn't  say  anything  about  central  funds. 

[Answer]  I  favor  a  voluntary  arrangement  and  I  hope  such  an  arrangement  can 
be  set  up  quickly.  I  am  opposed  to  a  mandatory  system  that  would  not  fit  in 
well  at  most  Danish  job  sites. 
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POLITICAL 


DENMARK 


POLL  SHOWS  MAJORITY  WANTS  TO  CUT  FLOW  OF  REFUGEES 
Copenhagen  BERLINGSKE  SONDAG  in  Danish  14  Sep  86  p  4 
[Article  by  Asger  Schultz  of  the  Gallup  Institute] 

[Text]  Dislike  of  the  many  political  refugees  is  increasing  steadily.  Since 
the  beginning  of  1985  the  Gallup  Institute  has  conducted  three  surveys  to 
measure  popular  reaction  to  political  refugees. 

In  these  surveys  we  asked  a  representative  selection  of  the  adult  population 
which  included  approximately  1,000  people  the  following  question: 

"There  has  long  been  discussion  as  to  whether  Denmark  should  place  restric¬ 
tions  on  the  nxmber  of  refugees.  What  is  your  opinion,  do  you  think  we 
should  introduce  restrictions  on  the  admission  of  political  refugees  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  current  situation?" 


The  institute  carried  out  its  fourth  survey 

in  August  1986.  The 

results  of 

this  latest  survey 
conducted  in  1985. 

are  shown  below  along  with  the  results 
All  answers  are  in  percentages. 

of  the 

three  polls 

Response 

Jan  85 

Aug  85 

Oct  85 

Aug  86 

Yes 

63 

51 

60 

76 

No 

28 

37 

28 

17 

Don't  know 

9 

12 

12 

7 

Total 

100 

100 

100 

100 

As  can  be  seen,  the  dislike  of  political  refugees  has  grown  to  a  very  high 
level.  More  than  three  out  of  four  Danes  want  the  stream  of  refugees  to  be 
halted  or  at  least  restricted.  In  August  1985  the  number  who  wanted  to  limit 
refugees  fell  to  51  percent  under  the  influence  of  the  unseemly  riots  in 
Kalundborg,  but  later  the  aversion  has  mounted  strongly  and  steadily. 

There  is  some  variation  in  the  way  different  population  groups  view  poli¬ 
tical  refugees,  as  we  can  see  from  the  table  on  the  next  page. 
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Breakdown  of  Responses 

Yes 

^2. 

Don’t  know 

Total 

Sex: 

All 

76 

17 

7 

100 

Men 

79 

17 

4 

100 

Women 

74 

17 

9 

100 

Age: 

13-24 

68 

25 

7 

100 

25-39 

78 

17 

5 

100 

40-59 

74 

18 

8 

100 

60  and  older 

84 

10 

6 

100 

Educational  level: 

Basic  education 

84 

9 

7 

100 

Middle,  secondary  school 

74 

19 

7 

100 

Higher  education 

56 

41 

3 

100 

Party  affiliation; 

To  right  of  Social  Democrats 

83 

12 

5 

100 

Social  Democrats 

84 

13 

3 

100 

To  left  of  Social  Democrats 

63 

35 

2 

100 

Employment  sector: 

Private 

79 

15 

6 

100 

Public 

67 

26 

7 

100 

Not  employed 

79 

14 

7 

100 

There  is  no  significant  difference  between  men  and  women.  Younger  people, 
especially  the  very  young,  are  most  tolerant.  But  a  very  big  difference  can 
be  seen  when  we  look  at  the  academic  education  level  of  respondents. 

As  the  table  shows,  tolerance  as  indicated  by  those  who  did  not  want  restric¬ 
tions  rose  pretty  dramatically  from  9  to  41  percent. 

That  is  an  amazing  difference,  even  though  an  absolute  majority  (56  percent) 
of  the  most  educated  group  still  wanted  the  flow  of  refugees  to  be  restricted. 

Public  employees  are  more  tolerant  than  others  and  politically  the  line  goes 
between  the  Social  Democrats  and  nonsocialist  voters  on  one  side — they  are 
in  complete  agreement  on  the  question — and  voters  to  the  left  of  the  Social 
Democrats  on  the  other.  These  left-wing  voters  are  considerably  more  toler¬ 
ant  than  the  rest  of  the  electorate  even  though  two-thirds  (63  percent)  of 
them  do  favor  restrictions. 

(Reproduction  of  this  material  is  permitted  if  BERLINGSKE  TIDENDE  and  the 
Gallup  Institute  are  listed  as  sources.) 

6578 

CSO:  3613/2 


16 


JPRS-WER-86-108 
28  October  1986 


POLITICAL 


GPEECE 


RUMORS  DENIED  ABOUT  RENEWED  GC'VERNMENT  RESHUFFLING 

Df'tails  of  Forthcoming  Reshuffle 
Athens  I  KATHIMERINI  in  Greek  23  Sep  86  pp  1,  3 

[Article  by  Andreas  Zoulas:  "Lazaris,  Laliotis,  in  Papandreou's  'New' 

Plans ] 

[Text]  The  premier  is  contemplating  a  new,  impressive  maneuver  by  speeding 
up  the  reshuffling  which,  in  spite  of  denials,  is  expected  to  take  place  in 
the  first  10  days  of  November  at  the  latest.  Well-informed  sources  report 
that  Papandreou  is  currently  assessing  the  usefulness  of  speeding  up 
reshuffling  and  to  announce  it  even  before  the  municipal  elections  on  the 
condition  that  certain  "delicate  balances"  in  PASOK  and  in  the  government 
will  be  assured.  ^  assessing  the  pros  and  cons  Papandreou  will  determine 
whether  to  move  on  with  the  reshuffling  now  or  after  the  elections. 

Among  the  considerations  favoring  a  reshuffling  prior  to  the  election  are 
mainly  two: 

(a)  The  strengthening  of  the  image  the  premier  himself  presented  in 
Salonica — the  image  of  a  man  who  "dares"  to  act  regardless  of  the  political 
cost  in  the  face  of  the  election,  and 

(b)  the  reshuffling  after  the  elections  will  inevitably  be  tied,  by  its  very 
timing,  to  the  unclear  result  of  the  election.  Very  likely  it  will  then  take 
on  the  dimension  of  regrouping  rather  than  of  a  new  beginning. 

Against  reshuffling  now  are  the  pre-election  side  effects  and  the  minor  or 
major  reactions  which  inevitably  are  connected  with  every  reshuffling.  It  is 
uncertain  how  the  side  effects  will  influence  the  broader  pre-election 
behavior  of  the  governing  party. 

According  to  reports,  Papandreou  is  contemplating  certain  impressive  changes 
within  the  narrow  margins  he  has  for  making  changes  using  "new  faces." 

It  is  noted  that  of  157  deputies  PASOK  elected  in  1985,  almost  half  (71 
including  Arsenis)  have  occupied  some  government  post  during  the  first  or 
second  4-year  term. 
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Surprises 

According  to  the  same  reports — and  regardless  of  the  time  reshuffling  takes 
place — the  premier  plans  certain  spectacular  transfers  and  reappointments 
of  key  persons: 

1.  Interior  Minister  Ag.  Koutsogiorgas  will  be  discreetly  put  in  mothballs 
as  a  second  vice  premier,  a  position  to  be  specifically  created  for  this 
purpose. 

2.  Kostas  Laliotis  will  ccane  back  to  a  govmment  post.  PASOK  cadres  are 
already  moving  in  support  of  reactivating  Laliotis  in  the  party  machinery. 
Something  of  the  sort  appears  to  be  possible  at  this  time,  especially  if 
Laliotis  is  appointed  to  a  government  post,  thus  he  himself  would  revoke 
the  reasons  that  made  him,  approximately  a  year  ago,  decide  in  favor  of 
staying  out  of  active  politics. 

3.  Reactivation  of  Ap.  Lazaris.  Lazaris  himself  links  such  a  prospect  to 
the  assumption  of  significant  government  responsibilities.  It  is  known  that 
Papandreou  is  contemplating  creation  of  a  Ministry  of  Planning  for  Lazaris. 
Other  reports  say  that  such  a  government  "restructuring"  will  be  tied  to 
the  transfer  to  the  new  ministry  responsibilities  which  will  be  removed  from 
the  Ministries  of  National  Economy,  Premiership  and  Interior. 

Chain  Reactions 

The  chain  reactions  resulting  from  the  creation  of  the  new  ministry  are: 

— Reduction  of  responsibilities  for  Simitis,  but  without  causing  damage  to 
his  prestige  (with  the  removal  of  responsibilities)  or  to  that  of  Lazaris 
(with  the  transfer  of  only  insignificant  responsibilities  from  the  Ministry 
of  National  Econcany) . 

— Reduction  of  responsibilities  for  Tsokhatzopoulos,  especially  those 
related  to  public  administration.  An  indication  in  this  direction — in  spite 
of  his  recent  statements — is  that  the  bill  on  public  administration  (3- 
year  testing  period  for  civil  servants,  changes  in  hiring  procedures  based 
on  "points",  the  so-called  "Koutsogiorgas  Law,"  etc.)  is  being  put  "on  the 
shelf. " 

To  offset  this,  according  to  the  same  reports,  there  is  some  thought  to 
place  radio  TV  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Tsokhatzopoulos  in  a  new  Secre¬ 
tariat.  This  is  related  to  another  "lost"  bill  concerning  a  unified  agency 
for  radio- TV  (ERT),  which  contrary  to  statements  by  Papaioannou,  is 
definitely  being  abandoned. 
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Return  of  Maroudas 

Three  more  significant  "moves"  are  expected  with  this  reshuffling: 

a)  A  clarification  of  the  strange  situation  which  exists  in  the  Ministry  of 
Industry,  Research  and  Technology.  It  is  expected  that  Deputy  Minister 
Vaso  Papandreou  will  formally  replace  as  well  the  current  Minister 

Markos  Natsinas. 

b)  Replacement  of  ministers  or  deputy  ministers  (as  the  case  may  be)  in 
ministries  where  the  top  men  do  not  even  meet. . .socially.  A  typical  example 
mentioned  is  the  Ministry  of  Transport  and  Communications. 

c)  Replacing  Papaioannou  as  deputy  minister  of  press  and  as  government  spokes¬ 
man.  A  most  likely  replacement  once  again  is  considered  to  be  Dim.  Maroudas 
while  the  name  of  Eurodeputy  G.  Romaios  is  mentioned  less  prominently. 

As  a  result  of  a  press  report  the  government  spokesman  was  asked  yesterday 
about  the  fate  of  the  bill  for  a  unified  agency  for  radio-TV  (he  had  promised 
to  introduce  it  to  the  legislature. . .last  July).  Papaioannou  stated  that 
the  premier  and  himself  had  found  it  proper  not  to  make  it  public  before  the 
elections.  He  admitted  there  was  some  delay  in  the  committee  drafting  the 
bill  beyond  July.  VBien  15  August  came  around  it  was  decided  not  to  submit 
it  before  the  elections. 

Responding  to  another  question,  Papaioannou  categorically  stated  that  the 
bill  is  in  its  final  form  and  it  will  be  svibmitted  to  the  legislature  after 
the  elections  without  further  changes. 

The  reality  is  entirely  different.  As  KATHIMERINI  wrote  a  month  ago,  the 
bill  was  "held  up"  by  the  premier's  office.  It  is  not  going  to  move  ahead, 
at  least  not  in  the  form  Papaioannou  prepared. 

Reshuffle  Denied 

Athens  I  KATHIMERINI  in  Greek  24  Sep  86  pp  1,  3 

[Text]  Categorically  but  not  very  convincingly  the  government  made  the  tra¬ 
ditional  gesture  of  denying  that  a  reshuffling  is  imminent!  The  government 
spokesman,  after  consulting  the  premier,  termed  KATHIMERINI ' s  report 
yesterday  as  " imaginary "  or  as  based  "on  bad  informants."  The  strange 
thing  is  that  the  spokesman's  denial  did  not  include  its  most  critical  ele¬ 
ment,  namely,  that  "the  premier  is  not  contemplating  a  reshuffling  before 
or  after  the  elections." 

The  spokesman's  statement  came  only  at  the  end  of  a  long  talk  with  the 
political  reporters.  At  the  same  moment.  Minister  of  Interior 
Ag.  Koutsogiorgas — who  is  presumed  to  be  slated  for  "mothballing"  in  the 
post  of  second  vice  premier — was  much  more  cautious  in  his  statements. 
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The  statement  of  government  spokesman  Papaioannou  to  a  question  was: 

"Every  so  often  the  question  of  reshuffling  comes  to  the  surface.  Until 
the  next  reshuffling,  which  will  take  place  whenever  the  premier  decides— 
and  which  is  not  immediately  visible  on  the  horizon — many  reports  will 
receive  publicity.  I  will  not  confirm  or  deny  any  reports  since  basically 
they  will  be  imaginery  or  based  on  bad  informants." 

KATHIMERINI  makes  this  comment  on  the  premier's  statement — as  presented  by 
the  government  spokesman — and  until  facts  prove  otherwise:  This  is  the  first 
denial  of  a  reshuffling  where  the  premier  appears  to  be  uncertain  whether 
the  report  is  "imaginery"  or  "based  on  bad  informants." 

Not  Visible,  Etc. 

A  pile  of  questions  followed  the  statement  of  the  government  spokesman.  With 
his  replies  Papaioannou: 

1.  Did  not  clarify  the  meaning  of  "not  visible  on  the  horizon"  for  the 
reshuffling.  He  spoke  of  the  premier's  prerogative  to  go  ahead  with  the 
reshuffling  whenever  he  decides  to  do  so  (that  is,  before  or  after  the 
municipal  elections  and  until  the  beginning  of  Novanber,  as  said  in  the 

" r e j  ected "  report ) . 

2.  Was  not  able  to  specify  the  "reasons"  which  accoimt  for  the  publication 
of  related  reports  (he  spoke  of  all  kinds  of  reasons,  i.e.,  the  cause  of 
problems  to  the  government,  increased  circulation  of  a  newspaper),  but  he 
said  nothing  on  the  most  obvious,  that  is,  that  reshufflings  take  place  all 
the  time  and  that  discussions  and  interactions  are  things  which  are  always 
widely  being  discussed. 

3.  Was  unable  to  identify  those  persons  the  premier  consulted  in  previous 
reshufflings  and  failed  to  identify  one  case  where  a  report  for  an  impending 
reshuffling  was  confirmed. 

The  discussion  closed  with  benign  smiles  which  met  the  observation  of  a 
veteran  political  reporter:  "The  newsmen  accept  with  equanimity  denials  on 
two  instances:  devaluation  and  reshuffling." 

As  for  the  rest,  the  value  of  denials  by  the  government  spokesman  is  well 
known.  Only  a  few  days  ago  he  was  giving  assurances  that  it  never  went 
through. . .his  mind  to  deny  tax-free  newsprint  to  Beis  because  of  the  pre¬ 
election  period,  while  the  Newsprint  Committee. . .discussed  precisely  this 
subject  and  issued  tax-free  newsprint  as  the  committee  itself  confirmed  in 
writing. 

Koutsogiorgas 

Interior  Minister  Koutsogiorgas  did  not  deny  the  possibility  of  being  moved 
to  the  side!  Replying  to  a  journalist's  question  prompted  by  the 


20 


JPRS-WER-86-108 
28  October  1986 


KATHIMERINI  report  (about  the  removal  of  Koutsogiorgas  to  the  post  of  second 
vice  premier)  he  said:  "It  is  too  early  to  speak  of  reshuffling." 

"You  mean  the  time  will  be  more  appropriate  after  the  election,"  was  the 
next  question. 

"I  don't  know.  What  I  know  and  what  I  have  said  before  is  that  this  is  the 
premier's  responsibility,"  Koutsogiorgas  responded. 

Reshuffle's  Winners,  Losers  Predicted 

Athens  TO  VIMA  in  Greek  14  Sep  86  p  3 

[Article  by  Nikh.  Dimitriou:  "Reshuffling  in  November"] 

[Text]  The  next  government  reshuffling  (the  eighth)  will  have  limited  scope 
and  be  corrective,  thus  signifying  no  changes  in  the  government's  overall 
policy.  It  will  be  unaccompanied  by  spectacular  changes  and  unsuitable  for 
impressive  analyses  and  conclusions.  Mainly,  it  will  deal  with  the  transfer 
or  replacement  of  five  or  six  ministers  and  deputy  ministers  who,  as  Premier 
Andreas  Papandreou  commented,  "are  either  tired  or  I  think  they  are  tired." 

The  government  reshuffling  is  expected  shortly  after  the  fifth  anniversary 
of  PASOK's  first  electoral  victory,  specifically  in  early  November.  But 
there  are  also  different  assessments. 

According  to  one  of  these,  the  premier  does  not  do  anything  under  pressure 
or  expediency  of  publicity  and  for  this  reason  the  reshuffling  is  expected 
to  take  place  next  January  after  several  reshuffling  reports  have  been 
denied. 

According  to  another  assessment,  nothing  rules  out  a  decision  by  the  premier 
to  go  ahead  with  this  limited  reshuffling  even  before  the  first  Sunday  of 
the  municipal  election  (12  October).  The  premier  may  reach  such  a  decision 
in  the  next  few  weeks  in  order  to  show  once  again  (as  he  is  considered  to 
have  done  in  Salonica  last  Saturday  in  his  speech  on  the  state  of  the  eco¬ 
nomy)  that  he  does  not  have  any  political  worries  about  the  result  of  the 
municipal  elections. 

The  new  government  reshuffle  must  be  viewed  in  connection  with  that  of  last 
April,  which  did  not  feature  any  policy  changes  in  certain  sectors,  any 
changes  in  the  structure  and  operation  of  the  cabinet,  and  did  not  signify 
the  rise  or  fall  from  influence  of  certain  "aspirants",  groups,  or  trends. 

Those  who  claimed  at  that  time  that  the  April  reshuffling — because  of  the 
placement  of  Andonis  Tritsis  or  Stefanos  Tzoumakas  in  ministerial  posts — 
signified  the  rising  influence  of  the  "party  activists"  or  of  the  left  wing, 
were  proven  entirely  wrong.  In  a  long  article  on  27  April,  TO  VIMA  dis¬ 
cussed  how  overdrawn  were  those  argimients,  based  as  they  were  on  isolated 
and  lonconnected  cases. 


TO  VIMA  underlined  three  main  characteristics  of  the  April  reshuffling.  The 
next  reshuffling  will  be  merely  a  continuation  of  that  one. 

First:  The  upgrading  and  appointment  to  ministerial  posts  of  individuals 
closely  connected  to  the  premier's  circle  (the  so-called  "Kastri")  or 
belonging  to  it,  such  as  G.  Katsifaras,  And.  Drosogiannis,  Vas.  Saranditis, 
Filippos  Petsalnikos,  Dim.  Pitsioris,  and  Maria  Kypriotaki. 

Second:  The  keeping  in  strong  government  posts  cadres  who  have  been  often 
accused,  by  circles  of  "party  activists,"  of  remaining  in  the  "old  partisan 
and  simple  anti-Right  mentality  of  the  Center  Union"  (Menios  Koutsogiorgas, 
Evang.  Giannopoulos,  Melina  Merkouri,  Georgios  Katsifaras,  And.  Drosogiannis, 
Stathis  Alexandris  and  others). 

Third:  The  appointment  to  ministerial  posts  of  a  number  of  young  deputies 
(Khr.  Fotiou,  Th.  Stathis,  Vas.  Saranditis,  D.  Pitsioris,  D.  Georgakopoulos, 
etc.)  who  are  among  the  most  capable  and  energetic  young  PASOK  deputies. 

What,  then,  are  the  problems  the  new  reshuffling  may  solve? 

There  is  a  report  that  the  premier  considers  the  government's  major  problem 
to  be  mainly  realization  of  work  at  the  "level  of  daily  change"  and  not  so 
much  at  the  level  of  new  institutions  and  plans.  If  this  is  correct  then 
the  reshuffling  is  not  going  to  be  too  broad,  neither  is  there  going  to  be 
a  change  in  the  appearance  and  functioning  of  the  present  government.  The 
previous  reshuffling  left  certain  vinfinished  items  related  to  persons  and 
functions,  as  in  the  Ministries  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  Communication. 

Certain  "operational  difficulties"  in  the  Ministry  of  Communications  seem 
to  have  gotten  worse  since  last  April.  In  the  Ministry  of  Education  they 
have  become  less  acute  thanks  to  the  "flexibility"  shown  by  Petros  Mjralis; 
in  the  Ministry  of  Merchant  l^rine  they  became  more  acute;  in  the  Ministry 
of  National  Economy  they  did  not  disappear;  and  in  the  Ministries  of  Agri¬ 
culture  and  Interior  they  were  minimized. 

With  regard  to  so-called  conflicts  between  ministries,  one  should  note  that 
in  certain  cases  reports  reach  the  point  of  exaggeration.  The  relations  of 
Minister  of  National  Economy  Kostas  Simitis  with  the  erstwhile  "anti-Arsenis" 
Minister  of  Agriculture  Giannis  Pottakis  are  very  good.  Relations  among 
political  leaders  in  the  Ministry  of  Industry  have  became  more  normal  or  do 
not  go  beyond  the  level  of  conmon  "friction"  as  in  the  case  of  Minister  of 
Finance  Dim.  Tsouolas  with  certain  of  his  colleagues. 

At  the  same  time  one  should  note  the  particularly  careful  way 
Giannis  Kharalambopoulos  is  taking  over  more  actively  as  Minister  of  Defense 
and  less  as  vice  premier.  This  gave  the  lie  to  bad  prophesies  concerning 
the  reaction  to  be  provoked  by  his  appointment  to  the  Ministry  of  Defense, 
or  removal  from  the  Ministry  of  Interior  of  supervision  of  services  under 
the  present  Ministry  of  Public  order. 
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But  if  these  old  and  new  "disfunctions"  form  one  criterion  for  the  next 
reshuffling,  there  are  two  more  factors  the  premier  is  said  to  take  into 
account . 

One  is  that  the  number  of  ministries,  which  now  stands  at  48  ministers  and 
deputy  ministers,  cannot  go  up,  especially  since  this  would  be  contrary  to 
the  old  assurance  for  "a  small  and  flexible"  cabinet. 

The  other  is  that  the  nuinber  of  non-parliamentary "deputy  ministers  will  not 
go  up.  These  now  number  eight  (Ath.  Tsouras,  Giannis  Kapsis,  Pan.  Roumeliotis, 
Petros  Moralis,  Kostas  Geitonas,  Alkis  Rousopoulos,  Kon.  Papanagiotou,  and 
Giannos  Papandoniou) .  Also,  it  is  almost  certain  that  the  premier  will  not 
appoint  any  non-parliamentary  individual  to  the  post  of  a  new  minister,  as 
he  often  did  during  the  first  4-year  term. 

It  is  clear,  then,  that  the  so-called  "reserves"  will  be  sought  in  PASOK's 
parliamentary  group. 

First  on  the  list  of  prospective  ministers  is  the  former  Minister  of  Justice 
G.  A.  Mangakis  who  is  considered  by  some  people  to  be  the  most  suitable  per¬ 
son  for  the  new  Ministry  of  "Citizens'  Protection."  This  ministry,  which 
will  deal  with  oppression  of  the  citizenry  by  the  bureaucracy,  will  be  formed 
by  taking  away  from  the  present  Ministry  of  the  Premier.  The  creation  of 
this  ministry  will  certainly  mean — ^much  more  in  practice — some  reduction  in 
the  jurisdiction  of  Akis  Tzokhatzopoulos  who  apparently  disagreed — but  only 
mildly — with  its  creation. 

Former  minister  Apostolos  Lazaris,  who  has  gone  twice  so  far  through 
"restructuring",  ties  his  cabinet  return  to  creation  of  a  Ministry  of  Planning 
(as  PASOK  had  promised  prior  to  the  1981  election)  or  to  the  creation  of  a 
coordinating  Ministry  of  Public  Administration  which  will  combine  the  Ministries 
of  Interior  and  Premiership.  Lazaris  has  also  tied  his  cabinet  return  with 
certain  changes  in  the  operation  and  functioning  of  the  government  machinery. 

Frcxn  among  the  former  ministers,  El.  Veryvakis,  Giannis  Skoularikis  and 
G.  Moraitis  are  not  likely  to  return  to  the  cabinet.  One  exception  is 
Anastasios  Peponis,  -whose  name  is  being  discussed  both  with  connection  to 
the  Ministry  of  citizens'  Protection  and  the  Ministry  of  Merchant  Marine. 

By  contrast,  it  is  very  likely  that  Nikos  Akritidis  (or  Stelios  Papathemelis) 
will  be  appointed  to  the  Ministry  of  Northern  Greece  in  the  event  it  is  found 
necessary  to  transfer  the  present  Minister  Giannis  Papadopoulos .  This  trans¬ 
fer  depends  on  the  transfer  of  the  present  Minister  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Giorgos  Gennimatas  to  the  Ministry  of  Interior,  which  in  turn  depends  on  the 
promotion  of  Menios  Koutsogiorgas  to  the  post  of  vice  premier. 

Most  changes  and  transfers  will  depend  on  whether  Koutsogiorgas  and 
Gennimatas  are  transferred  and  on  the  persons  who  will  succeed  them. 
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Two  more  changes  being  discussed  are  those  of  Deputy  Minister  to  the  Premier 
and  government  spokesman  Miltiadis  Papaioannou  and  Deputy  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs  Theodores  Pangalos.  Maroudas'  friends  are  certain  of  his  return  and 
limitation  of  Milt.  Papaioannou  to  his  duties  as  deputy  minister  to  the  premier 
in  charge  of  public  administration  matters. 

By  contrast,  friends  of  Papaioannou — who  recently  went  through  a  period  of 
severe  insecurity— believe  the  reshuffling  will  not  affect  the  present  two¬ 
some  (Papaioannou  and  Kourtis)  of  government  representation. 

The  Minister  of  Transport,  Giorgos  Papadimitriou,  says  categorically,  "I  will 
not  be  replaced  until  I  have  conpleted  my  work,"  but  few  doubt  that  the  end 
of  his  service  as  minister  is  near.  His  most  likely  successor  is  Deputy 
Minister  Stefanos  Tzoumakas. 

In  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  there  is  question  regarding  the  position 
of  Minister  Karolos  Papoulias.  His  disagreements  with  Theodores  Pangalos 
are  considered  to  be  suitable  for  settlement,  either  because  they  are  due 
to  Pangalos'  "overactivity"  as  Papoulias'  friends  claim,  or  to  misunder¬ 
standings  as  Pangalos'  friends  believe. 

The  question  of  transferring  the  services  of  the  Greeks  Abroad  (and  those 
of  the  Press  Office)  to  the  Foreign  Ministry  with  a  corresponding  transfer 
of  Deputy  Minister  Georgios  Papandreou,  continues  to  remain  very  unsettled 
and  uncertain.  Moreover,  the  idea  does  not  seem  to  appeal  to  Papoulias. 

The  jurisdiction  of  Deputy  Minister  Takis  Roumeliotis  in  the  Ministry  of 
National  Economy  will  be  redefined.  On  the  other  hand,  if  Deputy  Minister 
of  Athletics,  Sifis  Valyrakis,  is  replaced  as  it  appears  likely,  either 
Georgios  Perrakis  or  Kostas  Aslanis  will  join  the  government. 

It  is  also  possible  that  this  time  once  again  tradition  will  be  kept  and  at 
least  one  deputy  minister  in  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  two  or  three 
deputy  ministers  in  other  economic  ministries  will  be  replaced.  It  is  said 
that  Premier  A.  Papandreou  intends  to  utilize  this  time  as  deputy  ministers 
parliamentary  deputies/manbers  of  the  Central  Committee,  mainly, 

Eirini  Laii±>raki,  K.  Aslanis,  Pavs.  Zakolikos,  Kinom  Koulouris,  and  other 
younger  deputies  such  as  G.  Petsos,  Petros  Valvis,  Dimos  Papadimitriou,  and 
Sefis  Anastasakos.  In  this  case,  the  opinion  of  Parliament  President 
Giannis  Alevras  will  be  seriously  taken  into  account. 
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PAPANDREOU  REPORTEDLY  PLANS  COOPERATION  WITH  FORMER  ND  MBIBERS 
Athens  EMBISTEVTIKO  GRAMMA  in  Greek  3  Sep  86  pp  1,  2 

[Excerpt]  No  matter  how  much  Papandreou  occupies  himself  with  his  beloved 
denials  and  declarations  about  "self  reliance  and  consistency  regarding  stra¬ 
tegic  objectives,"  the  fact  remains  that  in  the  next  elections  he  plans  to 
cooperate  with  certain  former  ND  cadres  such  as  Giannis  Boutos  and 
Dionysis  Livanos. 

Relevant  inclinations  (if  not  definite  agreements)  do  not  provide — according 
to  opposition  newspapers — for  assigning  ministries  to  the  two  men,  but  for 
placing  their  names  on  the  PASOK  ballot.  Specifically,  Boutos'  name  will 
appear  on  the  at-large  ballot  while  that  of  Livanos  on  the  ballot  of  the 
Athens  first  or  second  election  district  since  their  appearance  on  the  PASOK 
ballot  in  their  respective  old  election  districts  would  cause  many  reactions. 

From  their  point  of  view  such  deputies  as  Boutos,  Livanos  and  Nanias  do  not 
exclude  pre-election  cooperation  with  PASOK,  but  only  as  "cooperating  inde¬ 
pendent  candidates."  In  any  case,  they  presently  prefer  to  be  cautious  since 
they  have  not  severed  all  ties  with  ND  just  in  case  Mitsotais  is  replaced 
in  the  ND  leadership. 

With  regard  to  linking  persons  like  Varvitsiotis  with  "scenarios  of  coope¬ 
ration"  [with  PASOK],  this  is  an  arbitrary  interpretation  because  on  the  one 
hand  Varvitsiotis  wants  to  differentiate  his  position  fran  that  of  Mitsotakis, 
and  on  the  other  because  most  of  these  positions  (simple  proportional  [electoral 
system],  government  of  national  salvation,  etc.)  are  absolutely  contrary  to 
Karamanlis'  views  and  government  practices  as  has  been  proved,  moreover,  by 
the  Mikh.  Liapis  articles. 

By  way  of  conclusion,  the  most  recent  scenarios  are  mainly  expressing  PASOK 
intentions  for  the  distant  future  and  are  being  intentionally  inflated, 
especially  by  the  pro-communist  press,  in  order  to  support  the  KKG  view  that 
"the  two  'gladiators'  not  only  follow  the  same  line  but  also  have  common 
bi-partisan  plans  for  the  future."  This  concerns  a  completely  formalistic 
and  unrealistic  view  which  has  been  repeatedly  denied  in  the  past,  especially 
when  it  refers  to  total  "future  arrangements  and  acguiescing  scenarios"  and 
not  to  some  maneuverings  for  particular  PASOK  benefits. 
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PAPANDREOU'S  SON  VISITS  DI.ANA  MEETING 

Athens  EMBISTEVTIKO  GRAMMA  in  Greek  24  Sep  86  p  3 

[Text]  G.  Papandreou  rendered  a  poor  service  to  K.  Stefanopoulos  with  his 
sudden  visit  to  DI.ANA' s  youth  festival.  The  visit  was  publicized  with  a 
front-page  picture  and  critical  comment  by  the  newspaper,  VRADYNI  TIS 
KYRIAKIS.  The  visit  had  a  worse  reception  in  the  strongly  anti -government 
ELEVTHEROS  TYPOS. 

Since  up  to  now  (according  to  all  current  polls)  all  potential  voters  of 
DI.ANA  come  from  the  ranks  of  those  who  voted  for  ND  in  June  1985,  any  public 
demonstration  of  intentions  for  an  approach  between  Stefanopoulos  and  PASOK 
is  a  dangerous  ploy  in  an  election  period,  especially  when  such  intentions 
are  displayed  less  than  a  month  before  the  watershed  election  of  October  12. 

In  this  election,  the  ticket  supported  by  DI.ANA  must  exceed  3  percent  if 
the  party  is  to  stay  in  business. 

The  last  thing  the  party  needs  is  to  have  courtesy  visits  by  prominent  members 
of  the  premier's  family.  It  seems  that  Stefanopoulos  himself  understands 
this.  For  this  reason  he  found  it  necessary  to  spend  most  of  the  time  he 
had  on  TV,  in  the  context  of  the  youth  festival,  to  reply  to  charges  of 
rapprochement  with  PASOK. 
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RESULTS  OF  POLL  ON  POLITICAL  PREFERENCES 


Athens  EMBISTEVTIKO  GRAMMA  in  Greek  18  Sep  86  pp  8,  9 

[Text]  EMBISTEVTIKO  GRAMMA  publishes  exclusively  a  particularly  interesting 
series  of  EMRB  poll  data  taken  in  early  summer  in  the  Athens  first  [Election 
District]  (sample  of  1,300  persons).  As  is  knoxm,  only  extremely  small  data 
were  published  in  ETHNOS  and  ELEVTHEROTYPIA  which  do  not  give  but  superficial 
information  on  the  trends  of  public  opinion. 

Data  already  piiblished  in  newspapers  show  that  Beis  leads  with  33.2  percent 
compared  to  30.1  for  Evert  (undecided  not  responding:  17.9  percent)  while 
ND  leads  PASOK  with  32.1  percent  and  30.6  percent,  respectively  (undecided 
18.2  percent).  In  the  same  election  district  in  1985  ND  led  PASOK  by  4  per¬ 
cent  (44.02  for  ND,  39.77  percent  for  PASOK).  The  full  data  published  by 
EMBISTEVTIKO  GRAMMA  reveal  the  following  important  results: 

— At  this  moment,  ND  is  regaining  its  1985  voters  and  only  1  percent  of  the 
PASOK  voters.  Almost  half  of  the  undecided  voters  were  PASOK  followers  in 
1985.  Therefore,  ND's  problem  is  that  it  loses  more  voters  to  the  Democractic 
Renewal  Party  [DI.ANA]  than  it  gains  from  PASOK. 


— ND  faces  a  large  problem  in  the  broader  category  of  "liberals",  78  percent 
of  whom  (according  to  this  poll)  voted  for  it  in  1985.  Presently,  59.9  per¬ 
cent  of  the  liberals  say  they  would  vote  ND  in  the  national  elections,  while 
9.5  percent  show  a  preference  for  DI.ANA  and  17  percent  are  undecided.  Also, 
11.1  percent  in  this  category  prefer  PASOK.  ^  contrast,  ND's  backbone  con¬ 
sists  of  "conservative"  voters  (88  percent).  They  constitute  a  smaller  cate¬ 
gory  than  the  liberals  (see  table). 

Intention  of  Conservative  and 
Liberal  Voters  in  National  Elections 

%  Conservative  %  Liberals 

1.3  11.1 

88.1  59.9 

3.3  9.5 

4.0  17.0 


PASOK 

ND 

DI.ANA 

Undecided 


On  the  basis  of  the  distinction  between  "rightist",  "far  rightist,"  etc., 
ND  begins  to  create  problems  for  the  "centrist-rightists" — the  percentage 
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drops  from  89.9  in  1985  to  73.3  Its  appeal  to  the  centrist  area  is  decreasing 
— the  undecided  voters  increase  drastically  (while  PASOK's  appeal  to  the 
centrists  is  also  dropping). 


More  analytically,  the  appeal  ND,  PASOK  and  DI.ANA  have  in  these  categories 
is  the  following  (if,  that  is,  national  elections  were  held): 


PASOK 

ME* 

DI.ANA 

Undecided 


%  Rightists 

0.5 

89.4 

3.4 

3.9 


%  Centrist- 

3.5 
73.2 

9.6 

12.1 


Rightists 


%  Centrists 

55.3 

13.6 
7.0 

21.6 


Therefore,  ND  begins  to  gain  a  purer  "Right"  and  "conservative"  picture. 

DI.ANA  is  clearly  moving  toward  the  Left  of  the  major  opposition  [ND]. 

— Evert,  too,  appears  to  have  similar  problems  (deeper,  moreover,  than  his 
party)  as  he  gains  54.9  percent  of  the  liberal  voters  and  65.2  percent  (only) 
of  the  centrist-rightist  ones.  ^  contrast,  G.  Averof  gains  more  centrists 
(9.5  percent)  than  from  the  party  which  supports  him. 

— The  disappointment  of  Athenians  with  both  the  government  and  the  major 
opposition  is  great.  Satisfied  with  the  government,  32.6  percent;  disap¬ 
pointed,  60.9  percent,  the  corresponding  percentages  for  the  major  oppo¬ 
sition  are:  29.7  percent  and  61.7  percent  in  an  election  district  where  in 
1985  ND  surpassed  PASOK  by  4.0  percent.  In  1985,  ND  and  PASOK  voters  expressed 
their  preferences  for  the  government  and  opposition  as  follows: 


NEi  Voters  (%)  PASOK  Voters  (%) 


Satisfied  with  the  government  7.4  73.7 

Satisfied  with  the  opposition  66.7  3.5 

Dissatisfied  with  the  govern¬ 
ment  85.8  22.4 

Dissatisfied  with  the  oppo¬ 
sition  25.5  88.9 


In  1985  then,  more  PASOK  voters  were  satisfied  with  the  government  than  ND 
voters  with  the  major  opposition. 

— In  the  Athens  First  Election  District  the  image  of  the  two  major  party 
leaders  is  the  following  (we  give  the  views  of  total  voters  and  those  of  the 
critical  category  of  undecided  voters): 
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Mi  t  sot  aids,  K. 
Papandreou,  A. 


Total  Voters 

%  % 

Positive  Negative 


Undecided 
%  % 
Positive  Negative 


37.5 

43.4 


46.7 

36.6 


35.2 

46.6 


34.1 

26.1 


It  is  clear  that  Papandreou  is  leading  Mitsotakis  in  popularity.  ND  must 
be  concerned  with  Papandreou 's  very  positive  image  among  the  undecided 
voters.  We  again  remind  our  readers  that  these  percentages  concern  an 
election  district  where  ND  "fared  very  well"  in  1985.  We  also  point  out 
that  conservatives  see  Mitsotakis  in  an  extremely  positive  way. 
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DIALOGUE  WITH  TURKEY  GAINS  GROUND 

Athens  EMBISTEVTIKO  GRAMMA  in  Greelc  24  Sep  86  p  5 

[Text]  The  view  which  supports  the  need  for  a  dialogue  between  Greece  and 
Turkey  is  lately  gaining  ground.  Tlie  following  significant  indications 
pointed  in  that  direction: 

—Mild  criticism  by  the  pro-government  press  on  the  meeting  between  ND 
Chairman  K.  Mitsotakis  and  Turkish  Premier  T.  Ozal.  This  mild  tone  contrasts 
with  the  standard  bad  treatment  the  pro-government  press  has  accorded 
K.  Mitsotakis  on  such  issues. 

—'me  G.  Massavetas  article  in  KYRIAKATIKI  ELEVTHEROTYPIA  of  September  21 
which  ended  with:  "...a  diplomatic  game  means  contact.  We  are  waiting  for 
third  parties  to  persuade  Turkey  to  remove  its  armies  from  Cyprus  but  the 
only  ones  who  can  persuade  it  to  do  so  are  Greece  and  Cyprus.  And  no  one 
is  persuaded  without  dialogue." 

—me  recent  article  by  N.  Dimos  in  TO  VIMA  on  September  21  on  the  "neo¬ 
chauvinists",  in  which  he  wrote:  "...it  certainly  does  not  help  (Editor's 
note: ^  the  solution  of  our  differences  with  Turkey)  to  call  the  mrks  stupid, 
uncivilized  barbarians ...  Of  course,  it  is  an  easy  (and  cheap)  way  to  get 
a  round  of  applause,  but  the  cultivation  of  hatred  never  led  anywhere." 

mis  change  in  climate  in  favor  of  a  dialogue  is  not  unrelated  apparently 
to  the  intensive  activity  which  is  expected  with  regard  to  our  national 
issues  after  the  municipal  elections.  Such  a  mobility  can  bring  actual  results 
only  if  there  is  some  understanding  of  the  real  problems  from  the  turkish 
side  as  well. 
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OBLIGATION  ON  TURKEY'S  EEC  ENTRANCE— The  forthcoming  meeting  of  the  council 
for  reactivating  Turkish-EEC  relations  will  again  occasion  debates  on  the 
proper  Greek  stand  on  this  issue.  We  may,  probably,  have  some  national  exu¬ 
berances  on  the  need  for  Turkey  to  stay  out  of  the  Community.  It  is,  there¬ 
fore,  worth  remembering  the  statement  then  Premier  Karamanlis  made  on  16  June 
1975,  4  months  after  Greece's  official  application  for  joining  EEC;  "Greece 
does  not  have  nor  will  it  have  any  objection  to  Turkey's  entrance  if,  and 
ivhen,  it  decides  its  conditions  permit."  This  is  a  statement  made  in  order 
to  facilitate  our  negotiations  for  joining  EEC  and  limits  the  possibility 
of  maneuvering  on  the  part  of  any  Greek  government  on  this  issue.  The 
Community  works  on  the  basis  of  a  complex  of  mutual  commitments  and  conditions 
and  only  in  their  framework  can  one  pursue  his  objectives.  [Text]  [Athens 
EMBISTEVTIKO  GRAMMA  in  Greek  3  Sep  86  p  2]  7520 

USSR'S  REPORTED  PUBLISHING  PLANS — Even  though  the  Soviet's  direct  and 
indirect  propaganda  is  admirably  advanced  by  several  Greek  newspapers— mainly 
by  four  afternoon  pro-government  ones — it  appears  the  Soviets  want  to  take 
one  more  step  in  this  direction.  Thus,  according  to  a  reliable  but  unofficial 
Soviet  source,  a  large  Soviet  publishing  enterprise  will  soon  be  in  operation 
in  Greece.  It  will  cover  the  book  area  and  the  possibility  of  its  expanding 
into  the  video  one  is  not  ruled  out.  According  to  our  reports,  the  immediate 
target  of  this  Soviet  effort  will,  at  first,  be  to  capture  the  academic  and 
Greek  church  areas.  In  this  framework,  history  books  will  be  published 
showing  that  there  exist  strong  racial  bonds  between  Greeks  and  Russians, 
while  other  books  will  project  the  "freedoms"  the  Orthodox  Church  enjoys  in 
the  Soviet  Union.  In  addition  to  the  academic  and  church  area,  publications, 
particular  attention  will  be  given  to  youth.  But  as  of  this  moment  we  have 
no  information  as  to  the  content  of  books  for  them.  Finally,  responsible 
for  the  whole  afore-mentioned  effort  will  be  the  Moscow  correspondent  of  two 
Greek  newspapers  and  his  wife  who  is  a  Soviet  subject.  In  any  event,  this 
matter  is  of  great  interest  and  since  this  new  Soviet  effort  initiates  new 
techniques  of  influencing  public  opinion,  we  shall  return  to  this  subject. 
[Text]  [Athens  EMBISTEVTIKO  GRAMMA  in  Greek  3  Sep  86  p  5]  7520 
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REACTION  TO  U.S.  PAPER  ON  COUNTRY  AS  CHEMICAL  WEAPONS  TARGET 
Reykjavik  MORGUNBIADID  in  Icelandic  14  Jun  86  p  24 
[Editorial:  "Qiemical  Weapons  and  Iceland"] 

[Text]  Considerable  debates  about  chemical  weapons  have  been  taking  place 
during  the  past  weeks  because  of  the  decision  taken  by  the  U.S.  Government  to 
resume  production  of  chemical  weapons  after  17  years.  According  to  a  decision 
by  the  U.S.  Congress,  a  stipulation  for  the  appropriations  for  the  production 
of  chemical  weapons  was  that  the  issue  would  be  submitted  to  the  Atlantic 
Alliance  and  its  member  states  for  approval.  This  was  done  in  the  usual 
manner,  vhich  is  that  the  governments  report  to  the  Alliance  vhat  objectives 
they  have  set  for  defense  preparations  in  the  coming  years.  When  the 
objectives  of  the  U.S.  Government  were  reported,  including  the  chemical 
weapons,  various  governments  declared,  the  Icelandic  government  was  one  of 
•toem,  that  they  wanted  to  erase  chemical  weapons  from  all  arsenals  every\«here 
in  the  world,  and  that  they  would  not  allow  them  in  their  countries.  The 
conclusion  in  the  Atlantic  Allieince  forum  was  that  the  U.S.  Government  felt 
that  the  reaction  it  received  fulfilled  the  stipulation  set  by  the  U.S. 
Congress  for  the  appropriations. 

The  spokesmen  for  resuming  the  production  of  chemical  weapons  have  deployed 
various  means  to  support  their  case.  It  is  well  known  that  many  methods  are 
used  under  such  circumstances,  and  the  readers  of  MORGUNEIADID  yesterday  saw 
one  such  method  vhen  a  report  on  chemical  weapons  vhich  had  been  published  on 
the  front  page  of  the  WALL  STREET  JOURNAL  last  Thursday  was  published  in  the 
paper.  In  this  article,  Iceland  is  taken  as  an  example  of  a  place  that  might 
be  the  target  of  a  chemical  weapon  attack.  The  fact  that  representatives  of 
the  U.S.  Government  or  military  specialists  do  especially  mention  Iceland  in 
this  connection  does  not  at  all  give  the  correct  picture  of  the  debates  about 
these  matters,  for  example,  in  other  places  in  the  Nordic  countries.  The 
Swedish  Civil  Defense  have,  for  example,  set  as  their  objective  that  all 
inhabitants  of  the  country  will  be  able  to  wear  masks  or  clothing  that  are 
protective  against  chemical  weapons.  At  the  end  of  1984,  the  Swedish  Civil 
Defense  had  distributed  4.2  million  masks  and  600  thousand  pieces  of 
protective  clothing  for  children. 
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From  the  news  report  in  the  WALL  STREET  JOURNAL  it  can  be  inferred  that  the 
article  is  written  in  order  to  express  the  view  of  those  people  vitio  want  the 
decision  on  the  pixxiuction  of  chemical  weapons  by  the  United  States  approved. 
It  is  stated  in  the  article  that  the  Soviet  arsenal  of  chemical  weapons  is 
three  to  four  times  larger  than  that  of  the  United  States.  The  view  of  the 
authorities  in  Washington  is  reiterated,  that  is  that  this  imbalance  will  lead 
to  the  fact  that  the  Soviets  will  use  chemical  weapons  rather  than  nuclear 
weapons  where  there  is  now  a  balance  between  the  superpowers.  If  the  Western 
states  have  only  a  limited  amount  of  chemical  weapons,  they  mi^t  be  forced  to 
resort  to  using  nuclear  weapons  to  curb  a  Soviet  chemical  weapons  attack.  It 
says  further:  "In  Europe,  the  fear  of  war  with  chemical  weapons  is  great  and 
is  obviously  increasing." 

It  will  be  doubted  here  that  the  fear  of  war  is  increasing  in  Europe.  It 
will,  however,  not  be  doubted  that  the  Europeans  feel  that  it  is  more  likely 
now  than  before  that  the  Soviets  will  use  chemical  weapons.  As  the  exairple  of 
the  Swedish  Civil  Defense  shows,  people  want  to  be  prepared  for  every 
possibility.  In  a  letter  written  Ijy  the  Office  of  the  Prime  Minister,  after 
Steingrimur  Hermannsson  became  prime  minister  in  1983,  to  a  committee  that  was 
working  on  revision  of  laws  on  civil  defense,  it  comes  forth  that  it  was  most 
likely  that  if  the  security  system  would  fail,  bomb  attacks  by  conventional 
weapons  would  be  made  on  Iceland,  and  then  chemical  weapons  mi^t  be  used.  It 
can  be  seen  from  this  that  the  WALL  STREET  JOURNAL  is  not  needed  to  inform 
Icelanders  about  this  danger. 

As  is  stated  in  the  aforementioned  letter  from  the  Office  of  the  Prime 
Minister,  the  security  system  we  have  participated  in  creating  with  our 
membership  in  the  Atlantic  Alliance  would  have  to  fail  before  weapons  would  be 
used  against  Iceland  and  other  nations.  This  is  an  irtportant  condition.  The 
cooperation  within  the  Atlantic  Alliance  has  as  its  objective  to  secure  peace 
for  its  member  states.  In  order  for  this  cooperation  to  bear  fruit,  each 
nation  must  provide  its  share;  it  also  has  the  ri^t  to  ej^ct  that  its  allies 
are  not  dragging  it  into  a  scare  propaganda  which  is  only  deployed  by  those 
who  feel  that  they  are  at  a  disadvantage.  The  article  in  THE  WALL  STREET 
JOURNAL  is  an  example  of  such  propaganda.  In  the  end,  it  will  be  water  on  the 
mill  of  those  who  want  to  undermine  the  cooperation  within  the  Atlantic 
Alliance. 

It  is  felt  that  in  the  recent  past  it  has  been  more  common  than  before  that 
U.S.  authorities  feel  that  they  can  do  vhat  they  want  in  their  relations  with 
their  allies  without  showing  the  consideration  vhich  alone  creates  a  feasible 
atmosphere  in  the  cooperation  of  sensitive  issues.  It  is  necessary  to  react 
against  such  a  trend  with  all  available  measures.  Anything  else  will  bring 
the  Kremlin  cimmunition  and  make  it  easier  for  them  to  reach  the  objective 
\i\hich  they  put  at  the  top  of  their  wish  list:  to  divide  and  dominate  in  Europe 
after  a  wedge  has  been  put  between  Western  Europe  and  North  America. 
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COIDMNIST  VIEWS  OPPOSITION  TO  NATO  RESERVE  BASE  IN  NORTH 
Reykjavik  MORGUNBIADID  in  Icelandic  14  Jun  86  p  9 

[Commentary  by  'Staksteinar: '  "Why  Does  NATO  Want  a  Base  in  Skagafjordxar?] 
[Text]  Reserve  Airport 

For  several  years  there  has  been  talk  about  the  necessity  of  building  a  full 
service  alternate  airport  in  the  northern  part  of  the  country.  All  those  vtio 
are  f^iliar  with  Icelandic  aviation  affairs  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 
building  of  a  reserve  airport  is  an  urgent  matter  of  interest  and  security. 
The  attention  is  now  mainly  directed  toward  Saudarkrokur  in  this  connection. 
TBHNN  and  THJODVILJINN  have  discussed  the  alternate  airport  in  the  past  days 
and  today,  Staksteinar  will  touch  upon  these  discussions. 

Thorarinsson's  Article 

Thorarinn  Thorarir^son,  former  editor  of  TIMINN  and  the  Progressive  Party's 
specialist  in  foreign  affairs  and  security  affairs,  wrote  an  article  in  TIMINN 
on  Wednesday  under  the  headline  "Why  Does  NATO  Want  a  Base  in  Skagafjordur?" 
In  his  article,  Thorarinsson  is  building  on  a  written  question  which  Karl 
Steinar  Gudnason,  member  of  parliament  for  the  Social  Democratic  Party,  put  to 
Foreign  Minister  Matthias  A.  Mathiesen  in  the  Althing  this  winter  concerning 
the  alternate  airport.  In  the  minister's  answer  it  comes  forth  that  the 
"Naval  Command  of  the  Atlantic  Alliance"  is  interested  in  a  reserve  airport 
for  the  Keflavik  Base;  no  formal  discussions  have  taken  place;  the  Naval 
Command  wants  to  provide  funds  for  a  feasibility  stu(^;  no  ideas  have  emerged 
about  a  Defense  Force  Unit  or  a  guard  unit  at  the  reserve  airport. 

Thorarinsson  uses  this  as  his  basis  to  elaborate.  He  feels  that  the  request 
by  the  Naval  Command  of  the  Atlantic  Alliance  should  be  viewed  with  that  in 
mind  that  during  Reagan's  term  in  office,  emphasis  has  been  put  on 
strengthening  the  U.S.  Navy. 

Thorari^son  also  cites  an  article  by  John  Ausland  vdiich  was  publii^ed  in  the 
Norw^ian  newspaper  AFTENPOSTEN  under  the  headline;  Iceland,  Unsinkable 
Carrier.  Thorarinsson  says  that  Ausland  traces  "how  measures  are  being  taken 
now,  slowly  but  surely,  to  make  the  Keflavik  Base  a  carrier."  This  is  not 
stated  anywhere  in  Ausland 's  article.  On  the  other  hand,  he  points  out  that 
during  debates  about  whether  to  send  U.S.  carriers  to  the  Norwegian  Sea,  it 
has  become  more  obvious  how  important  Iceland  is  as  an  unsinkable  carrier.  The 
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increasing  interest  shown  by  the  United  States  and  various  other  NATO  states 
in  Iceland  can  be  traced  to  the  NATO  decision  to  demonstrate  in  black  and 
viiite  that  the  Alliance  does  not  plan  to  cede  the  Norwegian  Sea  to  the  Soviets 
in  case  of  conflict. 

Thorarinsson's  Conclusion 

It  should  not  come  as  any  surprise  to  Thorarinn  Thorarinsson  that  Iceland  is 
cottpared  to  an  unsinkable  carrier.  This  has  been  done  so  often  and  by  so  many 
that  it  is  too  numeroi:is  to  count.  The  conclusion  vhich  Thorarinsson  drav®  at 
the  end  of  his  article  is  as  follows:  "Icelanders  are  hardly  such  children 
that  they  will  imagine  that  such  a  project  as  a  reserve  airport  for  the 
Keflavik  Airport  will  be  left  unprotected  after  it  has  been  built."  Then 
Thorarinsson  starts  inferring  that  Icelanders  will  not  be  told  that  the 
airport  will  have  to  be  protected,  and  in  fact  that  this  involves  an  airport 
which  gradually  could  serve  the  same  role  militarily  as  does  the  Keflavik 
Base. .  .But  this  will  not  be  said  at  the  beginning  but  gradually  iitplemented. " 

The  most  amazing  part  about  Thorarinsson's  article  is  that  he  seems  in  fact  to 
look  at  Icelanders  as  children  in  defense  and  security  matters.  He  acts  as  if 
this  involves  an  issue  which  we  are  unable  to  evaluate  and  that  others  are 
able  to  trick  us  and  deceive  us.  He  also  talks  about  the  reserve  airport  in 
such  a  way  that  it  is  of  no  inportance  for  any  aviation  but  military  aviation. 
He  acts  as  if  Icelanders  do  not  have  any  independent  security  interests  to 
guard,  but  that  they  are  the  puppets  of  the  Atlantic  Alliance  vhich  in  turn  is 
ruled  by  militarists  in  the  United  States.  THJODVIIiJINN,  of  course,  praises 
Thorarinsson's  article  in  an  editorial  and  says:  "The  older  statesman  of  the 
Progressive  Party,  Thorarinn  Thorarinsson,  former  editor  and  member  of 
parliament,  writes  an  important  article  in  TIMINN  about  this  plan  of  the 
United  States. .  .THJODVILJINN  agrees  totally  with  these  words  of  Thorarinn 
Thorarinsson,  former  editor." 

Iceland's  Part 

Under  the  leadership  of  Geir  Hallgrimsson,  steps  have  been  taken  in  the 
Foreign  Ministry  to  strengthen  the  position  of  Icelandic  authorities  to 
evaluate  Icelandic  security  interests;  of  course,  they  are  the  ones  who  will 
decide  vhen  the  reserve  airport  is  evaluated  militarily.  On  the  other  haM,  it 
is  the  role  of  the  Icelandic  authorities  to  make  a  decision  about  this  airport 
in  view  of  aviation  security.  The  time  has  come  to  do  this  and  to  take  a 
position  on  the  financing  of  the  project. 

Many  years  ago,  before  Reagan  and  Lehmann  entered  the  picture,  it  was  pointed 
out  by  Icelandic  people  that  it  was  not  advisable  to  leave  a  reserve  airport 
totally  urprotected  in  this  country.  When  that  was  mentioned,  tumult  arose  in 
the  cartp  of  Thorarinn  Thorarinsson  and  his  political  colleagues.  The  purpose 
of  Thorarinsson's  writing  now  is  probably  to  ^ow  that  the  Progressive  Party 
and  the  People's  Alliance  still  hold  common  views  in  security  and  defense 
matters;  security  and  defense  matters  will  not  be  a  stumbling  block  if  a 
leftist  government  comes  into  being. 
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KOMBRINK  BEGINS  DEBATE  ON  FUTURE  COURSE  OF  LABOR  PARTY 

Rotterdam  NRC  HANDELSBLAD  In  Dutch  23  Aug  86  p  9 

[Article  by  Frans  Kok:  "Kombrink  Fires  the  Starting  Shot"] 

[Text]  Of  course  it  was  bound  to  come.  After  the  handsome  victory — which 
proved  to  be  a  sterile  one  later  on — of  the  PvdA  on  May  21,  sooner  or  later 
the  self-examination  within  the  PvdA  had  to  get  started. 

Shortly  after  the  elections,  attempts  were  already  made  in  the  party  publica¬ 
tion  and  elsewhere  to  explain  the  "victory  defeat."  The  Lubbers  effect,  their 
own  candidate  who  appeared  to  be  worn  out,  the  economic  recovery,  too  little 
attention  given  by  the  PvdA  to  the  middle  groups,  everything  passed  in  review. 
However,  hardly  any  doubt  of  their  own  premises  could  be  noticed. 

At  the  party  assembly  of  May  31,  the  mood  was  also  reasonably  cheerful. 
Actually,  nothing  was  the  matter — Lubbers  had  by  accident  managed  to  grab 
two  more  seats,  but  next  time  it  might  be  better.  An  investigation  into  the 
party's  course  was  rejected  as  being  superfluous;  only  the  campaign  and  its 
results  would  be  evaluated  by  a  minor  committee. 

Party  Chairman  Van  de  Berg  said  so  plainly:  "No  change  in  the  political 
course;  no  program  shift  to  the  center."  In  other  words,  the  course  is  right, 
that  was  not  the  problem.  Den  Uyl  thought  that  something  in  particular  had 
to  be  done  about  the  image.  Waving  the  red  flag  and  singing  the  "Interna¬ 
tional,"  folklore  which  the  television  news  likes  to  broadcast,  has  served  its 
turn  as  an  advertisement  message.  "That  is  the  socialist  church.  That  is  the 
domain  of  only  15  percent  of  the  voters.  The  PvdA  needs  40  percent,"  accord¬ 
ing  to  Den  Uyl  in  the  publication  VOORWAARTS. 

Member  of  the  Chamber  Kombrink  has  now  belled  the  cat.  In  a  substantial 
article  in  the  publication  of  the  Wiardi  Beckman  Foundation  he  analyzes  the 
position  and  the  ideological  concept  of  his  party  and  views  them  in  connection 
with  the  causes  of  the  disappointing  results.  The  conclusion  of  this  former 
originator  of  the  New  Left  is  rather  devastating. 

The  positions  and  objectives  of  the  PvdA  are  contradictory,  Kombrink  thinks. 
Sufficiently  developed,  new  ideas  are  lacking.  "Our  position  is  neither 
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fish  nor  flesh."  Kombrink  even  dares  to  very  carefully  doubt  the  effective¬ 
ness  and  with  it,  the  correctness  of  the  sacred  cruise  missile  position. 

Therefore,  he  advocates  that  the  ideological  positions  of  the  PvdA  be  again 
thoroughly  reviewed.  He  calls  the  protest  of  part  of  the  party  board 
against  a  thorough  evaluation  stupid  and  untenable.  He  fears  that  if  the 
PvdA  does  not  decide  for  a  re— orientation  quickly,  it  will  be  socially  and 
politically  isolated.  "The  PvdA  is  on  the  sideline  for  the  moment,  but 
that  does  not  mean  that  the  trade  union  movement  also  wants  to  be  on  the 
sideline.  That  movement  will  continue  with  the  course  it  started,  to  also 
do  business  with  a  government  of  the  Right.  If  we  do  not  watch  out,  this 
will  result  in  conflicts  between  potential  allies,"  he  warns.  Briefly, 
"either  you  evaluate  properly  or  you  do  not  do  it  at  all . " 

Kombrink  mentions  that  the  PvdA  is  left  empty-handed  in  times  of  economic 
crisis  and  does  not  have  an  answer  to  all  sorts  of  policy  issues.  The 
political  identity  can  no  longer  be  derived  from  further  expansion  of 
welfare  facilities  and  Income  growth.  If  cutbacks  have  to  come,  then  we  will 
reluctantly  adjust  to  financial  measures  which  cannot  be  evaded,  he  writes. 
For  an  increase  in  the  collective  taxes  or  a  decrease  in  income  differences 
are  no  longer  options.  The  PvdA  ends  up  on  the  defensive  and  is  running 
behind  the  developments.  There  is  no  real  alternative,  and  therefore  only 
attempts  are  made  to  undo  part  of  the  cuts  proposed  by  the  government. 

The  lowest  point  was  the  participation  in  the  Van  Agt  cabinet  II.  Our  main 
issue,  a  better  fight  against  unemployment,  also  depended  upon  nonpolitical 
forces  such  as  employers  and  employees,  Kombrink  says.  But  the  resistance 
to  our  complicity  in  achieving  the  cuts  was  considerable,  and  the  trade  union 
movement  was  not  yet  as  accommodating  at  that  time  as  it  is  now.  Van  Agt, 
who  wanted  to  get  rid  of  us  right  away,  got  some  help  from  PvdA  circles. 
Whereas  in  the  sixties  the  complaint  was  voiced  that  the  PvdA  was  only 
allowed  to  clear  rubbish,  the  PvdA  is  not  even  allowed  to  do  that  now,"  is 
the  bitter  opinion. 

A  push  to  the  Right  is  not  the  solution,  nor  is  lessening  the  gap  with  the 
CDA.  Kombrink  agrees  with  his  fellow  chamber  member  De  Vries  that  the  PvdA 
should  find  its  own  answers  to  the  new  problems.  But  he  thinks  that  if 
looking  for  its  own  answers  results  in  lessening  the  gap  with  other  parties 
in  some  respects,  then  that  should  not  make  us  nervous. 

The  main  issue,  however,  is  whether  it  is  possible  to  develop  a  new  national 
model  for  the  old  ideal  of  equality.  The  equality  model  which  the  social 
democracy  had  in  mind  is  falling  apart,  but  the  PvdA  does  not  have  any  hold 
on  the  changes  which  occur  in  social  relations.  There  is  a  vacuum,  and  it 
is  high  time  that  the  PvdA  considers  those  problems,  he  thinks. 

The  PvdA  was  always  good  at  retrospective  analysis.  Involuntarily  you  ask 
yourself  why  Kombrink  did  not  present  his  ideas  half  a  year  earlier.  Maybe 
it  could  have  helped  some.  It  is  also  a  bit  disappointing  that  he  himself 
does  not  make  an  attempt  to  formulate  the  beginning  of  an  answer.  The 
headline  of  his  article  reads;  "Whither  PvdA?"  After  reading  it,  it  is  not 
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clear  which  direction  Kombrink  wants  to  take.  The  absence  of  difficult, 
ideological  terms  and  bombastic  objectives  is  striking,  however.  His 
is  somewhat  pragmatic.  More  Kok's  than  Den  Uyl's  tone.  However,  a  little 
more  seems  to  be  required  in  order  to  elicit  an  in-depth  debate. 

A  short— tem  problem  for  which  he  does  propose  some  sort  of  a  solution  is 
the  cruise  missile  issue.  According  to  Kombrink,  the  PvdA  has  to  choose  a 
new  position  now  that  a  decision  on  deployment  can  only  result  from  talks 
between  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  United  States.  If  no  agreement  is  reached 
between  both  countries,  then  that  is  mostly  due  to  the  attitude  of  the 
American  Government,  considering  the  present  state  of  affairs.  The  Nether¬ 
lands  has  to  develop  its  own  standard  which  the  security  policy  has  to  meet, 
and  it  has  to  make  no-deplo3mient  a  sanction  against  the  negative  position 
of  the  United  States,  he  writes. 

"From  such  a  position,  we  could  start  the  offensive  again.  By  sticking  to 
a  brief  "no"  we  cannot  exercise  Influence  anymore,"  he  says.  The  latter 
sentence  is  more  interesting  than  the  first  one,  especially  as  far  as  the 
internal  debate  (in  so  far  as  it  exists)  in  the  PvdA  is  concerned.  It  is 
the  realistic  recognition  of  the  fact  that  the  PvdA’s  "no"  under  any 
circumstances"  has  permanently  lost  its  function.  In  its  place,  the  PvdA 
has  to  start  looking  for  something  ttew.  The  question  is  whether  this  would 
be  a  Dutch  threat  of  no  employment  if  the  United  States  takes  too  rigid  a 
position  in  the  eyes  of  the  PvdA  (as  if  it  were  not  the  West  European 
countries  themselves  which  asked  the  United  States  for  deployment). 

In  any  case,  Kombrink  has  the  courage  to  open  the  debate  on  this  taboo,  even 
though  that  does  not  mean  that  the  spiritual  heirs  of  the  New  Left  will 
nominate  him  freeman  of  Steenwijk. 
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PEACE  MOVEMENT  TO  STRESS  TIES  WITH  EAST  EUROPE  GROUPS 
Rotterdam  NRC  HANDELSBLAD  in  Dutch  23  Aug  86  p  2 

[Article  by  Frits  Groeneveld:  "One  Hundred  Meters  in  10  Seconds  Is  a  Bit 
Much  for  an  Old  Lady"] 

[Text]  The  Dutch  disease  is  no  longer  rampant.  While  the  West  German  weekly 
magazine  DER  SPIEGEL  reported  in  June  of  1981  that  all  of  northwestern  Europe 
was  hit  by  the  "hollaendische  Krankheit"  [Dutch  disease]  and  that,  because  of 
it,  the  peace  movement  in  the  FRG  was  continuously  growing  and  had  managed 
to  spread  its  influence,  the  IKV  [Interdenominational  Peace  Council]  in  the 
Netherlands  was  forced  to  come  around  5  years  later  because  the  nine 
affiliated  churches  could  not  keep  pace  with  it,  and  the  Dutch  disease  had 
already  created  too  many  patients  within  the  churches. 

Now  more  than  ever  before,  the  IKV  and  the  churches  want  to  map  out  IKV  policy 
together.  And  in  order  to  somewhat  neutralize  the  problems  in  the  churches 
to  which  movements  such  as  the  Icto  [Interdenominational  Bilateral  Disarmament 
Committee] ,  the  HBV  [Reformed  Council  for  Peace  Issues]  and  the  less  religious 
SVP  [Peace  Politics  Foundation]  had  made  considerable  contributions,  a 
permanent  council  will  probably  be  established  in  which  IKV  and  the  affiliated 
churches  can  frequently  exchange  ideas. 

When  such  a  council  is  established,  the  old  IKV,  which  since  1977  managed 
to  inspire  millions  of  fellow  countr3mien  (within  and  outside  the  churches) 
with  the  slogan  "Rid  the  World  of  Nuclear  Arms  and  Start  with  the  Nether¬ 
lands...,"  and  filled  others  with  as  much  horror  because  of  so  much  "one¬ 
sidedness,"  will  die.  The  IKV  races  on  and  on,  the  Reverend  C.B.  Roos, 
chairman  of  the  Reformed  Synod,  reported  in  1983  in  the  NRC  HANDELSBLAD;  and 
one  year  later  he  said  again  in  HERVORMD  NEDERLAND  [Reformed  Netherlands]: 

"One  hundred  meters  in  10  seconds  is  a  bit  much  for  an  old  lady,"  referring 
to  the  churches,  of  course.  The  strange  thing  about  the  peace  council  was 
—according  to  Roos  3  years  ago — that  it  turned  things  upside  down.  "The 
IKV  originated  in  the  churches;  it  was  and  is  a  council  of  and  for  the 
churches,  but  it  started  to  become  independent  and  look  for  support  from 
other  (non-religious)  groups  so  that  I  had  to  read  in  the  paper  what  was 
being  discussed  in  the  IKV — that  should  have  been  put  on  our  table." 
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Broken  Relationship 

Roos,  himself  a  fervent  supporter  of  the  anti-nuclear  ideas  for  which  the 
IKV  went  to  war,  finally  proved  to  be  right.  The  church  leaders,  shaken 
by  what  the  IKV  had  brought  about,  put  the  council  in  its  place;  now,  after 

the  peace  movement  has  lost  its  battle  against  the  deployment  of  cruise 

missiles  in  Woensdrecht,  they  are  trying  to  re-establish  the  broken  relation¬ 
ship.  Indeed,  we  made  some  mistakes,  thinks  Reverend  J.E,  van  Veen,  acting 
IKV  chairman  since  Professor  J.  van  Putten  resigned  at  the  beginning  of  this 
year  because  of  insurmountable  conflicts  with  Secretary  Faber.  "We  operated 
too  politically,  became  more  or  less  separated  from  the  churches  and  neglected 
the  large  middle  group  in  society,  the  CDA  voters,  and  did  not  treat  them 
constructively  enough.  Our  analysis  of  the  nuclear  arms  problems  was  right. 

Nobody  has  really  been  able  to  dispute  that.  First  the  churches  made  it 

possible  that  that  analysis,  translated  as  it  was  into  the  well-known  slogan 
which  even  now  we  will  not  drop,  was  discussed  in  the  churches.  That  was  all 
very  well.  But  when  after  some  time  the  IKV  asked  the  churches  to  take  their 
own  positions,  then  it  became  difficult.  Almost  all  of  them  reacted  >  i 
positively,  but  politics  and  gospel  were  seen  too  much  as  one  in  defining  the 
positions,  causing  the  judgments  of  synods  and  church  leaders  to  get  too  much 
of  an  absolute  character,  and  politicians  were  not  able  to  do  anything  with 
them.  And  as  far  as  those  "slips"  of  Mient-Jan  are  concerned,  those  were 
aimed  at  leaving  the  option  open  to  discuss  our  ideological  politics." 

East  Europe 

From  now  on  the  KIV  does  not  only  look  to  the  churches  again,  but  also  is 
changing  its  course  from  cruise  missiles  to  a  possible  dialogue  between  East 
and  West.  It  is  true  that  such  a  dialogue  had  always  been  on  its  list  and 
attempts,  not  very  successful  ones,  had  already  been  made  to  achieve  this;  but 
now  the  peace  council  is  really  serious  about  it,  and  the  church  leaders 
(bishops  and  synod  chairmen)  have  given  their  blessings.  The  main  aim  is  to 
make  contact  with  all  sorts  of  groups,  religious  or  otherwise,  in  East 
Europe  in  order  to  strengthen  "civil  cohabitation"  in  the  East  Bloc.  "But 
the  intention  is  not  that  those  powers  will  get  support  aimed  at  undermining 
the  governments  in  East  Europe,"  according  to  IKV  Chairman  van  Veen, 

His  opponents  were  quick  to  seize  the  opportunity  again  to  explain  that  this 
policy  is  also  no  good,  J.A.  Hebly  writes  in  the  peace  publication  of  the 
SVP  that  the  churches  have  to  stop  involving  the  churches  in  the  Soviet  Union 
in  activities  related  to  international  political  problems.  "The  peace 
testimony  of  the  Russian  churches,"  according  to  Hebly,  "has  been  determined 
by  national  politics.  It  sees  peace  as  an  extension  of  the  establishment  and 
consolidation  of  Leninist  Marxism,  In  that  frame  of  reference,  peace  work 
becomes  an  aspect  of  the  international  class  struggle  and  the  peace  work  of 
the  churches  also  runs  the  danger  of  sharpening  the  contrasts  in  the  world, 
of  strengthening  ideological  bloc-forming  and  of  encouraging  agressiveness 
towards  the  other,  the  ’imperialist’,  camp."  Although  he  almost  completely 
passed  over  the  good  individual  church  contacts  between  many  Dutch  and  GDR 
communities,  Hebly  thinks  that  the  churches  should  limit  their  contacts  with 
East  Europe  to  a  purely  spiritual-theological  relationship.  As  if  the 
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churches  in  the  Netherlands,  just  like  those  in  East  Europe,  part  as  they  are 
of  the  international  ecumenical  movement,  had  not  just  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  theology  and  those  politics  have  much,  if  not  everything,  to  do  with 
each  other  and  that  the  separation  propagated  by  Hebly  has  become  impossible 
practically  and  in  principle. 


12433/9435 
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EUROPEAN  AFFAIRS 


EC  STUDY  SHOWS  LITTLE  POPULATION  GROWTH  IN  EUROPE 
Frankfurt  FRANKFURTER  ALLGEMEINE  in  German  23  Aug  86  p  2 

[Article  by  Ho;  "Population  Stagnation  in  Europe — EC  Study  Says  ’Young  Work 
Force  in  Short  Supply'"] 

[Text]  Population  growth  in  EC  countries  has  tended  to  stagnate  for  quite 
some  time  now  and  will  remain  unsatisfactory  in  coming  years.  This  is  the 
conclusion  of  a  report  by  the  EC  economic  and  social  committee  about  the 
demographic  situation  in  Euopre.  The  analysis  points  out  that  the  average 
yearly  growth  in  EC  countries  has  been  on  the  decline  for  the  last  20  years 
with  a  bare  0.2  percent  in  1983.  The  tendency  toward  a  population  stagnation 
can  be  observed  more  or  less  in  every  EC  country  and  has  various  causes — some 
of  great  importance*  such  as  a  decrease  in  female  fertility*  a  drop  in 
migration,  and  a  decrease  in  premature  deaths  which  creates  a  rise  in  the 
ratio  of  elderly  to  the  general  population.  The  study’s  authors  have  pro¬ 
jected  population  trends  based  on  a  10-member  community,  and  they  point  out 
that  differences  exist  in  the  speed  of  population  growth  despite  commonly 
accepted  theories.  Thus,  while  the  FRG  has  experienced  a  drop  in  population 
since  1974,  Great  Britain,  Belgium,  Luxembourg  and  Italy  are  in  a  state  of 
stagnation.  France*  the  Netherlands  and  Greece,  on  the  other  hand,  are 
blessed  with  an  increasing  population.  Ireland*  so  the  authors  say,  is 
experiencing  the  largest  population  increase  with  1.6  percent,  because  the 
traditional  exodus  to  the  United  States  has  ended  and  the  fertility  of  Irish 
women  is  very  high.  As  expected,  the  FRG  together  with  Denmark*  Luxembourg 
and  the  Netherlands  ranks  at  the  lower  end  of  the  "European  fertility  scale." 

In  1983*  the  FRG  had  the  lowest  "fertility  indicator"  of  all  EC  countries 
with  an  average  of  1.32  children.  This  number  ranked  way  below  the  population 
replacement  threshold  of  slightly  more  than  2  children  per  woman,  and  is 
thus  significant  for  reproductive  behavior.  The  authors  have  generally 
found  that  since  1950*  female  fertility  has  dropped  below  the  population 
replacement  level  almost  everywhere  in  Europe.  That  had  already  been  the 
case  during  the  1940 ’s  for  the  FRG*  Italy,  and  presumably  also  for  Great 
Britain  and  Denmark.  Almost  all  EC  countries  lack  enough  daughters  to  replace 
their  mothers.  Here  too,  the  authors  have  come  upon  certain  differences 
among  countries.  While  France  has  undergone  hardly  any  decline  in  the  number 
of  firstborns,  the  FRG  has  been  plagued  by  a  "significant  decline"  because 
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numerous  couples  have  chosen  to  remain  childless  (in  1954,  1  out  of  5  women 
as  compared  to  1  out  of  10  women  in  France).  The  authors  conclude  that 
families  with  many  children  are  becoming  increasingly  rare  throughout  Europe. 

A  Retreat  From  the  Family 

As  the  authors  address  the  reasons  behind  this  population  decline,  they 
point  out  that  the  wide-spread  turning  away  from  the  family  has  become  a  ''way 
of  life.  Almost  everywhere  people  marry  less  often  and  later  in  life; 
marriages  seem  to  have  become  less  permanent.  The  economic  indicator  for 
first  marriages,  which  is  calculated  each  year  based  on  the  couples’  age, 
has  suddenly  dropped  from  values  of  around  1.0  to  0.5  (Denmark)  and  0.6 
(FRG).  This  is  without  precedence,  claim  the  authors.  Obviously  marriage  is 
losing  its  general,  almost  universal  character,  and  has  only  retained  its 
meaning  for  half  of  Europe’s  population.  Given  the  continuation  of  this 
retreat  from  the  family,  an  increasing  share  of  younger  women  will  remain 
single  and  give  birth  to  fewer  babies.  In  this  context,  it  is  important  that 
women  who  are  single  or  entertain  "marriage-like"  arrangements  clearly  have 
fewer  children.  Apart  from  the  decrease  in  fertility,  the  authors  mention 
reasons  such  as  the  decrease  in  mortality  among  younger  people,  increasing 
prosperity,  and  the  high  cost  of  education,  as  well  as  the  liberalization  of 
birth  control  and  abortion. 

The  study  also  mentions  that  "our  society  lacks  vision."  EC  countries  enjoy 
a  high  standard  of  living,  yet  activities  tied  to  intellectual  or  non¬ 
material  gain  wither  away  more  and  more.  To  prove  their  point,  the  authors 
recall  the  time  Immediately  after  WW  II.  Then,  such  external  circumstances 
as  low  wages  and  housing  shortages  did  not  favor  population  growth;  never¬ 
theless,  many  couples  were  inspired  by  the  vision  of  rebuilding  their  country 
and  they  decided  to  have  children.  The  conclusion  is  that  personal  decisions 
and  public  opinion  are  decisively  determined  by  economic  issues  as  well  as  by 
moral  factors,  and  especially  by  the  element  of  solidarity.  In  assessing  the 
economic  repercussions  of  a  persistently  low  birth  rate,  the  study  predicts  an 
economy  increasingly  burdened  by  an  aging  population  and  a  threat  to  the 
competitiveness  of  the  national  economy.  The  danger  of  a  chronic  shortage  of 
young  workers  is  already  foreseeable. 

With  a  clear  reference  to  the  success  of  French  family  policies,  the  study 
recommends  very  strongly  an  Improved  system  of  family  compensation.  Families 
with  children  should  clearly  enjoy  more  advantages  than  childless  families. 

The ^guiding  principle  should  be  the  achievement  of  greater  fairness  by 
assisting  parents  as  much  as  possible  in  raising  and  educating  their  children, 
^is  goal  could  be  reached  by  means  of  family  assistance  payments  or  by  grant¬ 
ing  tax  benefits.  Family  affairs  ministers  of  EC  countries  should  allot  more 
time  to  look  into  population  and  family-related  aspects  of  the  EC,  and  they 
should  also  consult  with  their  respective  countries’  family-oriented  organi¬ 
zations.  Unemployment  is  also  mentioned  as  a  reason  for  the  decline  in  birth 
rates . 

13196/9435 
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TWO  SIDES  OF  GUESTWORKER  ISSUE  ANALYZED 


Istanbul  HURRIYET  in  Turkish  13  Jul  86  p  4 
[Article  by  Ege  Cansen] 

[Text]  A  German  Journalist,  saddened  by  the  sight  of  his 
countrymen  treating  foreigners  badly,  discusses  the  issue  with 
his  friends.  He  receives  a  counter-argument  which  says;  "We 
don't  treat  foreigners  badly;  even  if  we  do  they  behave  in 
ways  that  deserve  such  treatment". 

This  German  writer  wants  to  investigate  the  matter  at  close 
hand.  Assuming  the  identity  of  a  Turk  (the  most  populous 
foreign  group  in  Germany)  he  starts  combing  German  villages 
and  towns.  He  concludes  that  his  countrymen  do  indeed  treat 
foreigners,  the  Turks  in  particular,  badly.  He  also  observes 
that  this  attitude  largely  stems  from  a  v/idely  prevalent 
prejudice  existing  among  Germans. 

He  compiles  his  experiments  into  a  book  and  calls  it  'Those  at 
the  Very  Bottom'.  The  primary  message  is  to  his  countrymen: 
It  is  a  shame  that  we  treat  the  Turks  in  this  way.  Having 
caused  so  much  pain  for  the  Jews  in  V/orld  War  II,  and  having 
committed  the  most  horrendous  and  shameful  genocide  in  history 
now  we  are  treating  the  Turks  badly.  That  is  despite  the  fact 
that  we  had  invited  them  in  the  first  place,  and  they  have 
been  trying  to  live  amongst  us.  This  does  not  befit  people 
like  us.  Let  us  have  more  mercy  and  conscience,  and  refrain 
from  oppressing  these  people  so  much. 

Turks  in  Germany  and  those  of  us  at  home  applaude  all  this 
saying  "God  bless  German  Ali!  lie  must  be  quite  a  man  v/riting 
the  truth  so  fearlessly",  and  regard  him  as  one  of  our  own. 
Does  the  story  end  there?  No.  In  actual  fact,  German  Ali 
sends  us  a  message  as  well:  Brothers  and  comrades,  it  pains 
me  to  see  your  situation  here.  There  are  many  classes  of 
people  here  in  Germany.  Starting  from  the  highest  level 
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Germans  to  the  lowest  level  foreigners  there  are  perhaps  five 
or  six  classes  of  people.  And  you  are  at  the  very  bottom  oC 
this  ladder.  But  you  don’t  deserve  this.  Get  a  hold  of 
yourself,  get  your  act  together,  and  rise  up  from  your  present 
situation . 

Our  overseas  workers  are  in  a  complete  dilemma.  They  are 
struggling  within  the  ’’guest  worker”  trap  set  by  the  German.s. 
As  if  this  was  not  enough  we  continually  try  to  convince  them 
that  they  are  ’’guests”  and  that  they  will  return  homo  one 
day.  By  doing  this  v/e  trying  our  best  to  prevent  them  from 
being  westernised. 

What  should  we  do? 

1)  We  should  declare  open  war  against  the  word  ’’guest”  and 
convince  Turks  living  in  Germany  and  in  other  west  liuropean 
countries  that  they  are  not  guests  but,  in  fact,  ’’owners  of 
the  house”.  In  any  case  no  one  will  stop  them  from  leaving  if 
some  of  them  choose  to. 

2)  When  they  finally  conclude  that  they  are  indeed  ’’owners  of 
their  house”  they  will  increase  their  awareness  of  German 
practices  in  general  Living,  eating  and  drinking,  clothing, 
furnishing,  relations  between  parents  and  children,  v/omen’55 
and  men’s  rights,  quietness,  keeping  the  neighborhood  clean, 
social  responsibility,  acquisition  of  skills,  learning 
languages,  participation  in  local  politics,  and  joining  In  the 
sorrows  and  joys  of  the  country  and  so  on.  And  by  their 
positive  and  tolerant  attitudes  they  will  influence  their 
immediate  circles  and  convince  the  public  at  largo  that  they 
should  not  be  there  right  at  the  bottom. 

3)  Ancient  Turkish  virtues  of  bravery,  honesty,  hard  v/ork, 
being  respectful  of  one’s  elders,  attaching  great  importance 
to  friendship,  justice,  and  the  Islamic  virtues  of  accepting 
one’s  lot,  patience,  sensibility,  submission  to  God’s  vi^ill, 
and  deriving  power  from  one’s  faith  are  perfectly  compatible 
with  being  ’’owner  of  the  house”  in  Germany. 

During  these  times  when  the  door  of  the  Common  Market  seems 
ajar  and,  as  a  country,  we  are  thinking  of  opening  to  the 
world,  advising  our  kinsmen  abroad  to  withdraw  unto  themselves 
and  engage  in  practices  that  further  isolate  them  from  society 
would  be  doing  them  a  great  disservice. 
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NEW  LEADER  OF  UNION  OF  CHAMBERS  INTERVIEWED 


Istanbul  MILLIYET  in  Turkish  13  Jul  86  p  4 

[Interview  with  Ali  Coskun,  newly-elected  president  of  Turkish 
Union  of  Chambers,  by  correspondent  Yener  Susoy;  in  Ankara, 
date  not  given] 

[Text]  If  you  want  to  know  the  truth  the  Turkish  Union  of 
Chambers  has  found  just  the  leader  it  needs.  Ali  Coskun  has 
ten  skills  in  each  of  his  ten  fingers.  From  theater  to 
poetry,  from  Turkish  choral  music  to  radio  announcer,  from 
journalism  to  student  union  president,  you  name  it  he  has  got 
f  t . 

Ali  Coskun  is  from  Egin.  When  he  tells  me  this  his  eyes 
shine.  His  father  is  of  the  'ulama'  of  Egin.  Born  in  1939, 
in  the  Baspinar  county  of  Egin,  Coskun  attended  primary  and 
secondary  school  in  Ankara.  He  graduated  from  the  Yildiz 
Engineering  School  (Electrical)  in  Istanbul  then  he  attending 
the  M.B.A.  program  in  Istanbul  University. 

Coskun's  business  career  starts  in  the  1960's.  On  a  Sumerbank 
scholarship  during  his  student  days,  he  starts  working  there 
upon  graduation.  Moves  to  Canakkale  Seramik  (jointly  owned  by 
Etibank)  and  .gradually  reaches  the  top.  Opens  an  engineering 
consulting  firm  called  El  -  Mak.  In  1968  we  find  him  at  Kale 
Makine  and  Kalip  Sanayii,  in  charge  of  both  projects.  He  is 
partner  in  both  firms,  sits  on  the  board  of  directors,  is  a 
favorite  of  Ibrahim  Bodur. 

An  extremely  smart  man,  in  his  factory  the  mosque  sits  side  by 
side  with  the  computer.  We  thought  that  here  is  a  man  whom  v/e 
should  get  to  knov/  better.  We  listen  with  our  eyes  wide-open 
to  Ali  Coskun  -  schoolmate  of  Bedrettin  Dalan,  Ali  Topuz, 
Mehmet  Yazar,  Vehbi  Dincerler. 
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Bodur's  Man 


[Question]  Mr.  Coskun,  you  have  just  been  elected  as  president 
of  Turkish  Union  of  Chambers  after  hotly  contested  elections. 
The  candidates  represented  diverse  political  views.  How  did 
you  manage  to  establish  the  balance  among  the  various  slates? 

[Answer]  It  looked  as  if  there  was  a  three-cornered  fight. 
Some  slates  were  alleged  to  be  dominated  by  political 
organisations.  When  I  introduced  my  list  these  allegations 
disappeared.  In  the  end,  the  Union  of  Chambers  has  shown  a 
unity  worthy  of  its  name. 

[Question]  How  did  you  manage  to  establish  this  unity? 

[Answer]  When  we  were  putting  together  our  list  of  candidates 
we  wanted  to  establish  equal  representation  among  regions, 
chambers,  exchanges.  There  was  also  the  feeling  that  the 
Union  should  not  be  allowed  to  be  captured  by  the  holding 
companies.  Whether  this  view  was  justified  or  not  I  don’t 
want  to  enter  into  that  right  now.  But  if  such  a  reaction  has 
taken  root  among  the  people  of  Anatolia,  if  such  an  image  has 
taken  hold,  it  might  be  necessary  to  correct  the  errors  made 
by  the  holdings. 

[Question]  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  Anatolia  has  now 
established  dominance  in  the  Union? 

[Answer]  Yes,  one  can  say  that  the  control  of  the  Union  rests 
more  with  Anatolia  and  the  smaller  chambers.  It  certainly  is 
not  an  administration  under  the  control  of  the  holdings. 

[Question]  There  are  people  who  say  that  you  are  nothing  more 
than  Ibrahim  Bodur's  ’man’  or  even  his  ’employee'.  There  are 
others  who,  pointing  to  the  closeness  between  Bodur  and 
Demirel,  maintain  that  you  are  a  Demirel  supporter.  Would  you 
be  upset  if  I  ask  whose  man  you  are? 

[Answer]  It  is  difficult  to  figure  out  why  there  is  no 
criticism  when  a  certain  businessman’s  son  is  brought  to  a 
position,  but  I  get  criticized  for  my  closeness  to  Ibrahim 
Bodur.  He  calls  me  his  ’spiritual  brother’  and  I  call  him  my 
'spiritual  elder  brother’.  I  don’t  take  too  much  note  of  what 
is  being  said.  These  are  not  the  kind  of  thing  worth  getting 
excited  about.  Even  those  who  spread  these  stories  do  not 
have  control  over  the  end  result.  Some  people  thought  that 
certain  newspaper  stories  about  me  would  be  damaging.  On  the 
contrary  they  proved  favorable  in  the  end.  I  am  not  a  man  of 
any  group,  any  party,  I  am  a  man  of  the  nation. 
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[Question]  What  was  it  that  proved  favorable? 

[Answer]  That  I  don't  go  to  night  clubs  and  so  on.  There  may 
have  been  those  thinking  how  far  removed  1  am  from  "high 
society".  lint  overall  I  received  thousands  of  telegrams. 

[Question]  What  do  they  say  in  those  telegrams? 

[Answer]  They  say  for  instance:  "You  are  one  of  us.  May  God 
he.Tp  you  continue  your  services!  We  are  proud  of  you.  You 
are  the  son  of  a  custodian  of  the  state,  therefore  you  would 
serve  the  interests  of  the  state  much  better.  Let  others  live 
it  up  with  glasses  in  their  hand,  you  are  the  one  serving  the 
nation."  T  am  the  son  of  a  public  employee  with  roots  in  the 
village.  I  have  always  been  proud  of  it. 

[Question]  You  represent  the  businessmen  of  Turkey.  And  you 
don't  have  a  night  life,  as  far  as  we  know. 

[Answer]  1  don't  enjoy  night  life.  The  artificial  behaviour, 
the  urge  to  be  seen  at  certain  places  is  contrary  to  my 
nature.  1  subscribe  to  the  philosophy  that  work  is  a  form  of 
worship.  It  is  my  belief  that  I  live  to  be  useful  to  myself, 
my  family  and  my  nation.  I  see  night  life  as  a  waste  of  time. 
If  it  is  a  gathering  of  friends,  an  engagement,  a  wedding  then 
we  will  go.  That's  all.  I  am  not  someone  who  has  to  be  on 
display  all  the  time,  I  am  not  interested  in  showing  off.  Who 
tlie  night-lifers  are  is  quite  well-knov/n.  Those  who  flaunt 
their  ill-gotten  gains  in  night  clubs  -  I  don't  consider  them 
as  representatives  of  Turkish  private  business. 

[Question]  It  looks  as  if  your  religious  beliefs  influence 
you.  You  wear  your  wedding  ring  on  your  right  hand,  there  is 
Islamic  calligraphy  on  the  walls.  Do  you  take  it  to  the  point 
of  conservative  dogmatism? 

[Answer]  If  you  try  to  learn  vtfhat  the  essence  of  Islam  really 
is  you  will  soon  find  out  that  religion  does  not  have  to  be 
considered  conservative.  I  will  give  you  a  quote  from  the 
Prophet:  "Science  is  the  food  of  the  faithful,  take  it 
wherever  it  is  found."  Thus  Islam  is  not  opposed  to  progress 
and  science.  The  fault  lies  not  with  Islam  but  with  some 
people.  The  whole  thing  has  been  totally  misinterpreted.  Our 
father  has  tried  to  teach  us  the  essence  of  Islam. 

Who  Isa  Conservative? 

[Question]  I  asked  whether  you  were  a  traditionalist,  that  is, 
a  conservative.  Or  let  me  ask  you  whom  we  should  call  a 
dogmatic  reactionary? 
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[Answer]  Excuse  me  but  I  am  an  engineer  not  a  social 
scientist.  I  can  only  say  this.  Religion  is  something 
betv/een  the  individual  and  God,  it  is  a  question  Of 
conscience.  There  is  no  imposition  in  religion.  I  have  never 
mixed  religion  with  business.  Religion  is  something  my  family 
and  myself  owe  to  our  conscience.  Since  you  are  insisting  let 
me  tell  you  what  I  understand  by  conservatism.  If  someone 
does  not  respect  the  other  side  and  oppresses  it  because  of 
his  belief  in  certain  ideas,  that  is  conservatism. 
Conservatism  exists  where  oppression  is  found. 

[Question]  Certain  young  ladies  in  the  universities  are  quite 
insistent  on  wearing  headscarf.  Are  you  sympathetic  toward 
tliat? 

[Answer]  Everyone  should  be  free  to  live  as  he/she  wishes  so 
long  as  it  does  not  disturb  anyone.  There  shouldn't  be  any 
oppression.  But  this  is  not  my  field  at  all,  we  have  been 
di grossing . 

[Question]  Not  to  worry,  we  can  always  return  to  the  main 
topic.  Lets  continue  now  that  we  are  talking.  Are  you  for  or 
against  the  wearing  of  headscarf? 

[Answer]  Let  me  say  this.  If  someone  wants  to  cover  one's 
head  in  a  decent  way  without  annoying  anyone  and  not  using  it 
as  a  political  symbol,  we  should  respect  it.  As  we  do  not 
have  the  right  to  interfere  with  others  just  because  they  wear 
different  things  I  do  not  think  it  proper  to  interfere  with 
people  covering  their  heads. 

[Question]  Is  there  a  danger  of  an  organized  religious 
reaction  in  Turkey? 

[Answer]  Lets  not  take  headgear  and  religious  reaction  in  the 
same  breadth.  If  what  we  mean  by  reaction  is  something  that 
might  constrain  progress  we  are  all  against  it.  Therefore  in 
our  schools  we  should  explain  to  the  new  generations  the  real 
aspect  of  our  history,  and  the  real  meaning  of  religion, 
without  any  imposition  and  in  a  scientific  manner  so  that 
everyone  would  be  able  to  believe  in  them,  as  it  is  done  by 
the  state  today.  I  think  this  would  be  the  best 
prescription.  If  this  is  not  done  by  the  state  then  some 
irresponsible  people  on  the  streets  and  politically  motivated 
individuals  or  countries  may  enter  the  scene.  They  may 
misinform  and  influence  our  people.  I  don't  think  they  can 
constitute  a  danger  in  a  great  country  like  Turkey.  But  we 
have  to  be  sensitive  to  the  signs  of  danger  regardless  of 
whether  it  is  the  extreme  left  or  the  extreme  right;  so  long 
as  we  approach  the  subject  in  a  scientific  manner  and  apply 
rational  criteria. 
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[Question]  1  was  going  to  ask  earlier  but  it  was  lost  in  the 
discussion.  Does  your  wife  Ayten  wear  headscarf? 

[Answer]  My  wife  went  on  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  last  year.  Now 
she  wears  Turkish-designed  headscarves  in  a  manner  that 
accords  with  the  rest  of  her  clothing,  without  any  adverse 
impact  on  her  overall  appearance.  She  was  not  wearing 
headscarf  before  the  pilgrimage.  As  to  my  daughter,  she 
doesn't  wear  it,  as  you  can  see.  Since  you  were  going  to  ask 
anyway  I  thought  I  might  as  well  tell  you. 

[Question]  How  do  you  get  along  with  alcohol,  cigarettes? 

[Answer]  I  never  tasted  alcohol  in  my  life.  I  couldn't  get 
used  to  cigarettes.  If  I  feel  in  a  good  mood  in  a  friendly 
gathering  then  I  might  take  a  puff  or  two.  You  may  find  it 
strange  but  I  have  no  addiction  other  than  work. 

[Question]  Do  you  abstain  from  alcohol  because  religion 
forbids  it? 

[Answer]  V/ell,  I  don't  like  alcohol  to  start  with,  and  also 
because  it  is  forbidden  by  religion  and  because  it  is  harmful 
to  one's  health. 

[Question]  Do  you  pray? 

[Answer]  Yes,  but  not  because  I  wish  to  display  my  devoutness 
or  to  gain  the  approval  of  some  religiously-minded  group.  I 
do  it  with  faith,  to  offer  my  gratitude  to  God.  I  try  to  pray 
five  times  a  day  when  possible. 

[Question]  One  ought  to  congratulate  you,  in  such  a  tight 
schedule  .  .  . 

[Answer]  Prayer  is  a  source  of  moral  renewal  for  me,  enabling 
me  to  relax  among  my  concerns.  The  only  time  I  manage  to 
devote  entirely  to  myself  is  prayer. 

[Question]  Have  you  been  able  to  raise  your  children  in  the 
same  way? 

[Answer]  I  have  given  them  the  broad  fundamentals.  I  have 
never  tried  to  impose  anything  on  them.  Whatever  happens 
after  this  is  up  to  them  and  their  conscience. 

[Question]  What  kind  of  music  do  you  like  and  which  singers? 

[Answer]  I  like  music.  I  sang  with  the  chorus  when  I  was  at 
the  university.  I  joined  in  the  chorus  work  of  Laika  Karabey 
as  well  as  Dr.  Nevzat  Atlig.  I  have  done  it  to  satisfy  my 
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taste  in  music  and  to  acquire  some  familiarity.  I  like 
Turkish  music.  And  the  voices  of  Inci  Cayirli  and  Ahmet 

Ozhan . 

[Question]  Which  musical  key  do  you  prefer? 

[Answer]  Huzzam,  hicaz,  nihavent  .  .  . 

[Question]  Is  there  a  song  which  evokes  memories? 

[Answer]  There  are  so  many  of  them.  It  has  changed  in  every 
period  of  ray  life.  During  my  student  days  it  was  Ekrem 
Guyer's  'Nothing  can  ever  make  me  forget  you  even  if  I  have 
been  forgotten'  .  .  .  Then  it  was  'Separation  is  so  hard, 

being  forgotten  so  painful'  .  .  .  The  works  of  Selahattin 

Pinar,  Dede  Efendi  have  all  had  an  impact  upon  me. 

[Question]  Which  branches  of  the  fine  arts  interest  you? 

[Answer]  I  like  theater  very  much.  In  my  youth,  and  then 
during  my  reserve  officer  training  in  Balikesir  I  was  involved 
with  theater.  I  acted  on  stage,  directed  plays.  My  favourite 
among  them  is  'Stalag  17'.  When  I  have  time  I  still  follow 
the  theater.  I  also  used  to  write  poetry,  but  strictly  within 
the  family.  My  mother  used  to  express  her  feelings  in  sonnet 
form,  perhaps  she  has  passed  it  on  to  me. 

[Question]  Are  you  interested  in  politics?  Will  it  be  your 
turn  after  Erbakan  and  Yazar? 

[Answer]  Politics  is  an  honorable  way  of  serving  the  nation. 
But  speaking  for  the  Union  of  Chambers,  our  way  of  service  is 
not  through  politics.  I  never  think  of  politics. 

[Question]  Do  you  watch  TV,  video? 

[Answer]  I  don't  have  the  time.  If  there  is  a  good  program  on 
TV  my  wife,  who  knows  the  things  I  like,  makes  me  sit  in  front 
of  the  screen  and  relax.  As  a  family  we  are  not  video  people. 
We  do  have  a  VCR.  However,  we  do  not  pass  our  time  imprisoned 
in  front  of  the  machine.  We  can  find  other  things  to  do  in 
the  house  as  a  family. 

[Question]  I  wish  you  tell  us  what  those  things  are.  We  may 
want  to  try  them  as  well. 

[Answer]  We  read,  for  example.  We  prefer  reading  to  watching 
the  video. 

[Question]  What  is  the  title  of  the  book  you  are  presently 
reading? 
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[Answer]  ]  am  reading  a  book  about  Islamic  economy.  I  don’t 
recall  the  author's  name. 

[Question]  Do  you  read  the  Quran  and  can  you  recite  it? 

[Answer]  No  I  can't  recite  but  1  do  read  the  Holy  Quran. 


On  Usury 


[Question]  What  is  the  meaning  of  richness  in  your  estimation? 


[ Answer ] 
r  i  c  h  i  s 
Ri ghtf ul 
sta  te . 
target . 
the  o  t  h  e  r 
weal t  h  y  . 
travel  to 
to  society 
everybody, 
richness. 


Lets  engage  in  philosophy  if  you  like.  For  me  being 
to  be  able  to  maintain  one's  dignity  in  life, 
gain  is  forbidden  by  neither  our  beliefs  nor  by  the 
In  fact  in  Islam  wealth  is  designated  as  an  objective 
One  of  Islam's  five  conditions  is  zekat(charity )  and 
is  pilgrimage  to  Mecca.  Both  depend  on  being 
You  can  give  zekat  if  you  are  rich,  and  you  can 
Mecca  if  you  are  rich.  Moreover,  to  be  beneficial 
you  liave  to  earn.  1  view  wealth  as  a  goal  for 
That  includes  both  spiritual  richness  and  material 
But  the  latter  should  stem  from  rightful  gain. 


[Question]  Charging  interest  is  forbidden  in  Islam.  Can  you 
also  abide  by  that? 


[Answer]  You  are  always  pulling  me  towards  religious  matters. 
A  faith  is  a  whole.  If  we  believe  in  the  Holy  Quran,  and  that 
it  is  tlie  commandment  of  God,  and  that  the  book  says  interest 
is  not  sanctioned  by  Islam,  then  that's  it.  If  you  say, 
'interest  is  sanctioned'  by  Islam  then  you  would  be  denying 
the  validity  of  one  of  its  elements.  Your  faith  would  be 
somewhat  eroded.  I  personally  consider  interest  as  haram 
(harmful).  Nevertheless  it  is  a  mechanism  within  the  economic 
model.  But  with  interest  rates  being  as  high  as  they  are  it 
is  hardly  possible  to  make  sound  investments  in  Turkey. 

[Question]  Who  has  the  clout  in  your  house?  Can  your  wife  or 
the  cliildren  express  their  views? 

[Ansv/er]  Well,  we  cannot  break  away  from  our  customs.  In  our 
home  the  head  of  the  family  is  the  father.  But  all  decisions 
are  made  after  everyone  is  consulted.  VJc  have  a  democratic 
system  in  our  home  v/hich  is  a  legacy  of  my  father.  Even  our 
children  are  consulted  in  making  a  decision.  But  the  final 
word  is  mine.  But,  in  my  25  years  of  marriage,  the  final  word 
has  never  been  uttered  as  an  order. 

[Question]  How  did  you  first  step  into  commercial  life? 

[Answer]  Selling  newspapers.  When  I  was  at  primary  school 
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(2nd  and  3rd  grade)  I  used  to  deliver  papers  to  homes  and  also 
sell  on  the  street.  In  those  days  papers  used  to  be  printed 
in  Istanbul  and  arrive  in  Ankara  at  4  pm.  The  Kizilay 
district  was  mine.  I  used  to  distribute  the  papers  to 
subscribers  and  sell  the  surplus  on  the  street.  My  first 
profit  was  50  kurus.  They  used  to  give  1  Kurus  for  each 
paper.  I  had  sold  50  papers. 

Sporting  Life 

[Question]  Have  you  done  any  sports,  are  you  doing  anything 
now? 

[Answer]  I  used  to  box  when  I  was  a  student.  It  lasted  about 
six  months.  Our  trainer  was  Orhan  Tus  in  those  days.  He  was 
the  national  champion.  He  would  treat  us  with  kid  gloves  just 
so  that  we  gain  some  experience.  It  must  have  been  youthful 
exuberance  and  I  hit  him  several  times  before  he  sent  a  volley 
back  to  me.  To  give  me  a  lesson  I  think.  I  only  recall 
hurtling  through  the  air  and  embracing  the  steps.  There  was 
blood  all  over  me.  I  subsequently  quit  the  boxing  team.  I 
played  table  tennis  at  the  university.  I  still  play  with  my 
wife,  my  daughter  and  friends.  When  I  find  the  time  I  walk 
and  swim.  Never  had  the  opportunity  this  year. 

[Question]  The  Union  of  Chambers  has  been  given  the  function 
of  offering  advice  and  direction  to  the  government  in  the 
making  of  economic  policy.  As  president  how  do  you  view  the 
economic  situation?  What  are  the  main  worries  of  the 
businessmen  these  days? 

[Answer]  One  should  not  compromise  after  certain  decisions  are 
made.  Had  the  tight  money  policy  been  pursued  with 

determination  the  situation  may  have  been  different  now. 
There  have  been  cost  reevaluations  as  well.  The  main  items 
currently  are  inflation  and  the  budget  deficit.  It  is  also 
important  to  ensure  the  sound  functioning  of  the  stock 
market.  Relations  between  the  banks  and  the  credit  market 
should  be  rationalized.  In  the  absence  of  a  stock  market  the 
Treasury  has  been  resorting  to  issues  of  high  -  interest  bonds 
with  increasing  frequency.  These  situations  cause 

considerable  inconvenience.  VJe  must  see  to  it  that  the  people 
continue  to  breathe  and  are  not  choked,  and  the  economy  is 
managed  in  a  balanced  manner. 

Middle  Classes 

[Question]  Can  it  be  said  that  the  businessman  has  a  hard  time 
breathing? 

[Answer]  Of  course  the  businessman  has  troubles.  The  demand 
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side  shows  positive  developments  but  there  are  payment 
difficulties.  The  amount  of  protested  bills  have  increased 
significantly.  The  risks  for  the  vjorkplace  are  also  on  the 
increase.  If  these  risks  are  allowed  to  get  larger  we  fear 
that  further  payment  difficulties  might  bring  dangers  to  the 
economy.  Currently  the  market  is  full  of  payment 
difficulties. 

[Question]  How  do  you  see  the  situation  of  the  workers,  public 
enployees  and  middle  classes  in  general?  Should  wages  and 
salaries  be  increased  or  is  the  situation  satisfactory? 

[Answer]  The  big  problem  in  Turkey  has  always  been  at  these 
levels  -  public  employees  on  fixed-incomes,  workers.  It  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  raise  their  standard  of  living.  I 
have  always  been  in  favor  of  a  balanced  Increase  in  incomes 
based  on  productivity,  I  still  am.  Incomes  should  allow 
people  to  maintain  decent  standards  of  living.  It  is  also 
necessary  to  substantially  lower  the  taxation  of  public 
employees  and  workers  in  line  with  the  concept  of  fair  income 
distribution.  I  would  like  to  see  further  decreases  in 
automatic  payroll  deductions.  We  should  adopt  a  system  where 
most  taxes  are  indirect,  in  the  form  of  sales  taxes. 

[Question]  The  'money  in  circulation'  figures  give  the 
impression  that  there  is  a  cash  shortage.  How  do  you  explain 
this? 

[Answer]  Yes,  you  are  right.  It  looks  as  if  we  have  not  been 
able  to  maintain  our  payments  in  balance  and  in  line  with  the 
rise  in  demand. 

[Question]  There  are  some  who  maintain  that  we  have  a  foreign 
exchange  bottleneck. 

[Answer]  Yes,  through  our  chambers  we  are  investigating  this. 
The  delays  in  transfers  are  increasing  due  to  individual 
practices  of  some  banks.  In  our  investigations  and  meetings 
we  have  observed  the  continuation  of  these  practices.  The 
situation  runs  counter  to  the  government's  economic  policy. 
Rumors  of  transfer  problems  might  lead  to  difficulties  - 
simply  by  affecting  market  psychology  -  even  though  the 
foreign  currency  problem  is  resolved.  We  asked  government 
officials  to  take  urgent  and  effective  measures  on  this 
issue.  There  is  foreign  currency  in  the  vaults  of  the  banks 
but  they  are  not  doing  the  transfers. 

[Question]  Lets  go  back  to  your  private  life.  Do  you  know  how 
to  cook? 

[Answer]  Unfortunately  not.  But  if  all  the  materials  were 
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ready  I  can  do  a  good  barbecue.  My  wife  prepares  the  meat, 
the  ground  beef,  the  children  and  myself  arrange  the  grill,  I 
do  the  rest. 

[Question]  It  looks  as  if  you  are  quite  good  as  the  head  of 
household.  Were  there  no  affairs  of  the  heart  in  your  youth? 

[Answer]  How  could  it  be?  I  met  ray  wife  when  I  was  17.  We 
are  related  as  well. 

[Question]  What  kind  of  relation? 

[Answer]  Our  grandparents  were  brothers  and  sisters,  from  my 
father's  side.  But  the  marriage  was  not  arranged.  We  started 
corresponding  at  a  certain  point.  Started  with  doing  homework 
together,  turned  into  love  later  on.  We  were  engaged  when  I 
was  still  a  student,  waited  three  years  and  got  married  upon 
graduation.  As  someone  who  has  been  together  with  his  mate, 
one  way  or  the  other,  since  he  was  17  there  has  been  no 
affairs  to  cause  any  disruption  in  my  life. 

[Question]  Do  you  still  keep  the  love  letters? 

[Answer]  We  keep  them  but  after  we  got  married  the  letters 
were  put  together,  hers  and  mine.  They  are  all  in  a  large 
envelope . 

[Question]  I  don't  want  to  cause  any  misunderstanding  but,  as 
you  well  know  yourself,  it  is  said  that  "one  should  be  wary  of 
people  coming  from  one  of  three  places  -  Egin,  Gurun, 
Darende."  You  are  from  Egin.  Should  we  be  wary  of  you? 

[Answer]  That  is  invented  by  those  who  are  jealous  of  us. 
Originally  it  was  "not  everyone  can  come  from  three  places" 
but  the  jealous  types  later  subverted  it  into  "one  should  be 
wary."  Since  Ottoman  times  Eginians  have  been  entrusted  with 
the  most  secret  affairs  of  the  state  as  reliable  public 
servants.  It  is  in  this  connection  that  Egin  was  designated 
as  commissioner  in  charge  of  coal  by  Sultan  Selim  I,  and  as 
commissioner  in  charge  of  meat  by  Murat  IV.  Since  those  times 
Eginians  have  worked  as  coalmen  or  butchers.  Egin  is  a  town 
of  culture.  It  was  in  Egin  that  Anatolian  silk  manufacture 
was  initiated.  Our  seedless  raspberry  is  famous.  Silk  carpet 
weaving  has  also  started  in  Egin.  But  it  is  no  more,  we  have 
now  become  workers  abroad. 

[Question]  Thank  you. 
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LIBYA  SEEN  FAVORING  TURKEY  OVER  ®EECE 

Athens  EMBISTEVTIKO  GRAMMA  in  Greek  24  Sep  86  p  8 

[Text]  It  is  probably  high  time  to  test  our  country's  friendships  in  all 
directions  and  to  apply  the  premier's  challenge,  "let  us  judge  our  friends..." 
so  that  all  declarations  of  friendship  from  and  to  all  directions  will  not 
remain  "anpty  words." 

We  refer  to  Libya,  where  the  second  in  command.  Col.  Jaloud,  "has  supported 
us,  tried  us  and  approved  us."  But  nothing  beyond  words  of  support.  And 
something  else:  While  support  is  promised  to  us  it  is  given  to  someone  else, 
tod  not  only  that.  While  Libya's  friendship  with  Greece  is  expressed  in  the 
form  of  embraces,  economic  goods  go  to  our  neighbor  Turkey  (the  pro-American 
axis  of  tokara-Tel  Aviv  of  contanporary  Greek  mythology) . 

As  told  by  the  founder  and  vice  president  of  the  Turkish  Contractors 
Association  in  Libya,  Ozer  Oltsmen,  in  the  magazine  MIDDLE  EAST  CONSTRUCTION 
(June  1986  issue),  the  Libyans  like  the  Turks  and  prefer  them  to  all  other 
foreign  contractors.  This  is  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  many  housing  pro¬ 
jects  were  assigned  to  Turkish  companies  without  international  bidding. 

Turkish  companies  like  to  work  on  projects  in  Libya.  The  attitude  of  the 
inhabitants  is  friendly  towards  the  Turks. 

Jhis  happens  when  the  Libyan  market  of  public  projects  is  the  biggest  and 
most  important  for  Turkish  construction  companies  during  this  crisis  period 
Qf  the  oil  exporting  coimtries,  which  include  Libya.  The  companies  operating 
in  Libya  increased  from  13  in  1978  to  68  in  1981  and  to  105  in  1983.  Since 
then  the  number  remains  steady. 

During  the  same  period  corresponding  Greek  activity  in  the  country  of 
"brother"  Qadhdhafi  went  downhill  to  the  point  of  non-existence  today. 

Libya's  debts  to  Greek  companies  are  still  unpaid,  while  some  solution  has 
been  found  to  those  owed  to  Turkish  companies.  According  to  the  same  article, 
Oltsmen  and  Zekeriyia  Gilndirim,  deputy  governor  of  Turkey's  Central  Bank, 
promoted  and  succeeded  in  having  the  Libyan  premier  sign  an  agreement  under 
which  the  Central  Bank  bought  from  Libya  4  million  tons  of  Libyan  crude  oil 
at  a  price  adjusted  every  three  months.  Also,  through  the  corresponding 
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Libyan  account  in  the  Central  Bank,  Libya  pays  not  only  Turkish  contractors 
but  other  exporters  and  the  Turkish  airlines  as  well. 

Since  January  1986  when  the  agreement  came  into  force,  experience  indicates 
that  the  program  moves  on  without  any  serious  handicaps. 
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TRADE  UNIONS  TO  SEEK  36-HOUR  WORKWEEK  IN  CONTRACT  TALKS 
Amsterdam  DE  VOLKSKRANT  in  Dutch  2  Sep  86  pp  1,  7 

[Unattributed  Article:  "FNV  Temporarily  Content  With  36  Hours  ^ —  Goal  of 
32-Hour  Workweek  Now  Applicable  Only  Pro  Forma”] 

[Text]  Amsterdam  —  During  next  year's  CAO  [Collective  Labor  Agreement] 
negotiations,  not  a  single  FNV  [Netherlands  Trade  Unions  Federation]  union 
will  seriously  push  for  a  workweek  shorter  than  36  hours.  The  FNV  unions 
involved  in  next  year's  negotiations  are  deliberately  inserting  a  grace  year. 
Officially,  the  main  goal  remains  —  32  hours  by  1990  — ,  but  in  practice  the 
demand  for  shorter  workweeks  is  temporarily  put  off. 

That  new  policy  applies  in  any  case  to  the  Food  Products  Union  and  the  Ser¬ 
vices  Union.  The  leadership  of  the  Printing  and  Paper  Union  is  still  deli¬ 
berating,  but  on  Monday  President  J.  Draijer  refused  to  repeat  the  plea  he 
made  in  June  for  a  34-hour  workweek.  "That  is  under  discussion  and  I  cannot 
anticipate  that,"  said  Draijer. 

The  members  of  the  largest  FNV  union  for  civil  servants  arid  those  without 
indexed  income,  AlvaKabo,  decided  earlier  this  year  that  an  improvement  in 
purchasing  power  has  priority  over  a  reduction  of  working  hours.  In  practice, 
this  decision  meant  that  the  demand  for  shorter  workweeks  was  temporarily 
tabled. 

The  FNV  Industrial  Union  actually  dropped  the  36  hour  workweek  during  the 
latest  negotiations.  The  shorter  workweek  was  traded  for  agreements  on  a 
number  of  extra  jobs.  Other  FNV  unions  are  not  involved  in  the  discussion 
about  whether  to  continue  pushing  for  shorter  workweeks.  These  unions  have 
concluded  long  lasting  contracts  and  will  not  negotiate  in  the  short  term. 

The  FNV  Services  Union  has  a  number  of  CAO's  which  already  include  the  36- 
hour  week  (with  publishers  and  the  chain  stores  Vroom  and  Dreesman  and  KBB) , 
but  President  Bruls  said  yesterday  that  the  time  is  ripe  to  push  for  a  35- 
or  34-hour  workweek.  "At  the  moment,  a  shorter  workweek  is  not  very  popular 
among  our  members,”  said  Bruls,  who  announced  that  a  discussion  memorandum  on 
this  issue  will  appear  this  month.  The  federation  would  like  to  rake  in  a 
36-hour  workweek  in  those  sectors  where  this  has  not  yet  been  achieved. 
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Problems 


The  FNV  Food  Products  Union  —  which  went  on  strike  yet  this  year  in  the 
dairy  industry  for  a  36-h0ur  workweek  —  will  announce  the  new  policy  next 
week  in  the  yet  to  be  published  members  newspaper.  In  a  discussion  memoran¬ 
dum,  the  leaders  wrote  that  they  want  to  insert  a  "grace  year"  in  all  sectors 
which  have  already  achieved  a  36-hour  workweek.  The  leadership  wants  to  do 
this  because  it  causes  so  many  problems  with  re-*staffing  and  flexible  con¬ 
tracts  in  the  enterprises  that  to  work  fewer  hours  means  more  trouble  than 
benefit  for  the  employees. 

F.  Allers,  spokesman  for  the  Food  Products  Union,  commented:  "Employees 
have  to  deal  with  worse  timetables,  broken  up  shifts  and  working  on  weekends. 
That  way  the  advantage  of  having  more  free  time  by  working  fewer  hours  is 
worthless.  We  have  noticed  that  the  quality  of  the  new  jobs  being  created  is 
bad.  The  new  employees  are  hired  as  workers  on  call  or  on  temporary  con¬ 
tracts.  That  was  never  the  intention." 

The  Food  Products  Union  first  wants  to  inventory  and  think  about  those  prob¬ 
lems  before  deciding  on  whether  to  go  further  than  the  36-hour  workweek.  In 
sectors  and  enterprises  where  that  36-hour  workweek  has  not  yet  been  achieved, 
the  union  does  want  to  continue  until  that  level  has  been  reached.  The  union 
also  wants  to  strengthen  its  position  in  the  CAO  negotiations  in  terms  of  im¬ 
proving  purchasing  power  (2  percent  wage  hikes),  supplementing  by  employers 
of  social  security  payments,  and  influencing  labor  organization  in  enter¬ 
prises. 

According  to  Allers,  the  new  policy  does  not  mean  that  the  union  wants  to  give 
up  on  shorter  workweeks  in  the  long  term.  "Even  with  a  grace  year,  there  is 
still  time  to  achieve  a  32-hour  workweek  by  1990,"  said  Allers.  He  did  add 
that  the  union  cannot  achieve  that  goal  on  its  own,  and  he  observed  an  ever 
greater  reluctance  in  FNV  circles,  especially  at  the  top.  "For  a  long  time 
now,  the  top  leaders  of  the  FNV  have  questioned  the  likelihood  of  achieving 
a  32-hour  workweek,"  said  Allers,  referring  to  statements  made  by  FNV  Presi¬ 
dent  Pont  and  Vice  President  Stekelenburg. 

Discussions  in  the  Printing  and  Paper  Union  on  a  shorter  workweek  have  not 
been  completed  yet.  As  late  as  June  of  this  year.  President  J.  Draijer  said 
that  he  wants  to  push  on  for  a  34-hour  workweek  by  1988,  in  spite  of  opposi¬ 
tion  from  the  employers.  However,  that  opposition  has  grown  substantially 
since  June,  The  KVGO  employers  union  noted  in  its  members  newspaper  that 
there  is  a  shortage  of  15G0  skilled  laborers.  A  number  which  will  double  if 
the  36-hour  workweek  is  implemented  in  October  as  was  agreed. 

The  Printing  and  Paper  Union  recognizes  that  there  is  a  shortage  of  skilled 
labor,  although  the  union  feels  that  the  cause  of  this  lies  with  the  em¬ 
ployers  who  have  been  too  lax  with  training  over  the  last  2  years.  Draijer 
said  on  Monday  that  even  though  the  fault  lies  with  the  employers,  the  union 
should  nevertheless  take  into  account  that  to  further  shorten  the  workweek 
could  worsen  the  problem. 
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Draijer  said  that  the  possible  grace  year  does  not  have  to  lead  to  a  complete 
abandonment  of  the  original  goal  of  a  32  hour  workweek  by  1990.  He  emphati¬ 
cally  added  that,  like  the  Food  Products  Union,  the  Printing  and  Allies  Indus¬ 
tries  Union  will  not  be  led  by  the  position  taken  by  other  unions. 
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CAUSES  OF  SLOW  FOREIGN  CAPITAL  INFUSION  ANALYZED 
Istanbul  MILLIYET  in  Turkish  16  Aug  86  p  4 

[Article  by  Dr  Halluk  Cillov;  "Stagnation  in  Infusion  of  Foreign  Capital"] 

[Text]  The  "Framework  Decree  on  Foreign  Capital"  which  went  into  effect  at  the 
beginning  of  1980  facilitated  the  transformation  of  Convertible  Lira  Accounts 
and  Unsecured  Commercial  Loans  into  foreign  capital.  Using  this  facility, 
foreign  capital  permits  were  issued  for  $1,388  billion  between  1980  and  1986. 
Given  that  $502  million  of  these  permits  were  for  loans  financed  by 
convertible  lira  accounts  and  unsecured  commercial  loans,  it  is  seen  that  the 
actual  foreign  capital  that  entered  our  country  during  this  period  was  only  35 
percent  of  the  total  amount  and  that  the  balance  was  not  invested  for  various 
reasons. 

An  examination  of  past  trends  indicates  that  between  1954,  when  the  Law  No. 
6224  on  the  Encouragement  of  Foreign  Capital  was  put  into  effect,  and  the  end 
of  1979  the  actual  privately-owned  foreign  capital  invested  in  our  country 
totaled  only  $228  million.  After  1980,  demand  for  foreign  capital  grew 
rapidly  and,  for  example,  in  1981  alone  this  amount  rose  to  $338  million  (of 
which  $300  million  came  from  convertible  lira  accounts  and  unsecured 
commercial  loans).  By  the  end  of  1985,  the  cumulative  foreign  capital 
invested  in  Turkey  totaled  $1,439  billion. 

We  see  that  in  the  first  5  months  of  this  year,  demand  for  foreign  capital 
totaled  $177  million. 

The  latest  arrangements  have  provided  every  possible  means  to  foreign  capital; 
even  the  precondition  of  exports ,  which  allegedly  was  the  leading  restrictive 
factor  in  investments,  has  been  lifted.  The  reluctance  of  foreign  capital  to 
invest  in  Turkey  despite  all  these  easements  is  believed  to  have  been  caused 
by  the  following  factors: 

1)  The  "joint  venture"  system  with  foreign  capital  has  not  yet  fully 
established  itself  in  our  country.  Moreover,  "foreign  capital"  is  still  not 
allowed  to  become  a  "partner"  by  simply  buying  the  stock  of  any  company. 

2)  The  occasional  interruption  of  democratic  government  has  made  foreign 
investors  apprehensive  (even  though  these  interruptions  have  not  affected 
foreign  corporations). 
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3)  Although  Turkey  has  made  major  strides  forward  in  the  last  2  to  3  years 
with  regard  to  opening  up  to  the  outside,  there  is  no  unanimous  consensus  that 
its  economy  is  fully  stabilized. 

4)  Finally,  the  pressure  of  an  inflation  rate  fluctuating  between  30  and  40 
percent  and  the  presence  of  credit  costs  of  over  60  percent  are  forcing 
foreign  capital  to  seek  areas  where  the  return  on  capital  will  be  over  50 
percent  in  order  to  prevent  the  erosion  of  the  capital  by  inflation,  and  this 
is  intimidating  foreign  investors. 

We  have  determined  that  as  of  the  end  of  1985  there  were  421  foreign 
corporations  in  our  country.  Of  these,  202  were  involved  in  manufacturing, 
123  in  trade  and  19  in  banking.  In  the  area  of  tourism,  where  we  need  foreign 
capital  and  technology  most,  only  20  corporations  benefit  from  foreign 
capital.  Seven  corporations  utilize  foreign  capital  in  agriculture  and  only 
four  corporations  are  backed  by  foreign  capital  in  mining. 

These  figures  clearly  indicate  that,  while  Turkey's  economic  reputation  abroad 
has  improved,  we  are  still  not  utilizing  adequately  the  financing  easements, 
the  job-creation  potential  and  the  technology  of  foreign  capital. 
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I'lERIT  PAY  SYSTEM  FOR  CIVIL  SERVANTS  PROPOSED 
Istanbul  CUMHURIYET  in  Turkish  16  Aug  86  pp  1,10 
[Report  by  Enis  Berberoglu] 

[Text]  Ankara — ^Work  is  continuing  to  finalize  the  Second  Personnel  Law  by  the 
beginning  of  the  new  year.  Explaining  the  basic  principles  considered  in  the 
preparation  of  the  bill,  Minister  of  Finance  and  Customs  Ahmet  Kurtcebe 
Alptemocin  said:  “Those  who  carry  the  water  successfully  and  those  who  break 
the  jug  will  not  receive  equal  treatment." 

It  was  learned  that  the  draft  package  of  measures  prepared  by  the  Office  of 

the  Prime  Minister  within  the  framework  of  the  Authorization  Decree  passed  by 

the  TGNA  [Turkish  Grand  National  Assembly]  during  the  last  legislative 
session  has  been  turned  over  to  the  Ministry  of  Finance  and  Customs.  The 
ministry  is  computing  the  budgetary  burden  of  the  monetary  measures.  After 
the  package  is  put  into  figures,  it  will  be  returned  to  the  Office  of  the 

Prime  Minister  where  it  will  be  given  final  touch-ups  and  submitted  to  the 

Council  of  Ministers.  The  package  of  measures  designed  for  civil  servants — 
already  termed  as  the  Second  Personnel  Law — is  expected  to  go  into  effect  at 
the  beginning  of  1987. 

Asked  about  this  work.  Minister  of  Finance  and  Customs  Alptemocin  said  that 
various  alternatives  are  incorporated  in  the  preparations  and  added:  "From 
these  alternatives,  we  will  choose  the  one  that  is  most  suitable  for  our 
government  and  our  civil  servants."  Alptemocin  continued: 

"According  to  the  new  arrangements,  seniority,  education,  merit  and  other 
similar  factors  will  be  taken  into  account,  and  this  way  entering  and  staying 
in  the  civil  service  will  be  made  attractive.  In  addition,  those  who  carry 
the  water  successfully  and  those  who  break  the  jug  will  not  be  given  equal 
treatment.  There  are  proposals  that,  for  example,  if  two  civil  servants  with 
the  same  rank  are  compared  and  one  of  them  cannot  be  productive  and  cannot 
complete  the  work  expected  of  him  on  time,  then  there  should  be  differences 
between  him  and  someone  who  does  his  work  on  time  and  correctly  and  who  runs 
his  staff  efficiently  and  obtains  good  results." 

If  the  message  conveyed  by  the  minister  "between  the  lines"  becomes  law,  there 
may  be  performance-based  pay  differences  between  two  civil  servants  with  the 
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same  rank.  However,  certain  concerns  have  been  raised  about  the 
implementation  of  this  basic  principle  which  has  been  endorsed  by  the  ministry 
technicians.  A  senior  Finance  Ministry  official  expressed  the  following 
sentiments : 

"Whether  a  performance-based  pay  difference  is  based  on  a  bonus  system  or 
directly  reflected  on  the  paycheck,  the  issue  involves  the  supervisor  factor. 
In  other  words,  human  factors  are  at  issue.  A  supervisor  must  be  objective 
and  free  of  any  political  sentiments  in  measuring  the  performance  of  his  staff 
members.  No  formula  has  yet  been  found  to  ensure  this." 

The  same  official  also  cited  "difficulties  in  the  dismissal  of  civil 
servants."  He  gave  the  following  example; 

"Under  current  law,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  dismiss  a  civil  servant.  For 
example,  you  may  be  certain  that  a  civil  servant  is  accepting  bribes,  but  you 
cannot  prove  it.  Currently,  the  only  thing  you  can  do  is  to  transfer  that 
employee  to  another  position  with  the  same  rank.  The  work  that  is  being 
currently  conducted  is  seeking  a  solution  to  this  problem  as  well."  When 
asked  whether  "those  who  break  the  jug  will  be  punished,"  Alptemocin  laughed 
and  said;  "Those  who  carry  the  water  successfully  and  those  who  break  the  jug 
will  not  receive  equal  treatment." 
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SHORTAGE  OF  STEEL  SHEET  PRODUCTS  REPORTED 
Istanbul  MILLIYET  in  Turkish  16  Aug  86  p  4 
[Report  by  Ali  Suat  Eser] 

[Text]  Black  Sea  Eregli — A  group  of  sheet  metal  merchants  had  a  meeting  with 
Erdemir  Executive  Council  President  Celal  Kurtulus  in  Eregli  and  told  him  that 
they  are  faced  with  bankruptcy  because  they  have  not  received  the  sheet  metal 
they  had  ordered  a  year  ago  after  paying  12  percent  of  the  cost  in  advance. 

Merchant  Mehmet  Gercek  said  that  since  last  March  he  has  not  received  any  of 
the  products  he  ordered  for  the  the  first  6  months  of  this  year  even  though  he 
paid  a  downpayment  for  the  order  1  year  ago.  He  said;  "We  paid  a  downpayment 
for  the  second  6  months  before  our  first  6  months'  orders  for  cold-rolled 
products  and  hot-rolled  products  with  less  than  2  millimeters  thickness  were 
filled.  I  have  7  million  Turkish  liras  tied  up  at  Erdemir.  Because  only  the 
industrialists'  orders  are  filled  while  we  are  paying,  we  will  never  receive 
any  shipments.  We  are  on  the  brink  of  bankruptcy." 

Erdemir  Executive  Council  President  Celal  Kurtulus,  together  with  Assistant 
Director  of  Sales  Erol  Onar,  listened  to  the  merchants'  complaints  and  said: 

"Erdemir,  which  is  the  only  producer  of  sheet  metal  products  in  our  country, 
cannot  meet  the  demand  because  its  production  capacity  is  not  adequate.  There 
is  a  shortage  of  cold— rolled  products  in  the  world's  steel  industry.  As  a 
result,  import  prices  are  also  high,  and  this  is  causing  problems  in 
distribution." 

In  a  letter  sent  to  Erdemir  some  time  ago,  the  Eregli  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
Industry  said; 

"There  are  three  groups  which  need  Erdemir 's  products.  Those  who  are 
organized  and  have  the  means  are  able  to  have  their  orders  filled  on  time. 
The  other  two  groups,  the  ones  who  are  organized  and  do  not  have  the  means  and 
those  who  are  neither  organized  nor  have  the  means,  obtain  their  supplies  from 
the  merchants.  By  not  delivering  goods  to  the  merchants,  Erdemir  is  turning 
the  industrialists  into  merchants." 

In  a  statement  to  the  press,  Kemal  Cetiner,  the  president  of  4th  professional 
committee  of  the  Eregli  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Industry,  said:  "If  our 
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merchants  were  to  cancel  the  orders  which  were  not  filled  on  time,  they  would 
lose  their  downpayment.  The  merchants  and  the  small  industrialists  who  have 
his  downpayment  blocked  at  the  factory  are  forced  to  buy  from  the  large 
industrialists  in  order  to  supply  their  customers.  Thus  Erdemir’s  products 
increase  in  price  by  changing  too  many  hands  in  the  market.  While  forcing  the 
merchants  into  bankruptcy,  this  system  is  helping  many  importing  firms  to  sell 
their  products  at  high  prices.” 
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STATUS  OF  ALUMINUM  EXPORTS,  IMPORTS  OUTLINED 
Istanbul  DUNYA  (Supplement)  in  Turkish  4  Aug  86  p  1 

[Article  in  special  supplement  on  aluminum  compiled  by  Ayse  Elmas  with 
contributions  by  Ankara,  Izmir  and  Bursa  bureaus] 

[Text]  While  aluminum  exports  in  the  first  3  months  of  1986  declined  by  6 
percent  to  $15,375  million,  imports  rose  by  5  percent  to  $25,074  million. 

Raw  materials  form  the  largest  portion  of  aluminum  imports.  Imports  of 
unprocessed  aluminum,  totaling  $19,270  million,  constituted  77  percent  of  all 
aluminum  product  imports  in  the  first  quarter  of  1986.  During  the  same 
period,  processed  aluminum  products  dominated  exports.  The  leading  aluminum 
products  exported  during  the  said  period  were  profile  bars,  plain  sheets  and 
smooth  and  coated  plain  strips. 

Status  of  Imports 

In  the  first  quarter  of  this  year,  aluminum  imports  totaled  $25,074  million, 
rising  by  $1,242  million  compared  to  the  corresponding  period  of  1985. 

Unprocessed  aluminum  formed  the  largest  portion  of  alximinum  imports.  Imports 
of  crude  aluminum,  which  constitutes  77  percent  of  all  aluminum  imports,  rose 
to  $19,270  million  in  the  first  3  months  of  this  year,  registering  an  increase 
of  $2,126  million  compared  to  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 

Of  this  amount,  $14,965  million  worth  came  from  Canada,  $1.7  million  worth 
came  from  Spain  and  $1.3  million  worth  came  from  the  FRG.  The  remaining  raw 
aluminum  imports  came  from  six  other  countries  in  small  shipments. 

Other  major  aluminum  import  categories  include  smooth  coated  plain  strips 
($1,335  million),  plain  plates  ($713,000),  plain  strips  ($349,000)  and 
aluminum  powder  and  chips  ($334,000).  Smooth  plated  plain  strips  are 
generally  imported  from  countries  such  as  the  FRG,  Holland  and  Sweden.  In  the 
first  3  months  of  1986,  imports  of  smooth  plated  plain  strips  totaled  $706,000 
from  the  FRG,  $333,000  from  Holland  and  $180,000  from  Sweden.  During  the  same 
period  all  the  plain  plates  and  plain  strips  were  imported  from  the  FRG.  The 
FRG  was  also  the  primary  supplier  of  aluminum  powder  and  chips  with  $237,000 
out  of  a  total  of  $334,000. 
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Meanwhile,  aluminum  exports  in  the  first  3  months  of  1986  totaled  $15,375 
million,  declining  by  $951,000  compared  to  the  corresponding  period  of  last 
year.  While  exports  of  aluminum  household  products  and  plain  sheets  rose 
compared  to  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year,  drops  in  the  export  of 
wires  and  plain  strips  resulted  in  a  general  decline. 

Plain  sheets,  profile  bars  and  smooth  coated  strips  form  the  largest  portion 
of  aluminum  exports.  Exports  of  aluminum  sheets  rose  by  84  percent  from 
$2,938  million  in  the  first  3  months  of  last  year  to  $5,419  million  in  the 
corresponding  period  of  this  year.  The  leading  buyers  of  Turkish  plain 
aluminum  sheets  are  the  United  States,  Iraq  and  Iran. 

Exports  of  profile  bars  form  30  percent  of  total  aluminum  exports  with  $4,972 
million.  Of  that  amount,  $2,264  million  worth  is  exported  to  Kuwait,  $1.7 
million  worth  is  exported  to  Iraq  and  $212,000  worth  is  sold  to  Saudi  Arabia. 

Exports  of  aluminum  wires  dropped  by  $1,488  million  compared  to  the  first 
quarter  of  1985  to  $283,000.  Nearly  all  exports  in  this  category  were  shipped 
to  Iran. 

In  exports  of  aluminum  strips,  there  was  a  decline  of  $285,000  compared  to  the 
first  quarter  of  last  year.  Exports  of  aluminum  strips,  totaling  $2,173 
million,  were  primarily  shipped  to  the  ERG,  Iraq  and  Iran. 

Virtually  all  exports  of  aluminum  household  products,  totaling  $1,135  million, 
were  shipped  to  Saudi  Arabia. 

Annual  Trends 

Aluminum  exports  in  1985  rose  by  7  percent  compared  to  the  previous  year  to 
$67,701  million,  while  imports  dropped  by  24  percent  to  $89,745  million. 
Imports  of  unprocessed  aluminum,  totaling  $72,587  million,  constituted  the 
largest  category  in  overall  aluminum  imports,  while  the  leading  categories  in 
exports  were  profile  bars,  plain  sheets  and  smooth  coated  plain  strips. 

January-March  aluminum  imports  in  1984  through  1986  (quantities  in  metric 
tons,  values  in  thousand  dollars) 

1984  1985  1986 


Item 

Quantity 

Value 

Quantity 

Value 

Quantity 

Value 

Unprocessed 

aluminum 

Aluminum 

scraps 

15,804 

27,243 

12,759 

149 

17,144 

194 

16,495 

19,270 

Total 

15,804 

27,243 

12,908 

17,338 

16,495 

19,270 
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January-March  aluminum  imports  in  1984  through  1986  (continued)  (quantities  in 
metric  tons,  values  in  thousand  dollars) 

1984  1985  1986 


Item  Quantity 

Value 

Quantity 

Value 

Quantity 

Value 

Wires 

3 

10 

0.6 

1 

14 

Profile  bars 

0.1 

0.4 

4 

40 

5 

12 

Solid  bars 

27 

112 

104 

390 

71 

222 

Total 

30 

122 

108 

430 

77 

248 

Plain  plates 

...... 

..... 

_ 

388 

713 

Plain  sheets 

46 

108 

18 

52 

1 

7 

Plain  strips 

— 

— 

102 

251 

122 

349 

Non-plain  plates 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

13 

Non-plain  sheets 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

23 

Non-plain  strips 

— 

— 

— 

0.1 

17 

57 

Total 

46 

108 

120 

303 

537 

1,168 

Plain  foils 
(smooth,  coated) 

19 

59 

120 

369 

64 

293 

Plain  strips 
(smooth,  coated) 

49 

204 

497 

1,299 

368 

1,335 

Foils  (embossed, 
printed) 

15 

72 

__ 

Non-plain  strips 

33 

188 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

116 

523 

617 

1,668 

432 

1,628 

Aluminum  powder 
and  chips 

26 

82 

140 

136 

88 

334 

Pipes 

61 

188 

1 

4 

29 

141 

Pipe  accessories 

0.6 

10 

1 

25 

8 

33 

Construction 

accessories 

8 

77 

2 

13 

56 

295 

Storage  tanks 

7 

32 

11 

27 

— 

— 

Pressure-resistant 

containers 

3 

Wire  ropes  1 

,069 

1,326 

2,507 

3,765 

1 

6 

Woven  wire 
products 

__ 

__ 

„ 

10 

20 

Household 

products 

16 

75 

7 

44 

18 

81 

Other 

1 

14 

20 

76 

282 

1,440 

Grand  total  17 

,188 

29,801 

16,445 

23,832 

18,162 

25,074 
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HALTED  TRADE  WITH  IRAQ  STYMIES  ALUMINUM  SALES 
Istanbul  DUNYA  (Supplement)  in  Turkish  4  Aug  86  p  1 

[Article  in  special  supplement  on  aluminum  compiled  by  Ayse  Elmas  with 
contributions  by  Ankara,  Izmir  and  Bursa  bureaus] 

[Text]  Because  of  the  freeze  imposed  by  the  Central  Bank  on  all  trade 
relations  with  Iraq,  the  Oztiryakiler  Corporation  cannot  fill  an  order  from 
Iraq  for  $700,000  worth  of  aluminum  and  steel  kitchen  gadgets.  Stating  that 
ways  ,  are  being  sought  to  resume  the  shipment  of  order,  which  now  totals 
$700,000  but  which  is  expected  to  increase  in  the  future,  Oztiryakiler  Metal 
Products  Industry  and  Trade  Corporation  board  member  Aydogan  Oztiryaki  said 
that  the  Iraqi  market  offers  a  promising  future.  Noting  that  a  substantial 
amount  of  production  capacity  will  remain  idle  if  the  dispute  with  Iraq  is  not 
resolved,  Oztiryaki  said; 

"Our  firm  has  been  exporting  aluminum  kitchen  products  to  Iraq  for  the  last  14 
years.  Our  exports  to  Iraq  totaled  $2,214  million  last  year.  Our  exports 
were  expected  to  reach  $3  million  this  year.  However,  when  the  banking  accord 
between  the  Turkish  and  Iraqi  central  banks  expired  on  17  July  the  agreement 
was  not  renewed,  and  the  Turkish  Central  Bank  halted  all  commercial 
transactions  with  Iraq.  As  a  result,  we  cannot  obtain  a  letter  of  credit  to 
fill  a  $700,000  order  we  have  received  from  Iraq." 

Stating  that  Turkey's  aluminum  marketing  potential  may  be  increased  with 
exports  of  aluminum  as  well  as  steel  kitchen  products,  Oztiryaki  continued: 

"We  are  hoping  that  the  trade  dispute  between  Turkey  and  Iraq  will  be  resolved 
soon.  If  that  does  not  happen,  our  firm  will  look  for  other  means  of 
solution. 

"Meanwhile,  the  aluminum  market  will  grow  indirectly  as  a  second  base  as  our 
share  of  steel  kitchen  products  in  foreign  markets  such  as  Iraq  grows. 

"We  believe  that  we  will  make  ourselves  known  in  world  markets  in  this  area  as 
in  the  case  of  textiles  and  garments." 
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ALUMINUM  INDUSTRY  HURT  BY  PRICE  INSTABILITY 
Istanbul  PUNYA  (Supplement)  in  Turkish  4  Aug  86  p  4 

[Article  in  special  supplement  on  aluminum  compiled  by  Ayse  Elmas  with 
contributions  by  Ankara,  Izmir  and  Bursa  bureaus] 

[Text]  The  Turkish  aluminum  industry,  which  has  grown  rapidly  despite  its 
short  history,  is  reportedly  facing  mounting  problems.  Stating  that  the  main 
cause  of  the  problems  is  frequent  price  hikes  in  raw  materials  and  that  these 
price  hikes  have  reached  100  percent  in  the  last  year,  Mert  Marketing  Trade 
and  Industry  Corporation  Director  General  Remzi  Cakmakli  said  that  ”the 
[aluminum]  market  will  grow  if  price  stability  is  ensured.”  Noting  that  ”the 
lack  of  an  organizational  structure  in  the  sector  has  also  created  various 
problems,"  Cakmakli  continued: 

"Aluminum,  which  has  become  a  rapidly  growing  branch  of  industry,  has  begun  to 
enter  our  daily  lives.  Despite  this  fact,  however,  demand  is  not  growing  as 
fast  as  it  was  expected  because  hikes  in  raw  material  prices,  averaging  5  to 
10  percent  a  month,  have  rendered  the  consuming  workshops  and  other  affiliated 
industries  unable  to  operate.  The  prices  of  aluminum  raw  products  rose  by  100 
percent  between  January  and  July  1986,  imposing  hardships  on  consumers  as  well 
as  producers.  Faced  with  a  new  price  hike  every  month,  the  consumer  has  begun 
to  substitute  alternative  materials  for  aluminum,  and  this  has  inevitably 
driven  the  producer  to  a  bottleneck.  As  a  result,  those  branches  of  the 
industry  supplying  small  businesses  and  consumers  have  been  left  at  the  mercy 
of  the  government." 

Unbalance  in  Prices  Leads  to  Unfair  Competition 

Charging  that  hikes  in  aluminum  raw  material  prices  are  reflected  in  various 
ways  in  the  market  in  the  course  of  competition  thus  producing  unfavorable 
results,  Cakmakli  said; 

"Although  aluminum  prices  overseas  are  much  lower  than  domestic  prices , 
overseas  prices  surpass  domestic  prices  in  imports.  As  a  result,  imports  are 
not  attractive. 

"Meanwhile,  the  lack  of  an  organizational  structure  in  the  sector  and  its 
vulnerability  to  market  competition  is  creating  various  problems.  The 
industrialists  who  buy  their  raw  materials  at  different  prices,  price  their 
products  differently  when  they  put  them  on  the  market.  The  resulting 
competition  is  aggravating  the  producers'  problems.  We  believe  that  the 
potential  of  the  market  cannot  grow  under  these  conditions." 
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OVERVIEW  OF  TURKISH  SHIPPING  INDUSTRY 


Istanbul  MILLIYET  (PANORAMA  Magazine)  in  Turkish  13  Jul  86 
PP  8,9 

[Text]  When  people  talk  of  seamen  they  instantly  recall  joyous 
marches,  folk  songs  and  kindergarten  ditties  ("row,  row,  row 
your  boat").  However,  don't  let  us  mislead  you.  In  actual 
fact  our  "merry  shipowners"  seem  t.o  be  swimming  in  a  sea  of 
troubles  . . . 

It  all  started  with  the  full-page  ads  appearing  in  newspapers 
on  1  Jul  carrying  the  signature  of  Veysel  Atasoy,  the  minister 
of  transport.  The  ad  started  with  a  quote  from  Ataturk:  "We 
ought  to  think  of  seamenship  as  a  national  ideal  for  Turks  and 
should  reach  it  in  no  time!"  The  ad  ended  with  the  minister 
extending  his  greetings  to  all  citizens  on  the  occasion  of 
Shipping  and  Free  Navigation  Day.  This  was  followed  by  a 
symposium  on  the  'Problems  of  Shipping  Sector  in  1986'.  It 
was  there  that  the  problems  were  brought  to  our  attention. 
You  might  also  have  noticed  some  of  the  in-between  lines  in 
the  ad:  "Hoisting  the  Turkish  flag  in  shipping." 

Buy  Turkish  Week 

In  an  informal  conversation  with  newsmen  on  1  Jul,  Atasoy 
said:  "This  is  nothing  new.  Today  all  countries,  with  U.S.  in 
the  lead,  require  their  citizens  to  use  their  national  fleet. 
Admittedly,  this  is  protectionism  rather  than  international 
competition.  But  the  objective  should  be  achieved  through 
indirect  measures  rather  than  direct  ones.  An  awareness 
should  be  instilled  into  the  citizens.  Remember  the  buy 
Turkish  weeks?  Our  generation  is  more  .attuned  to  such 
sentiments.  They  must  be  ingrained  into  our  collective 
psychology . " 

For  three  days  there  were  one  ball  after  another,  cocktails, 
dinners  galore  at  the  Liman  restaurant,  Moda  yachting  club. 
Hotel  Tarabya.  In  the  dim  light  of  Hotel  Tarabya's  night 
club,  where  the  two-day  symposium  was  held,  problems  of 
shipping  were  discussed  with  the  utmost  intensity. 
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Our  Shipyards  Sentenced 

Shipping  is  a  triangle  formed  by  ministry  of  transport,  the 
shipov/ners  and  the  shipyards.  Its  end  product  is  the  cargo. 
The  triangle,  hov/over,  is  filled  to  capacity  with  problems. 
Lets  start  with  our  shipyards  (which  are  supposed  to  be  the 
driving  force  behind  our  shipping  fleet). 

Our  shipyards  are  almost  witheld  from  shipbuilding.  One  would 
think  they  are  under  some  sort  of  sentence,  Tliere  are  more 
incentives  for  buying  from  overseas  than  for  building  ships  at 
home.  The  incentive  for  overseas  purchases  is  50  percent  and 
only  15  percent  for  d o m e vS t i c  shipbuilding,  A  number  of 
factors  are  responsible  for  our  shipowners’  predilection  for 
importing  readymade  ships  which  becomes  more  understandable 
when  it  is  realized  that  our  shipyards  consistently  fail  to 
meet  delivery  deadlines.  This  is  mostly  duo  to  backward 
technology  prevalent  in  our  shipyards  v/hich,  in  turn,  is  due 
to  their  consistent  failure  to  become  ongoing  feasible 
concerns.  Thus  it  is  not  surprising  to  hear  that  the  Turkish 
Ship  Industry  Ltd.,  a  fully  state-owned  company  with  TL  50 
billion  nominal  capital,  and  considered  the  most  ’powerful’ 
shipbuilder  in  the  country,  manages  to  operate  only  10-15 
percent  of  its  500,000  dwt  per  year  capacity.  This  is  due  in 
large  part  to  a  lack  of  awareness. 

No  wonder  the  conference  shook  v/ith  laughter  when  Mr,  Muzaffer 
Akkaya,  director-general  of  the  Maritime  Bank  Shipping  Co, 
Ltd.  -  the  state  shipping  company  -  uttered  the  words:  "The 
Pendik  shipyard  has  received  orders  for  two  Panama  type  ships, 
75,000  dwt  each,  by  far  the  biggest  ships  in  Turkey",  The 
laughter  was  apparently  due  to  the  fact  that  though  the  orders 
had  been  given  two  years  ago  construction  had  not  even  started 
yet . 

Global  Cargo  Crisis 

A  recently  employed  method  to  deal  with  the  cargo  crisis  in 
international  shipping  seems  to  be  the  scrap  metal  trade.  Red 
China,  Korea,  Taiwan  and  Hong  Kong  in  particular  have  boon 
increasing  their  steel  production  by  this  method  while  getting 
rid  of  their  7-8  year  old  ships  that  operate  v/ith  turbines. 

Our  own  crisis  is  somewhat  unique  duo  to  a  series  of 
irresponsible  decisi.ons  of  recent  vintage.  According  to 
official  figures  our  shipping  fleet  which  totalled  837,000 
gross  tons  in  1960  reached  1.5  million  gross  tons  in  1978. 
Between  the  years  1980-86  the  number  of  ships  exploded  "like 
popcorn"  from  500  to  800.  En  due  course  certain  "sharpsters 
never  known  to  miss  a  good  incentive  v/hen  they  see  one"  became 
instant  shipowners.  And  thus  maximum  cargo  capacity  increased 
threefold  reaching  5,247, 000  dwt . 
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Considering  that  the  global  tonnage  in  commercial  shipping  is 
630  million  dwt,  it  does  not  look  bad  to  be  ranked  26th  with 
5,247,000  dwt.  What  can  be  irresponsible  about  this,  you 
might  ask.  Well,  the  irresponsible  thing  in  question  concerns 
those  who  have  given  and  taken  billions  of  liras  v/orth  of 
credit  which  is  now  causing  so  much  anguish  to  the  rest  of 
us.  It  appears  that  not  a  single  soul  among  the 
administrators  has  taken  the  trouble  to  investigate  the  type 
of  ship  our  fleet  really  needs.  Moreover,  the  purchased  ships 
turn  out  to  be  mostly  aged  vessels  bought  on  the  spot  market. 

The  statistics  may  seem  nice  from  afar  but  close-up  one 
realizes  that  the  situation  is  really  a  disaster.  Today  ships 
are  sitting  off  the  Ahirkapi  coast  in  great  numbers,  their 
average  age  16-17  years,  worth  billions  of  liras  and  who  knows 
hov/  many  millions  of  dwt  capacity.  They  just  sit  there  in 
that  graveyard,  not  a  single  piece  of  cargo  in  sight. 

Fuel -inefficient  Ships 

The  impact  of  the  financial  crisis,  brought  on  by  the  cargo 
crisis  and  aggravated  by  the  problems  of  our  aging  ships,  has 
been  quite  devastating  for  our  shipping  fleet.  A  solution  of 
sorts  is  suggested  by  Hilrai  Sonmez,  owner  of  the  Sonmez 
Shipping  Co.  and  the  president  of  Chamber  of  Shipping. 
According  to  Sonmez , resour ces  required  for  the  renewal  of  the 
fleet  can  be  found.  Here  is  how:  "Nearly  one  million  tons  of 
fuel  are  v\rasted  because  of  aged  and  fuel-inefficient  ships  in 
our  fleet.  If  we  take  the  average  price  of  fuel  as  $120  in 
coming  years  the  money  wasted  would  amount  to  something  like 
$50-60  million.  This  money  can  instead  be  used  for  the 
renewal  of  our  fleet.  Having  posed  the  question  whether  we 
can  develop  our  shipping  fleet  with  the  33  percent  incentive 
loans,  Sonmez  ansv/ers:  "This  is  too  high  a  rate  for  us.  Our 
government  forecasts  25  percent  inflation  for  the  year.  Thus 
the  rate  envisioned  for  our  shipping  fleet  should  not  exceed 
the  rate  of  inflation.  If  we  want  to  support  the  shipbuilding 
industry  the  rate  of  interest  should  be  fixed  5  percent  lower 
than  the  prevailing  rate  of  inflation," 

Fleet  Under  One  Flag 

Since  we  are  buyers  and  pay  cash  up  front  we  are  able  to  carry 
almost  all  our  oil  by  tankers  flying  the  Turkish  flag. 
Nurettin  Gurpinar  of  the  Maritime  Bank  expressed  his  opinion 
that  "insistence  on  carrying  all  our  import  and  export  cargo 
by  Turkish  registered  ships  is  going  against  the  grain  in 
world  trade." 

On  19  Jul  1984  a  government  decree  was  issued,  largely  due  to 
the  efforts  of  Hon.  Turgut  Ozal,  aimed  eit  protecting  our 
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shipping  fleet  and  preventing  the  drain  of  foreign  currency. 
It  stipulated  that  imports  would  henceforth  be  carried  by 
Turkish  registered  ships  though  one  would  be  hard  put  to  find 
one  state  organisation  -  to  which  the  decree  was  addressed  - 
comply  with  i t . 

Gurpinar  argues  that  the  whole  thing  "is  a  non-starter.  Other 
countries  will  be  reluctant  to  use  our  services.  They  will 
also  demand  that  their  exports  be  carried  by  their  shipping 
companies."  He  adds:  "It  is  useless  to  talk  of  the  fleet 
under  one  flag.  It  is  not  only  us,  nobody  does  such  a  thing. 
Different  cargoes  are  handled  by  different  types  of  ships. 
Even  the  Japanese  could  not  manage  that." 

Regular  Schedules 

Then  there  are  the  liners  which  operate  regular  schedules. 
Turkish  ships  may  be  good  in  carrying  full-up  cargoes  but  they 
are  behind  in  the  liner  business.  We  discussed  the  issue  with 
the  representatives  of  foreign  shipping  companies.  They  said 
that  in  Turkey  "only  Denlz  Nakliyat,  Koctug  and  Genel 
Denizcilik  are  able  to  engage  in  the  liner  business."  To 
operate  on  liner  routes  one  needs  representatives  in  foreign 
ports.  Refraining  from  giving  their  names  ("we  do  not  want  to 
contradict  our  Ministry")  the  representatives  of  foreign 
shipping  companies  said  the  following:  "Given  the  state  of  our 
ships  -  technological  and  otherwise  -  how  are  we  going  to  do 
this?  It  is  unfortunate  but  today,  with  the  exception  of 
state  economic  enterprises,  our  traders  cannot  have  their 
cargo  carried  by  Denlz  Nakliyat  because  the  company  cannot 
maintain  scheduled  routes  with  service  at  every  port.  A 
shipowner  who  enters  the  liner  business  can  expect  to  recover 
his  initial  loan  in  about  15—20  years.  A  cargo  ship,  on  the 
other  hand,  can  recover  in  5  years  not  to  mention  its  scrap 
value.  Why  should  a  shipowner  make  a  15— year  investment  when 
a  more  convenient  option  is  available?  The  liner  business  is 
very  dangerous.  The  huge  American  Prudential  Lines  and  the 
Japanese  Sanko  Lines  went  out  of  business.  The  state  has  to 
tell  to  Deniz  Nakliyat  this:  Take  these  ships,  operate  them  on 
these  routes,  and  I  will  cover  the  losses.  But  this  would 
contradict  the  Ozal  policy  of  letting  state  economic 
enterprises  save  themselves." 

Port  Legislation 

Port  Legislation  no,  827  has  Introduced  a  5  percent  tax  levied 
on  goods  imported  via  sea  (based  on  their  GIF  value).  The  tax 
is  generally  considered  too  high,  and  does  not  apply  to  any 
other  means  of  transportation  -  just  the  sea.  Nothing  quite 
similar  is  heard  anywhere  in  the  world.  Only  we  seem  to  have 
the  dubious  distinction  of  having  such  a  thing! 
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Iho  vJows  of  MetJn  Lcbl ebi ci ogl u ,  general  manager  of  Koctug 
Sh.ijjping  Ltd.,  on  Port  Legislation  is  widely  shared  by 
sh  j  i)owrjors :  ”As  a  result  our  country  has  been  forced  to  adopt 
land  transportation  to  an  excessive  degree  because  the 
inijjortc'r  wants  to  economise,"  In  order  to  avoid  the  5  percent 
port  tax  the  importer  unioads  his  cargo  either  at  Pireus  or 
Antwerp  and  makes  his  entry  to  Turkey  by  truck.  Records 
indicate  that  49,500  TIR  trucks  made  entries  in  1985,  31,500 
of  them  carrying  foreign  plates.  Of  the  TL  150  billion  port 
tax  revenue,  with  TL  110  billion  going  directly  to  the 
1  r e ci s u r 3" ,  only  1  Lj  37  billion  went  to  the  maintenance  and 
doveJopmont  of  ports  for  which  it  was  originally  intended.  At 
this  point  Lebl ebici oglu  parts  company  with  the  other 
shijiownera.  That  is  because  he  does  not  favor  the  abolition 
of  the  legislation,  saying  "given  that  Turkey’s  imports  are 
around  $10  billion,  a  general  application  of  the  tax  would 
have  generated  about  TJ,  420  billion  revenue  ($1  =  TL  700). 
This  moans  that  the  state  has  foregone  TL  270  billion  in  favor 
of  importers  1^ y  not  applying  the  tax  comprehensively." 

llien  the  o})posiMg  viewpoint  comes  forward:  "Our  foreign 
currency  earnings  would  have  been  much  higher  had  we  been  able 
to  invite  more  business  to  our  ports  rather  than  insisting  on 
Jurk.ish  registry  or  imposing  liuge  taxes," 

Knvi  roninen  t  Fund 

fhoro  are  two  items  that  relate  to  the  monetary  aspect  of  the 
pollution  })roblem:  the  annual  fee  and  the  penalty  to  be 
collected  from  the  violators.  Among  the  shippers  no  serious 
opposition  has  emerged  to  either  of  these  measures  the  common 
attitude  being  "just  as  wc  are  forced  to  pay  millions  when  we 
pollute  abroad,  those  who  pollute  Turkish  ports  should  not  go 
scot  free".  As  pointed  out  by  Prof.  Mumtaz  Soysal ,  the 
MJl.LlYl’J  writer,  "without  the  respect  and  love  for  the  sea  no 
country  is  ever  likely  to  show  progress  in  maritime  trade." 

The  shij)pers  too  are  against  any  disrespect  towards  the  sea 
but  they  are  also  against  a  fee  increase  from  TL  10  to  TL  1000 
per  gross  ton  for  the  Environment  Fund.  The  common  sentiment 
is^  that  "the  shippers  are  hardly  in  a  position  to  absorb  an 
additional  expenditure  of  TL  3.5  billion  a  year."  Another 
important  aspect  that  concerns  pollution  penalties  is  that  in 
addition  to  insuring  their  vessels  and  engines  ships  take  on 
comprehensive  coverage.  In  the  event  of  pollution  insurance 
coveTs  $a0  to  $300  million  worth  of  damage.  Remarks  are  made 
jokingly  that  "one  needs  the  environment  fund  like  one  needs  a 
liolc  in  the  head.  Shipowners  are  rich  so  why  don’t  we  collect 
fees  for  tlie  XYZ  fund!" 
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Perpetual  Penalties 


During  the 
agreements . 
signed  by 
instituting 
memorandum , 
from  the 


symposium  there  were  discussions  on  international 
On  1  Jul  82  the  Paris  Memorandum  went  into  effect 
14  countries  specifying  minimum  standards  and 
control  in  commercial  shipping.  According  to  the 
sanctions  included  the  denial  of  entry  and  exit 
ports  of  14  countries.  Turkey  is  not  a  party  to  the 


agreement  "yet".  Ministry  of  transport  officials  explained 
that  "documents  had  to  be  completely  rearranged  and  the 
certification  of  the  equipment  has  been  completed."  This  was 
greeted  by  comments  such  as:  "If  you  are  having  difficulty  in 
translation  send  us  the  English  copies.  We  are  tired  of  being 
penalized . " 


Maritime  Education 


The  symposium  had  nearly  ended,  and  the  quest i on— and— answer 
period  was  drawing  to  a  close.  Apparently,  Guneri  Ozkan, 
manager  of  Marti  Shipping  Ltd.,  was  overlooked  sitting  quietly 
at  the  panel  table.  The  chairman  was  reminded  of  the 
situation  by  a  voice  coming  from  the  crowd,  and  thus  Ozkan 
began  to  speak.  It  turned  out  that  he  had  useful  things  to 
say  about  the  incorporation  of  the  Maritime  College  (which  is 
the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  the  country)  into  the  university 
system.  He  also  talked  about  general  problems  concerning 
higher  education  in  commercial  shipping. 

For  three  continuous  days  the  sea  was  sometimes  rough  and 
sometimes  calm.  At  the  end  there  was  a  speech  by  Ziya 
Kalkavan,  president  of  the  Shipowners  Association,  rendered  in 
his  famous  Black  Sea  accent:  "I  have  been  involved  in  these 
issues  since  the  time  of  Celal  Bayar.  In  every  period  we 
talked  about  these  problems.  The  authorities  have  always  told 
us  that  we  were  right  but  never  delivered.  Hon.  Veysel  Atasoy 
has  created  a  warm  atmosphere.  He  is  holding  the  light  but  we 
have  to  make  sure  that  the  light  illuminates  even  more."  This 
was  followed  by  the  Minister's  reassurance  of  "support  for  the 
Turkish  flag"  which  worked  as  a  tonic  for  shipowners  up  to 
their  neck  in  problems. 

...  And  the  cocktail  prolonge  got  under  way. 
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JPRS-WER-86-108 
28  October  1986 


ECONOMIC 


TURKEY 


BRIEFS 

TOURISM  PROTOCOL  WITH  HUNGARY  RATIFIED — The  Council  of  Ministers  approved  a 
Turkish-Hungarian  touristic  collaboration  protocol  signed  in  Budapest  in 
April.  The  protocol,  which  was  published  in  the  Official  Gazette  yesterday, 
envisages  cooperation  between  Turkey  and  Hungary  in  the  area  of  tourism.  It 
was  reported  that  during  talks  between  the  two  countries,  views  were  exchanged 
on  the  tourism  potential  and  existing  incentives  in  the  two  countries  and  that 
it  was  decided  to  develop  further  the  cooperation  between  travel  agencies  and 
tourism  firms  and  to  encourage  this  cooperation  at  the  government  level. 
According  to  the  protocol,  the  Turkish  Airways  will  Introduce  direct  service 
between  Istanbul  and  Budapest  to  facilitate  air  travel  between  the  two  cities. 
The  protocol  also  says  that  both  countries  will  ask  their  travel  agencies  to 
diversify  their  tours  and  to  have  more  tours  which  may  foster  cooperation  in 
the  area  of  touristic  promotion.  According  to  the  protocol,  the  two  sides 
will  also  advise  their  travel  agencies  to  prepare  joint  programs  for  tourists 
from  third  countries.  [Text]  [Istanbul  DUNYA  in  Turkish  16  Aug  86  p  7]  9588 

CZECHOSLOVAKS  TO  MARKET  TIRES~Work  is  under  way  to  promote  in  foreign  markets 
the  Turkish  aircraft  tires  to  be  manufactured  at  the  PETLAS  factory,  which 
will  begin  production  at  the  end  of  the  year.  According  to  the  information 
obtained,  "Technoeksport , "  a  firm  from  Czechoslovakia,  will  manage  the  foreign 
market  research  and  sales  of  aircraft  and  land  vehicle  tires  to  be 
manufactured  by  PETLAS.  The  Czechoslovak  firm,  which  reportedly  has  extensive 
experience  in  world  markets,  will  also  procure  licenses  for  the  tires  to  be 
manufactured  by  PETLAS.  Officials  stated  that  Turkish  aircraft  tires  will 
take  an  important  share  of  the  world  market  and  that  large  orders  have  been 
received  from  Middle  Eastern  countries.  The  factory,  which  will  have  trial 
production  runs  at  the  end  of  the  year,  will  manufacture  8,000  aircraft  tires 
a  year.  The  factory,  whose  production  will  meet  the  entire  aircraft  tire 
needs  of  the  Turkish  Air  Force,  will  also  manufacture  land  vehicle  tires.  The 
factory,  whose  production  will  in  general  be  export-oriented,  was  largely 
financed  by  foreign  loans.  The  PETLAS  aircraft  tire  factory  was  financed  by  a 
$9-million  loan  from  the  Islamic  Development  Bank  and  a  $19-million  loan  from 
the  Turkish-Arab  Bank.  The  factory,  on  which  100  billion  Turkish  liras  have 
been  spent  so  far,  is  expected  to  cost  approximately  140  billion  Turkish  liras 
in  today's  prices.  [Text]  [Istanbul  DUNYA  in  Turkish  16  Aug  86  p  7]  9588 
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MILITARY 


EUROPEAN  AFFAIRS 


NORWEGIAN  REPORT  DISCUSSES  SOVIET  OPERATIONS  PLANS  FOR  NORTH 
Stockholm  DAGENS  NYHETER  in  Swedish  13  Sep  86  p  11 

[Article  by  Bjorn  Lindahl;  first  paragraph  is  DAGENS  NYHETER  introduction] 

[Text]  How  does  the  Soviet  Union  view  the  Nordic  Region?  In  a  new  Norwegian 
report,  a  researcher  has  examined  Soviet  military  planning  for  Northern  Europe 
and  reached  the  conclusion  that  the  "Nordic  Region"  does  not  exist  as  a 
concept.  Regional  operations  areas  have  other  boundaries.  The  same  is  true 
of  NATO.  The  threat  to  the  Nordic  Region  is  therefore  indirect. 

Oslo — Interest  in  and  concern  over  what  the  Soviet  Union  is  doing  on  the  Kola 
Peninsula  have  increased  sharply  in  the  Nordic  Region  over  the  past  few  years. 
But  how  does  the  Soviet  Union  view  the  Nordic  Region?  A  new  report  gives  a 
partial  answer  to  that  question,  saying  that  the  threat  to  the  Nordic  Region 
is  indirect  and  depends  on  much  greater  military  interests  on  the  Soviet  side. 

The  report,  which  was  prepared  by  the  Norwegian  Foreign  Policy  Institute 
(NUPI),  has  already  become  well  known  for  having  revealed,  with  the  help  of 
satellite  pictures,  two  new  bases  on  the  Kola  Peninsula,  an  airfield,  and  a 
submarine  base.  But  it  also  includes  another  section  in  which  the  Finnish- 
American  researcher  Tomas  Ries  very  carefully  examines  Soviet  military 
planning  for  Northern  Europe. 

One  condition  for  understanding  the  Soviet  Armed  Forces  is  to  recognize  that 
there  are  two  ways  to  classify  fighting  forces.  The  first  is  the  traditional 
one  that  exists  in  peacetime:  a  Navy,  an  Army,  an  Air  Force,  and  other 
traditional  service  branches.  But  that  classification  has  nothing  in  common 
with  the  situation  that  exists  in  wartime. 

The  Soviet  Northern  Fleet  can  be  taken  as  an  example.  It  does  indeed  have  70 
percent  of  Russian  nuclear-armed  submarines — but  only  in  peacetime.  In 
wartime,  command  of  those  submarines  will  pass  to  a  special  strategic  nuclear 
command  that  will  also  control  strategic  bombers  and  intercontinental  nuclear 
missiles. 

The  other  service  branches  will  be  divided  into  combat  units  consisting  of 
ground,  air,  and  naval  forces  and  placed  under  regional  commands. 
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Tomas  Ries  says;  "By  studying  the  look  of  those  units  and  the  forces  assigned 
to  them,  one  can  get  an  idea  of  which  military  operations  might  be  considered 
suitable  in  the  Nordic  Region  in  wartime." 

The  first  conclusion  that  can  be  drawn  is  that  the  Nordic  Region  as  such  does 
not  exist  for  Soviet  military  planners.  They  see  only  two  areas  as  being  of 
absolute  strategic  importance  in  Europe. 

The  first  is  the  Arctic  Region,  where  the  Soviet  Union  has  its  nuclear-armed 
submarines,  which  play  a  much  more  important  role  in  the  nuclear  balance  than 
the  American  ones  do.  The  Kola  Peninsula  also  lies  in  the  most  direct  path 
for  U.S.  strategic  bombers  and  missiles  on  their  way  to  Moscow. 

The  second  is  West  Europe.  That  is  where  a  large  number  of  NATO’s  nuclear 
weapons  are  stored.  That  makes  it  the  biggest  conventional  threat  to  the 
Soviet  Union. 

Since  the  Nordic  Region  winds  up  right  in  the  middle,  it  has  been  divided,  for 
purposes  of  military  planning,  in  a  way  that  best  suits  Soviet  interests. 
Northern  Norway,  northern  Sweden,  and  Finland  are  in  one  regional  operations 
area.  Southern  Norway,  southern  Sweden,  and  Denmark  are  in  another  that  comes 
under  the  high  command  for  operations  in  West  Europe. 

A  parallel  can  be  drawn  with  NATO,  which  has  also  divided  up  the  Nordic  Region 
differently  than  atlases  do.  NATO  includes  Norway,  Denmark,  and  that  part  of 
the  FRG  north  of  Hamburg  in  its  Northern  Command. 

The  Norwegian  Sea  and  parts  of  the  North  Sea  come  under  the  Atlantic  Command, 
while  other  parts  of  the  North  Sea  are  part  of  the  Channel  Command. 

"It  would  be  wrong  to  say  that  boundaries  like  these  do  not  play  a  role. 
Problems  are  always  created  when  an  area  must  be  defended,"  says  General 
Geoffrey  Hewlett,  who  heads  the  Northern  Command  and  is  therefore  the  highest 
NATO  officer  in  the  Nordic  Region.  "Of  course,  dividing  an  area  up  does  not, 
in  itself ,  prevent  the  possibility  of  an  attack  on ,  say ,  Sweden .  But  military 
plans  are  worked  out  according  to  the  most  current  threats  and  priorities. 

Tomas  Ries  points  out  that  the  danger  that  the  Nordic  Region  will  be  drawn 
into  a  conflict  must  be  viewed  in  a  much  larger  context. 

He  says;  "The  threat  to  the  Nordic  Region  is  indirect.  The  crucial  thing  is 
what  happens  in  Europe." 

But  some  parts  of  the  Nordic  Region  would  be  very  important  to  Russian 
interests  during  a  conflict.  Tomas  Ries  can  therefore  conceive  of  two  Soviet 
military  operations  that  would  be  equally  appropriate  from  the  standpoint  of 
defense  and  attack. 

One  is  the  occupation  of  Denmark  to  prevent  NATO’s  surface  ships  from  entering 
the  Baltic  Sea  and,  perhaps  even  more  important,  to  keep  NATO  from  using  the 
airspace  over  Denmark  as  a  path  for  attacks  on  the  Soviet  Union. 
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Soviet  Operations  Plans  for  Northern  Europe 
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The  other  is  the  occupation  or  constant  bombing  of  northern  Norway  north  of 
Troms  County  and  of  the  airfields  and  harbors  located  there  to  prevent  attacks 
on  the  Kola  Peninsula  from  there.  From  the  Russian  standpoint,  the  best  thing 
is  to  be  able  to  use  those  facilities  for  operations  in  the  Norwegian  Sea. 

Occupation 

Tomas  Ries  puts  little  faith  in  the  theory  that  Soviet  forces  would  go  through 
northern  Finland  and  northern  Sweden  to  occupy  northern  Norway. 

"It  would  cost  too  much  in  time  and  and  wear  and  tear  on  the  units  to  travel 
the  400  or  500  kilometers  involved.  Besides,  it  would  be  impossible  to  keep 
the  lines  of  communication  open  to  the  rear." 

In  recent  years ,  the  Norwegian  Sea  has  been  the  focus  of  much  attention  in  the 
security  debate,  primarily  because  it  would  be  possible  from  there  to  attack 
NATO  reinforcements  on  their  way  to  Europe  from  the  United  States.  That  is 
one  of  the  Soviet  Northern  Fleet's  missions.  But  its  other,  and  more 
important,  mission  is  to  defend  the  Soviet  nuclear  force  in  the  Arctic  Region. 

"I  don't  believe  that  the  Northern  Fleet  is  capable  of  handling  both  missions, 
and  this  means  that  priority  will  go  to  the  latter  mission,"  says  Tomas  Ries. 

"This  does  not  mean  that  the  Northern  Fleet  will  stay  in  Murmansk.  Defense 
will  have  to  be  in  depth — as  far  out  in  the  Norwegian  Sea  and  the  Atlantic  as 
possible.  But  NATO  still  has  much  more  sophisticated  vessels.  It  has  carrier 
groups,  and  it  controls  all  the  land  areas  surrounding  the  Norwegian  Sea; 
Greenland,  Iceland,  Scotland,  and  the  Norwegian  coast,"  says  Tomas  Ries. 

The  new  U.S.  naval  strategy,  which  has  been  under  development  for  several 
years  but  which  was  published  in  a  nonclassified  version  in  January  of  this 
year,  is  considerably  more  aggressive  than  before. 

"If  there  is  a  war,  the  Navy  must  take  the  initiative  as  far  forward  as 
possible,"  writes  Admiral  James  D.  Watkins  in  a  presentation  of  the  naval 
strategy  that  was  published  in  the  U.S.  journal  PROCEEDINGS. 

One  of  the  most  important  goals  in  that  strategy  is  to  destroy  as  many  Soviet 
nuclear-armed  submarines  as  possible. 

Watkins  writes:  "The  real  question  is  how  the  naval  force  can  be  used  to  alter 
the  nuclear  balance.  To  some  people,  that  aspect  of  the  strategy  may  seem 
risky.  But  the  danger  works  both  ways — that  is  the  essence  of  deterrence." 

The  United  States  already  has  the  capability  to  pursue  Soviet  submarines  far 
into  their  base  area  without  being  detected.  This  is  proven  by  incidents 
inside  the  Vladivostok  harbor  and  at  the  entrance  to  the  White  Sea. 

"While  the  Soviets  already  had  a  very  strong  interest  in  the  Norwegian  Sea, 
U.S.  interest  in  that  area  has  also  increased,  as  is  shown  quite  clearly  by 
the  fact  that  NATO  aircraft  carriers  are  visiting  the  area  more  regularly." 
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But  while  NATO  has  problems  in  connection  with  bringing  reinforcements  across 
the  Atlantic,  the  Soviet  Union  has  the  same  problems  in  the  Baltic  Sea. 

"The  Soviet  Union  would  be  terribly  dependent  on  the  Baltic  Sea  for  moving 
reinforcements  and  equipment  to  the  front  in  Europe,  since  land  routes  would 
be  under  strong  attack  by  NATO,"  says  Tomas  Ries. 

Baltic  Sea 

He  considers  it  quite  unlikely  that  NATO  would  be  able  to  force  its  way  into 
the  Baltic  Sea  with  ships.  Air  defenses  have  already  been  built  up. 

"But  the  Soviet  Union  is  very  worried  about  submarine  attacks  on  its  lines  of 
communication  in  the  Baltic  Sea  and  about  the  fact  that  in  such  cases,  NATO 
might  use  the  Swedish  and  Finnish  archipelagos  as  hiding  places. 

"It  is  therefore  important  for  both  countries  to  be  able  to  guarantee  that  no 
foreign  submarines  can  penetrate  their  waters.  If  they  cannot  guarantee  that, 
the  Soviet  Union  will  do  the  job  itself,"  says  Tomas  Ries. 

"That,  in  my  opinion,  is  why  the  Soviet  Union  is  operating  in  Swedish  waters. 
The  reason  why  it  is  not  doing  so  in  Finnish  waters — at  least  not  to  the  same 
extent — is  that  Finland  began  building  up  one  of  the  world's  most  modern 
coastal  defenses — including  antisubmarine  defense — back  in  the  1970' s. 

"Whereas  Finland  has  invested  a  great  deal,  Sweden  has  neglected  its  coastal 
defenses,  not  only  technically  but  also  by  not  keeping  an  operational  command 
structure  in  place.  It  turns  out  that  it  takes  a  long  time  to  get  people  into 
those  positions  in  wartime. 

Airspace 

"It  is  possible  that  Finnish  feelers  were  more  highly  developed  and  discovered 
earlier  that  the  problem  existed." 

In  addition  to  the  archipelagos,  Swedish  airspace  is  also  threatened.  Here 
the  Soviet  Union  must  be  constantly  evaluating  the  question  of  whether  it  is 
worthwhile  to  challenge  Swedish  air  defense,  which  has  400  fighter  planes 
(compared  to  600  in  the  FRG  and  650  in  Great  Britain). 

Ries  feels  that  if,  on  the  basis  of  larger  strategic  considerations,  the 
Soviet  Union  decides  to  attack  Sweden  anyway,  it  will  probably  begin  with 
sabotage  operations.  In  his  study,  Tomas  Ries  attaches  great  importance  to 
the  Soviet  Spetsnaz  forces. 

"One  scenario  for  an  attack  on  Sweden  that  I  can  imagine  calls  for  large 
sectors  of  the  population  to  become  ill  as  a  result  of  an  unusually  severe  flu 
epidemic.  Then  there  will  be  war.  Before  that  becomes  obvious,  one  can 
imagine  that  all  the  important  civilian  and  military  people  who  can  contribute 
to  Sweden's  ability  to  defend  itself  will  become  the  targets  of  attack  and 
that  some  of  them  will  even  be  murdered,  with  the  resulting  paralyzation. 
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"Important  groups  such  a  pilots  might  also  be  attacked,  as  could  electric 
powerplants  and  similar  installations.  Then,  with  Sweden  blacked  out,  there 
would  be  a  massive  bombing  attack  aimed  solely  at  civilian  targets. 

"Immediately  afterward,  there  would  be  radio  messages  to  the  effect  that  the 
Soviet  Union  wants  peace  and  that  *we  absolutely  do  not  want  to  threaten 
Sweden.  But  if  you  offer  resistance  to  us,  we  will  totally  devastate  you  in 
order  to  get  at  those  who  are  threatening  us . * " 

Vulnerable 

Sweden  is  a  society  very  vulnerable  to  Spetsnaz  operations  because  it  is 
technically  developed  and  centralized. 

"The  same  kind  of  attack  could  also  occur  in  Finland,  but  it  would  be  much 
more  difficult  to  carry  out.  For  one  thing,  national  character  has  a  lot  to 
do  with  how  namby-pamby  a  country  is.  And  Sweden  is  terribly  soft,"  says 
Tomas  Ries. 

He  offers  the  politicians  no  advice  on  how  they  should  solve  the  problems 
resulting  from  the  fact  that  both  superpowers  are  taking  a  growing  interest  in 
the  Nordic  Region. 

"But  strong  defense  forces  in  Sweden  and  Finland  would  maintain  a  wall  which, 
hopefully,  both  superpowers  could  rely  on.  Then  the  .superpowers  themselves 
would  not  have  to  maintain  such  large  forces.  Putting  it  crudely,  we  can  say 
that  the  Soviet  Union  would  be  relying  on  Finland  not  to  let  NATO  slip  through 
and  that  NATO  would  be  relying  on  Sweden  not  to  let  the  Soviet  Union  slip 
through,"  says  Tomas  Ries. 
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COMMENTATOR  CRITICIZES  SOCIAL  DEMOCRATS'  DEFENSE  PLAN 
Copenhagen  WEEKENDAVISEN  in  Danish  5/11  Sep  86  p  9 
[Article  by  T0ger  Seidenfaden] 

[Text]  The  Social  Democratic  Party  has  presented  its  new  defense  policy 
proposal.  The  proposal  for  a  modernization  of  the  Armed  Forces  is  supported 
by  some  "defensive  defense"  ideas,  although  it  is  not  a  question  of  a  really 
new  defense  model.  T0ger  Seidenfaden,  foreign  editor  of  WEEKENDAVISEN,  takes 
a  critical  view  of  the  form  and  content  of  the  proposal  presented  by  the 
Opposition,  while  making  a  more  carefully  prepared  contribution  to  the  current 
defense  policy  debate. 

At  times,  one  first  has  to  deal  with  form  and,  subsequently,  content. 

This  applies  to  literary  works,  where  some  critics  even  find  that  only  style 
and  linguistic  craftsmanship  should  be  critically  considered.  The  situation 
is  different  when  it  comes  to  political  works  and  technical  reports.  Here, 
it  is  a  question  of  substance.  What  does  the  man,  the  group  or  the  party 
stand  for?  Where  are  the  arguments?  What  are  the  positions? 

One  should  certainly  consider  "The  Proposal  of  the  Social  Democratic  Party 
for  Modernization  of  the  Armed  Forces"  in  this  light. 

It  is  not  the  kind  of  document  that  is  normally  reviewed.  The  proposal  has 
been  submitted  "to  local  party  groups  and  other  Interested  persons."  The 
defense  minister  has  reacted  on  it,  and  the  radio  news  broadcast  has  devoted 
the  time  allocated  to  the  defense  plan  of  our  largest  party,  to  a  continua¬ 
tion,  among  the  politicians,  of  the  debate. 

Various  editorial  writers  have  noted  that  the  content  of  the  plan  has  been 
watered  down  compared  to  earlier  ideas  and  more  secret  plans,  and  to  those 
who  desire  unity  on  defense  policy  matters  in  Denmark,  this  is  a  somewhat 
encouraging  sign.  The  more  watered  down,  the  more  politically  useful  and  the 
more  suitable  for  creating  unity  at  a  new,  more  watered  down  and  thus  higher 
level. 
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But  while  the  politicians  are  in  the  process  of  watering  down  the  content  of 
the  plan  and  thus  hopefully  rescuing  the  country,  the  rest  of  us  should  be 
permitted  to  examine  the  form — which  involves  the  use  of  language .  How  does 
the  Social  Democratic  Party  write,  what  words  is  the  party  using  when  it  is 
a  question  of  the  country's  defense? 

"As  is  well-known,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Social  Democratic  Party  that 
the  way  the  world  is,  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  defense." 

One  becomes  quite  relieved  on  behalf  of  the  party  that  it  is  able  to  write 
"as  is  well-known."  If  it  were  not  well-known,  the  authors  (there  are 
many,  but  Knud  Damgaard,  Lasse  Budtz  and  Anker  J0rgensen  have  probably 
applied  the  finishing  touches)  would  be  in  the  situation  that  they  would 
have  to  explain  why  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  defense.  And  that  might  be 
extremely  difficult,  judging  from  the  rest  of  the  proposal.  For  the  re¬ 
markable  thing  about  the  proposal  is  that  the  fact  that  the  country  has 
enemies,  potential  enemies  or  merely  armed  neighbors,  is  not  mentioned  a 
single  time.  It  is  superfluous  to  add  that  the  Soviet  Union,  of  course, 
is  not  mentioned  either.  But,  of  course,  that  is,  fortunately,  all  well- 
known,"  even  if  the  Social  Democratic  Party  has  not  talked  a  great  deal 
about  it  for  a  number  of  years. 

Instead,  one  is  left  with  the  feeling  that  we  need  a  defense,  in  the  same 
way  as  we  need  an  umbrella,  "considering  the  rainy  climate. 

But  to  be  fair.  On  several  occasions,  the  defense  plan  touches  upon  the 
basis  of  our  defense,  that  is  to  say,  the  NATO  Alliance.  It  appears  that 
we  have  got  something  in  conunon  with  our  Allies. 

Guess  what  it  is. 

Our  democracy,  our  social  system,  our  freedom,  our  pluralism,  our  common 
rejection  of  the  model  of  the  East  bloc?  Perhaps  our  welfare  and  trade? 
What  can  it  be? 

It  turns  out  to  be  the  "basic  philosophy  of  life,  which  also  applies  in 
Denmark. " 

Does  the  Social  Democratic  Party  really  believe  that  we  share  our  basic 
pjjj^]_osophy  of  life"  with  the  Inhabitants  of  Kansas,  Lisbon  and  Niirnberg? 
Hardly — but  if  a  single  adjective  would  be  added  to  make  the  basis  of 
evaluation  more  concrete,  the  spokesmen  for  our  largest  party  would  become 
divided.  Try  for  yourself.  "Freedom"— that  has  got  something  to  do  with 
the  right  of  the  business  sector  to  make  money.  "Democracy"— does  it  not 
savor  too  much  of  the  fifties  and  NATO  rhetoric?  "Western  values"— we 
are  getting  closer  if  it  were  not  for  the  fact  that  the  term  Western 
is  so  discriminatory  against  other  quarters  of  the  globe. 

But  let  us  get  to  the  point. 
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What  is  the  position  of  the  Social  Democratic  Party  on  the  Armed  Forces  and 
the  problem  which  they  have  been  charged  with  solving:  The  threat  (a  word 
which,  however,  only  occurs  in  the  proposal  in  connection  with  the  possibility 
that  our  measures  might  appear  threatening  to  others)  to  our  security. 

Environmental  Disaster 

First,  it  turns  out  that  the  unmentioned  threat  to  our  security  is  not  an 
enemy,  a  possible  occupation,  the  loss  of  freedom  of  action  and  political 
rights.  The  threat,  on  the  other  hand,  is  "war.” 

According  to  the  Social  Democratic  Party,  "war"  may  "today  be  regarded  as  an 
environmental  disaster  of  incomprehensible  dimensions  for  the  entire  popula¬ 
tion."  To  ward  off  this  environmental  disaster,  the  Social  Democratic  Party 
advocates  a  "general  defense  system."  One  is  too  tempted  to  call  it  a 
"general  environmental  defense  system."  It  will  have  to  record  the  various 
cases  of  pollution  and  fine  the  offenders.  Such  fines  may  be  raised  gradually 
as  there  is  political  willingness  to  do  so. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Social  Democratic  Party  is  "prepared,  to  the  extent 
feasible,  to  employ  means  for  the  preservation  of  peace." 

I  wonder  who  it  is  that  is  advocating  prohibitive  defense  expenditures? 

Indeed,  Anker  has  got  a  suggestion,  but  what  is  more  interesting  at  this 
point  is  the  fact  that,  as  far  as  the  preservation  of  peace  is  concerned,  we 
shall  have  to  make  do  with  what  the  Social  Democratic  Party  can  manage. 
Somebody  might  perhaps  be  laboring  under  the  false  impression  that  we  were 
all  of  us  paying  for  the  defense.  But,  of  course,  if  it  is  only  the  poor 
Social  Democrats  who  are  the  victims,  we  shall  have  to  make  do  with  what  is 
"feasible." 

The  next  step  is  that  this  "feasible  preservation  of  peace"  will  consist  in: 

"A  defensive  defense  structure  showing  peaceful  and  non-offensive  objectives 
as  part  of  the  development  toward  mutual  relaxation." 

One  may  start  wondering  whether  this  "defensive  preservation  of  peace"  is 
repeated  4  or  5  times  in  this  crucial  sentence.  The  proposal,  incidentally, 
goes  right  on  to  say  that  the  "defensive  defense  structure"  will  operate 
"from  and  within  own  areas  of  sovereignty."  Come  on  Inside  and  fight  with 
us,  is  the  undeniably  not  very  threatening  message.  Whether  it  is  compatible 
with  the  solidary  defense  of  Schleswig-Holstein  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Unity  Command,  is  not  clear,  but,  here,  we  have,  of  course,  proceeded  far 
beyond  a  purely  linguistic  criticism. 

Threatening  Reinforcements 

The  proposal  also  touches  on  the  subject  of  the  preservation  of  national 
independence.  Here  again,  one  hopes  to  hear  a  little  about  what  it  is  that 
is  threatening  it.  That  does,  indeed,  happen,  though  in  a  special  Social 
Democratic  fashion.  Have  a  closer  look  at  the  following  passage: 
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"National  independence  means  that  we  sovereignly  make  decisions  on  all 
Danish  matters,  including  the  development  of  our  democracy,  with  whom  we 
will  cooperate,  etc."  The  closest  we  get  to  a  threat  is  here  an  indication 
that  the  most  important  content  of  democracy  is  the  ability  to  say  no  to 
our  cooperation  partners  (those  "who  share  the  same  philosophy  of  life.) 
However,  the  next  sentence  amplifies  the  problem: 

"The  reinforcement  agreements  must  not  be  of  a  threatening  nature,  not  may 
they  have  a  content  which  limits  our  national  independence  and  freedom  of 
action. " 

Since  the  shyness  of  the  Social  Democratic  Party  does  not  make  it  possible 
to  mention  who  might  conceivably  feel  threatened  by  the  reinforcement  agree¬ 
ments,  the  obvious  interpretation  is  that  it  is  ourselves.  It  is,  indeed, 
in  this  way  that  one  would  naturally  interpret  the  paragraph,  even  if  the 
more  cunning  ones  among  the  authors  probably  have  in  mind  the  resulting 
threat  against  us  which  the  reinforcement  agreements  may  presumably  give 
rise  to — via  the  reaction  of  the  really  frightened  superpowers.  The  possi¬ 
bilities  of  the  langugage  of  expressing  this  clever  idea  clearly,  however, 
are  not  furthered  by  the  fact  that  the  superpower — who,  despite  all  descre- 
tion,  will  have  to  be  a  logically  necessary  component  of  the  "environmental 
disaster"  that  we  all  fear — may  not  be  mentioned  at  all.  The  linguistic 
evasiveness  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  if  the  Soviet  Union  were  men¬ 
tioned  each  time  in  conjunction  with  the  need  to  set  up  the  depots  in  Jut¬ 
land  and  the  defense  of  Bornholm  in  a  "non-threatening"  way,  the  immediate 
ludicrous  nature  of  the  composition  and  of  the  underlying  idea  of  "what 
causes  the  Soviet  Union  to  increase  its  armaments"  would  become  far  too 
obvious . 

The  remainder  of  the  proposal,  which  deals  with  land,  sea,  air,  and  civil 
defense,  does  not  raise  the  level  appreciably.  As  a  final  example  of  the 
borderline  area  between  language  and  logic  may  be  mentioned  a  statement  on 
the  need  to  pull  a  brigade  out  of  the  Unity  Command  in  Sleswig-Holsteln: 

"This  withdrawal  will  have  to  take  place  on  the  basis  of  an  agreement  with 
our  NATO  partners  and  in  such  a  way  that  Denmark  will  retain  a  decisive 
Influence  within  the  joint  command  system." 

The  idea  is  presumably  that  if  will  withdrew  all  of  our  forces  from  the 
Unity  Command,  we  would  be  offered  the  supreme  command  over  the  entire 
central  front  in  Western  Germany. 

After  having  fought  one's  way  through  the  ideas  of  our  largest  Opposition 
party  on  the  future  defense  agreement,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  read  a  publica¬ 
tion  on  defense  policy  of  a  related  content  but  which  employs  a  considerab¬ 
ly  more  supple  style: 

Major  Michael  Clemmesen  has  written  a  booklet  on  defensive  defense  which 
has  been  published  by  the  Security  and  Arms  Reduction  Policy  Committee. 

The  small  report  boasts  a  clarity  of  ideas,  a  stringent  argumentation  and 
a  surprisingly  exhaustive  discussion  of  the  issue  it  deals  with,  despite 
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the  small  number  of  pages  involved.  SNU  [The  Security  and  Arms  Reduction 
Policy  Committee]  has  again  hit  it  off  with  one  of  its  small  topical  pub¬ 
lications,  although  it,  of  course,  is  a  shame  that  Anders  Boserup,  who  was 
Clemmesen^s  fellow  combatant  in  the  debate  which  provided  inspiration  for 
the  booklet,  has  not  been  able  to  commit  his  ideas  to  writing  in  the 
present  publication. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  difficult  to  see  what  he  as  an  advocate  of  a 
defensive  defense  system  would  have  done  in  the  face  of  the  scathing  review 
on  the  part  of  the  major. 

It  is  not  the  rather  incoherent  defensive  ideas  that  Michael  Clemmesen 
deals  with.  Instead,  he  deals  with  the  most  influential  of  the  German 
proposals,  which  has  marked  the  debate  in  this  country.  The  proposal — by 
Horst  Ahlfeldt — is  supported  by  some  members  of  the  Socialist  People’s 
Party  and  two  to  three  peace  researchers  but  is,  of  course,  also  part  of 
the  material  on  which  the  debate  is  based  and  which  has  provided  nourish¬ 
ment  for  the  currently  more  watered-down  ideas  of  the  Social  Democrats. 

The  central  section  of  the  booklet  is  an  analysis  of  the  difficulties 
which  a  decentralized,  scattered  and  local  defense  will  logically  and 
actually  encounter.  Clemmesen  argues  convincingly  that  the  defensive 
defense  system  will,  under  no  circumstances,  be  in  a  position  to  keep  its 
promises,  as  far  as  military  technology  is  concerned,  and  that,  if  employed 
in  Western  Europe,  it  would  fail  decisively  in  the  face  of  the  Soviet 
possibilities  that  we  know.  I  shall  not  repeat  the  argumentation  here. 

In  addition  to  its  systematic  argumentation,  the  booklet,  however,  places 
the  debate  on  defensive  defense  within  the  total  debate  on  the  NATO 
strategy,  and,  in  conclusion,  it,  moreover,  arrives  at  some  constructive 
views  in  that  context.  For  both  Social  Democrats  and  other  Left-wing 
people  who  of  recent  years  have  begun  taking  an  interest  in  the  defense  and 
security  policy,  are  right  that  the  NATO  strategy  holds  problems  and  is 
faced  with  difficult  challenges. 

The  central  issue  is  anything  but  new.  Western  Europe  is  almost  unavoid¬ 
ably  militarily  inferior  to  the  Soviet  Union  (in  addition  to  the  figures 
are  geographical  considerations),  and  the  United  States  is  on  the  other 
side  of  an  ocean.  That  is  why  NATO  cannot  allow  itself  to  entirely  omit 
pointing  out  the  nuclear  threat.  It  is  an  unpleasant  situation.  A  nuclear 
war  is  such  a  frightening  possibility  as  to  easily  frighten  us,  even  as 
much  as  the  potential  enemy.  However,  in  order  for  the  nuclear  threshold 
to  be  raised,  more  conventional  weapons  will  be  needed.  We  cannot  afford 
that — or  rather,  the  West-European  welfare  states  understandably  do  not 
feel  like  spending  their  money  on  that. 

Within  the  framework  of  the  well-known  issues,  Clemmesen  points  to  a  part 
solution.  It  is  not  new,  but  it  is  attracting  increasing  attention  in 
various  quarters.  It  is  even  defensive.  The  main  threat  on  land  are  the 
many  tanks  of  the  Soviet  Union  which,  with  the  support  of  artillery. 
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aircraft  and  motorized  infantry,  will  make  possible  very  fast  and  deep 
thrusts  into  Western  Europe.  A  possible  answer  is  setting  up  a  border 
defense  zone  along  the  eastern  frontier  of  the  German  Federal  Republic. 
Physical  obstacles,  fortified  and  manned  by  the  engineers  and  the  like, 
set  up  along  the  border  of  West  Germany,  might  give  NATO  time,  without — un¬ 
like  the  defensive  defense  system — sacrificing  space.  It  is  not  a  question 
of  any  Maginot  Line  type  of  fortress  system,  intended  to  keep  the  enemy  out. 
But  of  an  obstacle  which  will  make  it  more  realistic  for  reserves  to  get 
time  to  become  mobilized,  which  will  enable  the  Americans  to  reach  their 
positions  and  thus  enable  NATO  to  avoid  the  collapse  and  the  territorial 
losses  which  will  otherwise  quickly  conjure  up  the  ghost  of  nuclear  retalia¬ 
tion. 

There  are  thus  Danish  military  experts  who  are  capable  of  placing  the  problems 
of  the  Danish  Armed  Forces  in  the  broader  European  and  Western  context  in 
which  they  belong.  It  is  annoying  that  they  are  not  the  ones  who  have  been 
allowed  to  mark  the  not  very  impressive  proposal  of  the  Social  Democratic 
Party  for  modernization  of  the  Armed  Forces. 

"Proposal  of  the  Social  Democratic  Party  for  Modernization  of  the  Armed 
Forces."  Foreword  by  Anker  Jorgensen,  author(s)  not  indicated,  17  pages, 
mimeographed,  July  1986. 

"On  Defensive  Defense,"  Michael  H.  Clemmesen,  26  pages,  may  be  ordered  by 
sending  3.50  kroner  to  the  State  Information  Service,  P,0.pox  1103,  1009 
Copenhagen,  K.  The  Security  and  Arms  Control  Policy  Committee,  1986. 
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MILITARY 


DENMARK 


PARTICIPATION  IN  NATO'S  'BOLD  GUARD'  EXERCISE  REPORTED 
Copenhagen  BERLINGSKE  TIDENDE  in  Danish  26  Sep  86  p  13 

[Article  by  Nils  Eric  Boesgaard:  "Female  Gun  Crews  and  Advanced  Defense"; 
first  paragraph  is  BERLINGSKE  TIDENDE  introduction] 

[Text]  Kropp,  Schleswig-Holstein — Danish  soldiers  have  been  praised  for 
their  efforts  during  NATO's  Bold  Guard  exercise  which  is  designed  to  show 
how  the  allies  can  reinforce  the  defense  of  Denmark  and  Schleswig-Holstein. 

"This  is  nothing  but  a  piece  of  propaganda;  why  are  they  wasting  our  time 
with  this  kind  of  nonsense?"  grumbled  a  Bulgarian  general,  a  member  of  the 
Warsaw  Pact  observation  group  when  he  was  presented  with  a  Danish  self- 
propelled  155-mm  howitzer  with  a  female  crew  during  NATO's  Bold  Guard  exer¬ 
cise  in  Schleswig-Holstein. 

Their  mood  was  not  improved  by  the  fact  that  the  observers  had  to  cross  a 
rutted  plowed  field  in  their  good  shoes  to  inspect  the  Danish  battery.  But 
they  had  to  admit  that  the  girls  knew  their  job.  They  staggered  around  with 
the  43-kg  shells  and  maneuvered  the  24- ton  cannon  from  the  Sender jyske  artil¬ 
lery  regiment  as  if  they  had  never  done  anything  else  and  finished  by  firing 
a  salute  with  blank  shells. 

On  the  whole  the  soldiers  from  the  Jutland  Division  have  inspired  general 
admiration  among  the  big  allied  forces  from  West  Germany,  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States.  "Man  for  man  and  unit  for  unit,  they  are  at  least  as 
good,"  said  the  chief  of  the  division's  nearest  neighbor,  the  6th  tank  divi¬ 
sion  in  Schleswig-Holstein,  German  tank  General  Klaus  Christoph  Steinkopff. 

In  all  65,000  allies  are  concentrated  in  the  area  in  connection  with  the  Bold 
Guard  exercise.  "Of  these  only  4,700  belong  to  the  Jutland  Division  and 
that  is  not  enough,"  their  chief.  Major  General  Holger  Dencker,  said.  "A 
good  many  of  them  are  mustered  men,  in  other  words  recalled  draftees  who  are 
all  extremely  positive  and  do  their  work  cheerfully.  The  main  reason  why  we 
have  not  had  more  people  Involved  is  that  the  Army  is  undergoing  a  period  of 
reorganization, 

"I  hope  that  when  we  hold  the  next  Bold  Guard  exercise  in  1990  it  will  be 
possible  to  bring  the  division  up  to  at  least  10,000  men,  so  conditions  can 
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be  more  realistic.  But  it  is  unlikely  that  we  will  ever  have  a  chance  to 
test  the  division  at  full  combat  strength — three  brigades  totaling  18,000 
men,"  the  major  general  added. 

Advanced  Defense 

The  purpose  of  the  Bold  Guard  maneuvers  is  to  practice  the  strategy  of  ad¬ 
vanced  defense  and  the  allied  reinforcement  of  Denmark  and  Schleswig-Holstein. 

In  peacetime  the  Warsaw  Pact  nations  have  13  operational  divisions  concen¬ 
trated  in  northern  Poland  and  East  Germany,  a  spokesman  for  the  Defense  Min¬ 
istry  in  Bonn  informed  BERLINGSKE  TIDENDE.  Right  along  the  border  with 
Schleswig-Holstein  there  are  seven  tank  divisions  or  70,000  men  and  this 
force  can  be  doubled  very  quickly.  In  addition  there  is  a  sizable  amphibious 
force  that  includes  a  10,000-man  Soviet  marine  force  and  large  airborne 
forces  that  are  especially  well-suited  for  amphibious  operations  against  the 
Danish  islands.  Finally  the  Warsaw  Pact's  Baltic  Command  has  around  1,000 
combat  planes  and  130  wholly  or  partially  missile-equipped  frigates,  cor¬ 
vettes  and  motor  gunboats  at  its  disposal. 

The  idea  behind  advanced  defense  is  that  NATO  forces  will  defend  Denmark  and 
northern  Germany  against  attack  by  the  Warsaw  Pact  lands  along  a  line  from 
Lubeck  to  the  Elbe.  The  terrain  here  is  very  rough  with  large  wetland  areas, 
the  ridges  of  so-called  Holstein  Switzerland  and  thickly  populated  areas. 

It  is  hoped  that  almost  90,000  men  could  be  mobilized  for  this  purpose  in  a 
crisis  situation.  The  nucleus  is  the  6th  German  tank  division,  which  is 
based  in  the  area,  and  the  Jutland  Division,  which  should  be  in  position 
within  2  or  3  days.  In  addition  there  will  be  reinforcements  in  the  form  of 
the  British  United  Kingdom  Mobile  Force,  American  Marines  from  the  4th 
Marine  Amphibious  Brigade,  the  9th  American  division  and  perhaps  units  from 
the  Royal  British  and  Dutch  Marines  as  well  as  local  Schleswig-Holstein  de¬ 
fense  units. 

The  NATO  troops  will  also  have  at  their  disposal  the  160  combat  planes  of  the 
Danish-West  German  defense  systems  and  a  similar  number  from  the  reinforcing 
nations.  At  sea  however  the  small  Danish-German  naval  force  stands  alone 
against  the  massive  Warsaw  Pact  force. 

Defensive  Defense 

Experts  at  the  Defense  Ministry  in  Bonn  and  West  German  military  leaders  in 
the  exercise  area  rejected  in  the  Bold  Guard  context  the  concept  of  defensive 
defense  which  Danish  Social  Democrats  and  others  have  advocated  and  which  is 
based  on  pulling  all  Danish  forces  back  behind  our  borders  and  getting  rid  of 
all  offensive  weapons  in  order  to  avoid  provoking  the  Soviet  Union. 


By  maintaining  advanced  defense  we  could  avoid  turning  Denmark  into  a  battle¬ 
ground  in  a  crisis,  they  said  and  stressed  that  the  defensive  ideas  that  are 
circulating  among  West  German  Social  Democrats  make  defensive  defense  depend¬ 
ent  on  the  potential  attackers,  the  Warsaw  Pact  lands,  introducing  a  similar 
system. 
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MILITARY  DENMARK 


NEW  OFFICERS  TRAINING  SCHOOL  UNDER  CONSIDERATION 
Copenhagen  BERLINGSKE  TIDENDE  in  Danish  27  Sep  86  p  4 

[Article  by  Nils  Eric  Boesgaard;  first  paragraph  is  BERLINGSKE  TIDENDE  intro¬ 
duction] 

[Text]  More  cadets  and  a  new  officers  training  school  that, could  attract 
men  from  Jutland  who  do  not  want  to  move  to  Copenhagen  could  help  solve  the 
defense  system’s  officer  problem,  according  to  a  statement  made  by  the  de¬ 
fense  minister  in  connection  with  the  departure  of  officers  from  the  Danish 
Armed  Forces, 

A  new  officers  training  school  in  Jutland  and  the  acceptance  of  a  larger 
number  of  cadets  are  two  of  the  measures  Defense  Minister  Hans  Engell  is 
considering  to  alleviate  the  exodus  of  military  officers, 

’*But  there  are  no  concrete  plans  yet,”  the  minister  told  BERLINGSKE  TIDENDE 
in  the  context  of  the  special  feature  issue  of  FORSVARET  I  DAG  concerning 
what  is  wrong  with  the  defense  system.  It  revealed  among  other  things  that 
at  present  the  defense  force  is  400  officers  short  and  that  it  is  feared  the 
figure  will  rise  to  800  in  the  foreseeable  future. 

Moving  Expensive 

”The  resignation  of  officers  is  a  big  problem.  Among  the  reasons  given  are 
wages  and  employment  conditions,  including  the  frequency  of  transfers,  but 
the  lack  of  political  support  for  the  defense  system  is  also  mentioned,”  the 
minister  said, 

’’Transfers  play  a  major  role  for  many  people.  We  must  realize  that  Danish 
society  is  less  mobile  today.  In  most  families  both  man  and  wife  work  and 
it  is  hard  and  expensive  to  move.  This  means  that  many  people  are  less 
willing  to  live  in  10  or  15  different  places  in  the  course  of  their  career, 

”In  this  context  I  would  like  to  say  that  we  will  try  to  avoid  the  very  large 
number  of  transfers  in  our  personnel  planning  for  the  next  few  years. 

”I  have  no  doubt  that  the  debate  on  what  is  known  as  defensive  defense  and 
the  many  attacks  on  the  effectiveness  and  leadership  of  the  defense  system 
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have  helped  to  create  uncertainty.  I  regard  this  as  a  very  unfortunate  and 
serious  situation.  The  politicians  responsible  for  the  succession  of  com¬ 
promise  agreements  must  also  support  the  defense  system  and  its  officer 
corps,"  said  the  defense  minister,  who  concluded: 

"We  are  all  pleased  with  the  continued  expansion  on  the  private  labor  market. 
But  this  means  at  the  same  time  that  there  is  competition  for  young  workers. 
If  the  military  is  to  be  able  to  maintain  its  target  force  a  substantial 
increase  in  the  ntanber  of  cadets  will  be  necessary.  Along  with  this  we 
should  consider  setting  up  a  new  officers  training  school  in  Jutland  to 
accommodate  the  large  number  of  young  people  from  Jutland  who  would  like  to 
receive  training  as  officers  but  are  hesitant  about  moving  to  Copenhagen." 
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GREECE 


DICA,  BASES  AGREEMENTS,  RELATIONS  WITH  UNITED  STATES  ON  AGENDA 

Athens  POLITIKA  THEMATA  in  Greek  12-18  Sep  86  p  14 

[Text]  The  Greek-American  relations  agenda  is  now  relatively  heavy: 

— On  16  September,  Secretary  of  State  George  Shultz  will  hold  a  special 
meeting  with  ND  Chairman  K.  Mitsotakis. 

— On  the  occasion  of  the  U.N.  General  Ass.embly  meeting,  Shultz  will  meet 
his  Greek  counterpart  Karolos  Papoulias 

— On  20  November,  the  meeting  which  was  scheduled  long  ago  between  the  two 
foreign  ministers  will  be  resumed  during  the  winter  meeting  of  the  foreign 
ministers  of  NATO's  country-members. 

In  the  meantime,  it  appears  that  various  official  and  unofficial  envoys  have 
been  instructed  to  determine,  each  in  his  respective  area,  the  level  of  the 
Greek-American  relations  and  of  the  special  issues  which  comprise  the  vdiole 
complex  (bases,  amount  of  assistance,  military  expenses,  industrial  defen¬ 
sive  cooperation,  supply  of  materiel,  et  al.) 

(The  SUNDAY  VIMA  correspondent  reported  that  two  Of  the  envoys,  William 
Simonds,  a  former  official  of  the  Pentagon's  Political  Directorate  and  Allan 
Plat,  former  State  Department  senior  official,  have  been  commissioned  by 
the  Rand  Corporation  to  come  here  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  a  study  on  the 
U.S.  agreements  in  the  area  of  NATO's  southern  wing.) 

Among  the  several  pending  bilateral  issues  are: 

— The  agreement  to  be  signed  concerning  the  "Voice  of  America."  (An 
American  delegation  will  come  to  Athens  on  29  October  for  the  final  round  of 
talks . ) 

— The  work  status  of  Greeks  employed  at  the  American  bases  and  the  legal 
status  of  Americans  serving  in  Greece. 


95 


What  did  Keeley  Want? 


One  of  the  issues  American  Ambassador  Robert  Keeley  discussed  concerned  the 
housing  project  in  the  area  of  Argyroupolis  in  Makedonia  for  the  American 
personnel  charged  with  the  security  and  maintenance  of  the  nuclear  weapons 
which  are  stored  underground  in  that  area.  These  weapons  are  rather  of  old 
design  given  that  the  Papandreou  government  has  banned  their  replacement  with 
more  modern  weapons.  It  is  reminded  that,  contrary  to  past  statements  by 
Papandreou,  at  a  press  conference  he  held  in  Salonica,  he  accepted  the 
presence  of  atomic  weapons  in  Greece, 

According  to  information  given  to  POLITIKA  THEMATA  the  housing  project  in 
Argyroupolis  was  agreed  upon  at  the  high  level  talks  last  spring .  Suddenly , 
officials  at  relatively  lower  level  raised  obstacles  by  advancing  environmen¬ 
tal  and  formalistic  arguments.  [Deputy  Foreign  Minster]  Kapsis  assured  the 
American  ambassador  that  he  will  inquire  into  the  matter  and  that  any 
difficulties  will  be  removed. 

The  DICA  Mission 

Last  Saturday,  6  September,  a  six-member  mission  arrived  in  Athens  for  the 
purpose  of  holding  discussions  on  the  Industrial  and  Defense  Cooperation 
[DICA]  agreement.  Heading  the  mission  is  Dr  Spyros  G.  Pallas,  a  senior 
Pentagon  official  of  Greek  descent.  Besides  Navy  Admiral  Gerald  Abbot  all 
other  mission  members  are  non-military.  During  its  stay  here  the  mission 
will  Visit  the  Greek  Airspace  Industry,  the  Munitions  and  Cardridge 
Industry  [PYRKAL],  the  Stayer  Hellas  in  Salonca  and  the  tank  factory  at 
Velestino. 

The  mission  will  depart  on  19  September.  The  signing  of  the  DICA  agreement 
will  depend  on  the  results  of  the  mission’s  study.  However,  a  government 
source  has  expressed  optimism.  . 

The  NATO  military  authorities  and  the  American  mission  here  (Jusmagg)  are 
looking  for  another  airport  in  Greece  which  could  be  used  by  modern  military 
aircraft  in  case  of  emergency.  There  are  reports  that  the  military  airport 
in  Andravida  has  attracted  special  interest.  It  was  recently  visited  by 
T.  Brown,  commander  of  NATO’s  south  wing  air  forces.  Another  element  is  the 
use  of  the  airport  by  a  squadron  of  F-16  fighters  which  are  continuously 
taken  off  and  landing  in  an  effort  to  ascertain  the  suitability  of  the 
airport , 

Among  the  pending  bilateral  issues  are: 

— The  "Voice  of  America,"  At  issue  is  the  duration  of  the  agreement  to  be 
signed.  (On  29  October  an  American  delegation  will  come  to  Athens  for  the 
final  round  of  talks.) 

— Cooperation  in  the  defensive  industry  sector.  Already  an  American  delega¬ 
tion  has  arrived  in  Greece.  It  is  surveying  Greek  industries  in  order  to 
ascertain  their  possibilities  in  the  war  industry  sector. 

— The  work  status  of  Greek  employed  at  the  American  bases  and  the  legal 
status  of  Americans  serving  in  Greece. 
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SWEDEN 


LIBERALS  BACK  DEFENSE  FUNDS  INCREASE,  AIR-TO-AIR  MISSILE 

Westerberg  Backs  Domestic  Missile 
Stockholm  DAGENS  NYHETER  in  Swedish  10  Sep  86  p  10 
[Article  by  Kaa  Eneberg] 

[Text]  Visby — If  it  is  possible  to  come  up  with  reasonable  cost  estimates  and 
if  Swedish  industry  helps  out,  the  radar-guided  air-to-air  missile  with  which 
the  future  JAS  fighter  plane  system  is  to  be  equipped  ought  to  be  produced  in 
Sweden.  That  is  what  Liberal  Party  leader  Bengt  Westerberg  told  DAGENS 
NYHETER  on  Tuesday  as  he  was  traveling  around  nonsocialist-governed  Gotland. 

The  Liberal  Party  is  recommending  an  increase  of  600  million  kronor  per  year 
during  the  5  years  that  will  be  covered  by  next  year's  defense  decision.  The 
cost  of  the  missile — roughly  1  billion  kronor  over  a  5-year  period — is  not 
included  in  that  increase. 

In  Visby  that  evening,  Westerberg  delivered  a  speech  on  defense  policy  to 

Gotland  residents  interested  in  defense.  He  strongly  emphasized  the  need  to 
give  the  Army — the  most  neglected  branch  of  the  Armed  Forces — "a  modern 
structure." 

Westerberg  said:  "Unfortunately,  we  must  point  out  that  neither  the  supreme 
commander  of  the  Armed  Forces  [OB]  nor  anyone  else  today  has  a  real  picture  of 
how  the  future  Army  should  look.  This  applies  to  both  the  wartime 
organization  and  the  peacetime  organization." 

He  pointed  out  that  the  Swedish  Army  today  is  being  hauled  around  in  old 
equipment,  including  tanks  that  are  one  or  two  generations  too  old. 

"It  is  probable  that  the  question  of  procuring  a  new  tank  for  the  Army  will  be 

postponed  until  the  1992  defense  decision,"  said  Westerberg,  who  considers  it 

essential  that  "work  to  give  the  Army  a  modern  structure"  begin  as  soon  as 

possible. 

Westerberg  said  that  the  guidelines  for  carrying  out  that  modernization  must 
be  included  in  the  upcoming  defense  decision,  which  will  come  next  spring,  and 
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he  mentioned  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  Army  units  as  a  good  way  to  go.  Not 
primarily  to  save  money  f  but  as  a  way  of  making  it  possible  to  redistribute 
officers  and  NCO's.  Very  generally,  quality  should  be  improved  at  the  expense 
of  manpower,  said  Westerberg.  Regardless  of  what  shape  the  future  Army  takes, 
its  lack  of  transport  helicopters,  primarily  for  transporting  the  sick,  should 
be  corrected  as  soon  as  possible.  Also  needed  are  medium— range  surface-to-air 
missiles  and  protective  vests  for  the  troops,  said  Westerberg. 

Swedish  Missile 

The  Defense  Committee  and  the  OB  are  busy  investigating  the  possibility  of 
producing  the  JAS  system's  missile  armament  in  Sweden.  The  results  are 
expected  this  fall.  But  the  cost  of  those  missiles  is  not  included  in  the 
economic  frameworks  that  the  Defense  Committee  has  asked  the  OB  to  clarify. 

The  Social  Democrats  have  already  expressed  their  desire  to  see  at  least  some 
parts  of  the  missile  produced  in  Sweden. 

Last  year,  Westerberg  was  the  first  of  the  party  leaders  to  state  his  party's 
view  that  the  cost  of  building  up  the  Armed  Forces  under  the  1987  defense 
decision  would  come  to  600  million  kronor.  Both  the  Center  Party  and  the 
Conservatives  later  came  up  with  slightly  higher  figures. 

During  his  appearance  at  the  Borgen  Assembly  Hall  in  Visby,  Westerberg 
repeatedly  emphasized  the  need  for  a  unanimous  defense  decision. 

Desirable  Unity 

"Such  unity  has  extraordinarily  great  value  as  far  as  the  rest  of  the  world  is  ■ 
concerned.  It  gives  the  Swedish  neutrality  policy  credibility  and  strength. 

"We  already  know  that  there  is  broad  agreement  in  our  basic  views  on  security 
policy.  It  would  obviously  be  of  great  value  to  achieve  equally  broad 
agreement  on  the  direction  to  be  taken  by  the  organization  and  on  the  cost  of 
defense,"  said  Westerberg. 

He  referred  to  the  four— party  agreement  in  1984  that  saved  three  Draken 
squadrons  and  pointed  out  that  the  Liberal  Party  is  again  open  to  discussions 
with  other  parties  for  the  purpose  of  finding  broad  solutions. 

Westerberg  does  not  see  any  contradiction  between  "that  ambition  and  the  fact 
that  the  Liberal  Party  has  clearly  indicated  which  areas  within  the  Armed 
Forces  must  be  given  priority." 

Besides  modernization  of  the  Army  and  improved  air  defense  weapons,  Westerberg 
also  emphasized  the  importance  of  the  work  to  further  strengthen  antisubmarine 
defenses.  Among  other  things,  we  should  investigate  the  possibility  of 
extending  the  service  life  of  our  existing  submarines  when  new  units  are  added 
in  the  1990' s.  Also  needed  are  shore  missiles  that  can  be  based  on  Gotland 
and  elsewhere. 
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It  should  be  possible  to  increase  the  number  of  air  squadrons  without  spending 
2  billion  kronor  to  procure  more  Viggen  aircraft,  as  the  OB  has  requested. 
Besides  the  three  Draken  squadrons  that  have  already  been  decided  on,  older 
Draken  aircraft  can  be  used.  Considering  the  coming  JAS  aircraft,  the  Liberal 
Party  is  questioning  the  procurement  of  more  Viggens. 

In  civil  defense,  where  the  personnel  should  be  rejuvenated,  the  party  is 
recommending  that  conscripts  be  trained  for  command  positions.  In  addition, 
the  administration  of  civil  defense  should  be  transferred  from  the  central 
government  to  the  municipalities. 

Westerberg  also  criticized  faulty  planning  in  connection  with  the  development 
of  air  raid  shelters  in  the  country.  It  is  unsatisfactory  that  so  many  people 
living  close  to  probable  bombing  targets  are  not  being  provided  with  shelters. 
Westerberg  said  that  air  raid  shelters  are  routinely  being  built  far  away  from 
such  targets. 


Liberals'  Security  Stand  Viewed 
Stockholm  DAGENS  NYHETER  in  Swedish  10  Sep  86  p  2 
[Editorial;  "Westerberg  Gives  the  Armed  Forces  a  Boost"] 

[Text]  The  Liberal  Party  was  first  among  the  parties  to  start  the  bidding  in 
connection  with  the  Armed  Forces.  As  early  as  November  of  last  year,  Bengt 
Westerberg  stated  in  a  speech  in  Boden  that  an  increase  in  the  defense 
appropriation  to  the  OB's  so-called  plus  level — later  set  at  an  additional  600 
million  kronor  per  year — was  what  would  be  required.  At  the  same  time,  he  was 
able  to  present  a  well-substantiated  but  perhaps  too  lengthy  list  of  equipment 
that  should  be  procured  during  the  5-year  period:  missiles  for  the  JAS  plane, 
more  shore  missiles  and  naval  mines,  splinter  protection  for  the  Army's 
soldiers,  and  more  helicopters  and  surface-to-air  missiles  for  the  Army's 
advanced  units . 

The  Center  and  Conservative  Parties  then  made  their  bids,  with  the  Center 
Party  calling  for  a  2-percent  annual  increase  and  the  Conservatives  offering 
1.2  percent.  This  means  that  over  the  5-year  period  from  1987  to  1992,  the 
Liberals  would  provide  an  additional  3  billion  kronor  for  the  Armed  Forces, 
while  the  Center  Party  would  provide  4  billion  and  the  Conservatives  would 
provide  6  billion  kronor  [figures  and  percentages  as  published].  The  Social 
Democrats  have  not  yet  taken  a  stand  on  the  appropriation  issue,  but  of  the 
four  appropriation  levels  which  the  party  considered  it  worthwhile  to  have  the 
OB  investigate,  the  highest  level  comes  closest  to  the  annual  increase  of  600 
million  kronor  being  proposed  by  the  Liberal  Party. 

This  means  that  from  the  standpoint  of  party  politics,  the  Liberal  Party  has 
wound  up  in  a  somewhat  embarrassing  position,  especially  since  the  OB  claimed 
in  his  program  plan  that  the  party's  expectations  as  far  as  materiel  is 
concerned  do  not  fit  into  the  proposed  cost  limits.  An  upward  adjustment  of 
the  proposed  appropriation  has  come  to  seem  increasingly  necessary,  both 
objectively  and  from  the  standpoint  of  party  tactics.  The  Liberal  Party 
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cannot  reasonably  agree  with  the  Social  Democrats  on  a  defense  policy  which  in 
fact  would  not  satisfy  the  party's  own  ambitions. 

Not  entirely  unexpectedly,  Bengt  Westerberg  was  therefore  willing  to 
reconsider  the  matter  when  he  visited  Visby  on  Tuesday  to  again  talk  about 
defense  policy.  The  Liberal  Party  is  sticking  to  its  views  on  the  procurement 
of  materiel  and,  as  a  consequence,  is  willing  to  raise  the  appropriation  level 
one  more  step.  To  get  past  the  stalemate  over  how  the  defense  appropriation 
should  be  calculated — as  a  fixed  amount  or  a  percentage — Westerberg  proposed 
that  the  defense  cost  index  be  adjusted  to  give  more  weight  to  increases  in 
materiel  costs.  Looked  at  objectively,  that  is  a  compromise  that  should  be 
acceptable  to  both  the  Conservatives  and  the  Center  Party. 

After  that,  the  nonsocialist  parties  will  be  closer  to  each  other  on  the  issue 
of  the  defense  appropriation.  But  Westerberg  emphasized  that  higher 
appropriations  should  not  be  used  to  acquire  another  squadron  of  J-37  Viggens, 
as  the  OB  and  the  Conservatives  have  proposed.  Instead,  the  Liberal  Party 
wants  to  use  the  squadron  of  Draken  aircraft  in  the  Tullinge  Wing  that  was 
recently  closed  down — a  considerably  cheaper  solution  while  waiting  for  the 
JAS  to  be  available.  At  the  same  time,  Westerberg  stressed  the  Liberal 
Party's  interest  in  developing  a  Swedish  air-to-air  missile  for  the  JAS,  since 
the  alternative  would  be  to  try  to  procure  a  U.S.  missile  on  uncertain 
conditions. 

A  Swedish  missile  has  its  advantages  from  the  standpoint  not  only  of  security 
policy  but  also  perhaps  of  industrial  policy.  But  an  advanced  weapon  will 
cost  a  great  deal  to  develop  and  produce.  Without  further  increases  in  the 
appropriation  level,  the  price  of  the  Swedish  missile  may  be  too  high  for  the 
Armed  Forces. 
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